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“Eversheds Sutherland 
has developed a novel 
and ingenious way of 
providing added value 
for its clients.”
The Law Society –  
Excellence in Innovation

Recognized by industry and 
peer reviews including The 
Best Lawyers in America, 
Super Lawyers and The 
Legal 500 United States.

Awards and recognition
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Powered by excellence 
Eversheds Sutherland handles intricate tax matters in every major 
economy throughout the world, providing custom solutions to 
support your global business goals and operations. 

We pride ourselves on offering customized solutions to 
support your company. Our lawyers can chart a way 
through the maze of national and sub-national tax 
legislation and provide you with integrated tax advice for 
today’s multi-jurisdictional trading environment.

Our team provides counsel to many of the world’s most 
prominent corporations – nearly 25 of the Fortune 50, 
nearly 50 of the Fortune 100 and more than 70 of the 
Fortune 200. We have more than 160 tax attorneys in 20+ 
countries, representing taxpayers in the US, Europe, Africa, 
Southeast Asia and additional jurisdictions across the globe. 
In locations where we do not have our own offices, we work 
with established networks to give high-quality tax advice 
wherever you need it.

inc 70+ 

in 20+ 
partners

countries

160+ 
tax practitioners

Award winning  
international tax group

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team

5



As one of the largest global law 
practices in the world, you can 
benefit from our quality 
resources, diverse experience, 
a proven track record and 
worldwide brand recognition. 
You can grow your business with 
people who provide the highest 
levels of client care and have a 
clear understanding of where 
you want to be in the future. 

We are active in every area of taxation, from structuring 
complex transactions and designing insurance and financial 
products to advising domestic and cross-border business 
operations. Our focus is on helping you to achieve your 
objectives in a tax-efficient manner and providing you with 
the highest standard of representation in administrative tax 
controversies and tax litigation.

Our services include:
 – international tax

 – US state and local tax

 – M&A and reorganizations

 – partnership taxation

 – financial services products and taxation

 – insurance tax

 – tax controversy and litigation

 – employee benefits, pensions and incentive share plans

 – tax-exempt organizations

 – tax accounting

 – trusts and estates

 – indirect tax/VAT

 – renewable and alternative energy

Our tax services

Robert S. Chase II
Partner

T: +1 202 383 0194
robbchase@eversheds-sutherland.com

Ben Jones 
Partner

T: +44 207 919 4686 
M: +44 776 644 0997
benjones@eversheds-sutherland.com

“[Eversheds Sutherland] is 
recommended by  
clients as being adept at  
finding creative solutions.“
Legal 500

Your lead contacts
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International tax

Businesses and investors that 
operate across borders have 
always had to contend with 
intricate and wildly differing tax 
systems. In today’s global 
economy, tax authority scrutiny 
of cross-border arrangements 
and extraterritorial tax and 
disclosure obligations has 
increased dramatically. 
Fortunately, Eversheds 
Sutherland’s international Tax 
group is on hand to help you 
navigate this complex web of 
laws and to deliver solutions  
tailored to your commercial  
and operational needs.

Using in-depth knowledge of relevant international and 
local tax requirements, our lawyers can assist in reducing 
unnecessary tax burdens and preventing or mitigating tax 
controversy across the jurisdictions in which you operate. 
In order to provide guidance geared to your concerns, we 
focus on building long-term relationships and taking the 
time to fully understand your business.

Experienced international tax lawyers
Our lawyers will work closely with you on all aspects of 
your tax arrangements, providing standalone structuring 
advice and transactional tax services across a wide range of 
areas, including:

 – mergers, acquisitions and investments

 – pre-sale preparation

 – post-acquisition integration and consolidation

 – reorganization and restructuring

 – joint ventures

 – finance and corporate treasury structures

 – hybrid instruments

 – cash repatriation structures

 – transfer pricing and supply chain arrangements

 – global outsourcing arrangements

 – IP holding and licensing structures

 – tax treaty application

With 160+ tax practitioners in 20+ countries – along with a 
wider global network of trusted advisers – our team has the 
experience and reach to provide practical tax advice 
wherever you operate.

“They are incredibly talented  
and loyal – like an extension of 
an in-house department,  
with super powers.“
Chambers USA
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US state and 
local tax

As state and local jurisdictions in the 
US evolve their tax systems and 
engage in increasingly sophisticated 
enforcement and litigation strategies, 
businesses need sound state and 
local tax (SALT) advice more than 
ever before. Eversheds Sutherland’s 
SALT practice is committed to 
delivering innovative solutions that 
meet the needs of your business.

Our SALT Team has more than 60 years of experience in state 
and local tax issues and maintains one of the largest SALT 
practices in the world. Our lawyers represent approximately 
one-third of the Fortune 100 and many top privately-held 
companies on US state and local tax matters.

We provide advice on the full spectrum of state and local tax 
consulting, planning, compliance and policy matters. Our team 
is also renowned for its SALT controversy and litigation 
capabilities. We counsel and represent clients on all types of 
state and local taxes, including income taxes, property taxes, 
sales and use taxes, franchise taxes, premium taxes, gross 
receipts taxes, excise taxes, payroll taxes and various types of 
industry-specific transaction taxes, including 
telecommunications taxes. 

We expect that scrutiny from state and local tax authorities will 
continue to increase. Our attorneys draw on significant state tax 
planning and consulting experience when evaluating structures 
and taxability. We carefully analyze and document state tax 
decisions to rationalize planning structures when reviewed as 
part of a financial statement audit, and our experience 
defending corporations against assessments enables us to plan 
more effectively. 

Experienced in every facet of tax controversies, our attorneys 
have appeared before federal and state courts throughout the 
country. We currently represent clients in state and local tax 
disputes in most states and many localities. Our controversy 
capability includes challenging assessments involving a wide 
array of state and local tax issues. 
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Our SALT team’s in-depth knowledge of tax policy and 
legislative advocacy complements our tax planning and 
controversy support. We are deeply involved in policy and 
legislative issues at every level of government across the US 
and enjoy significant credibility with, and access to, 
high-level state and local tax officials.

Who do we work with?
Our team has deep relationships with state tax authorities, 
interest groups and other stakeholders that have grown 
through our active involvement at the Council On State 
Taxation (COST) and the Tax Executives Institute (TEI); in 
state tax policy initiatives such as the Streamlined Sales Tax 
Project; and in client representations before state revenue 
departments. We are involved with the Multistate Tax 
Commission (MTC), Federation of Tax Administrators (FTA), 
National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), National 
Governors Association (NGA) and Institute for Professionals 
in Taxation (IPT). 

Some of our recent experience includes:
– representing a Fortune 200 media company in an 

administrative appeal before the City of Los Angeles 
regarding assessment of the city’s gross receipts tax and 
utility users tax 

– winning an Illinois False Claims Act litigation for a luxury 
cosmetics brand regarding use tax collection on 
Internet sales based on attributional nexus 

– successfully representing a candy manufacturing and 
distribution company in a state trial in connection with 
the ability of Utah to disallow various tax deductions 
related to royalty payments 

– achieving a favorable settlement for a Fortune 200 
energy company in an appeal of a nearly $2 billion 
property tax assessment in Ohio 

– advising a global engineering, procurement and 
construction conglomerate on its global debt 
restructuring. Our advice spanned international, federal, 
and state and local tax issues 

– settling an appeal for the largest broadcasting and cable 
television company in the world of a $300 million tax 
assessment by the Massachusetts Department of 
Revenue on terms very favorable to the client 

– helping a Fortune 200 media and entertainment 
company resolve outstanding sales tax liabilities through 
the voluntary disclosure agreement process 

– resolving a $100 million tax dispute with New York State 
on terms favorable to a Fortune 200 media and 
entertainment company 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

– helping a Fortune 50 technology company resolve 
potential outstanding insurance tax liabilities through 
the VDA process in New York 

– representing several entities within the largest home-
building company in the US in New Jersey tax litigation 
regarding nexus, investment company status and 
underpayment penalties 

– advising a large electric power holding company on  
the internal reorganization of its corporate structure and 
achieving $40 million per year in tax savings for  
the client 

“A great state tax team that is very 
knowledgeable and has many state 
contacts, which helps resolve issues.“
Chambers USA

“Eversheds Sutherland has the premier 
state and local tax practice in the 
country.“ 
Chambers USA 

Want to learn more?
The Eversheds Sutherland SALT Shaker provides coverage 
and commentary on state and local tax developments. Visit 
stateandlocaltax.com for more information, and be sure to 
also download our app.

Also check out the Eversheds Sutherland SALT Scoreboard. 
Each quarter, the SALT Team tallies the results of significant 
taxpayer wins and losses—i.e., those developments that 
have the greatest impact on clients, their industries and the 
overall SALT landscape—and analyze those results to 
identify trends by issue, state and forum.
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M&A and 
reorganizations

In recent years, businesses have 
faced an extraordinary volume  
of new and complex tax 
legislation both at a domestic and 
international level, generated by 
an increasingly aggressive 
approach to tax avoidance.  
The inevitable risk is that 
legislation will sometimes hit  
the wrong target.

Eversheds Sutherland helps clients find their way through 
the increasingly complicated maze of tax obstacles that 
come with mergers and acquisitions and restructuring. With 
160+ attorneys across more than 20 countries, we have a 
robust team that delivers high-quality tax advice and tax 
transactional support across a large number of jurisdictions. 
Whatever the needs of your business and wherever you 
operate, we are on hand to help.

Experienced international tax lawyers in 
mergers, acquisitions and reorganizations
Working closely with Eversheds Sutherland’s corporate 
practices to formulate and implement strategies, we ensure 
that all aspects of a deal have been carefully addressed and 
that it is structured to be tax-efficient for all parties. Our 
international Tax team handles transactional tax matters 
including mergers and acquisitions, dispositions, joint 
ventures, spin-offs, internal restructuring and 
reorganizations, as well as issues related to financing  
these matters.

Our recent experience includes:
 – acting as tax counsel in a $25 billion spin-off

 – serving as US tax counsel in a $3 billion credit agreement 
for Altria

 – aiding Altria and Kraft in the $15 billion acquisition of 
Nabisco and the subsequent Kraft IPO

 – serving as tax counsel to Mondelēz International in the 
2015 formation of the $5 billion Jacobs Douwe Egberts 
global coffee joint venture with DE Master Blenders

 – advising Horizon Pharma PLC on the European tax 
aspects of its $800 million acquisition of Reptor 
Pharmaceutical Corporation

 – providing tax transactional support on Chemtura’s $950 
million sale of its agrochemicals business, Agrosolution, 
in 36 jurisdictions

 – advising Cisco Systems on its $5 billion acquisition of 
software company NDS in 11 jurisdictions

 – representing Reckitt Benckiser in the sale of its global 
Scholl footwear business

 – providing advice to Siemens AG on its $1 billion 
integrated rotating equipment cross-border joint 
venture with the Wood Group

 – advising DuPont on its $4.9 billion sale of DuPont 
Performance Coatings in 18 different jurisdictions

 – representing Dairy Crest in connection with the  
£344 million sale of its French business to Montagu 
private equity

“This group’s ethos is totally 
client-centric. They are 
professional, responsive  
and helpful.“
Chambers & Partners
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Financial services and 
product taxation

Eversheds Sutherland’s financial 
services tax lawyers provide 
innovative solutions to a broad 
array of complex tax issues faced 
by insurers, reinsurers and other 
multinational financial institutions. 
Our group’s deep knowledge and 
experience in this sector can help 
you achieve optimal tax 
outcomes for your company and 
your products.

Taxation of insurance companies, 
insurance products, and reinsurance 
transactions
For more than five decades, our tax lawyers have addressed 
the most challenging tax issues facing the insurance 
industry including the ways tax affects day-to-day 
company operations, proposed acquisitions and 
reorganizations, reinsurance and other surplus 
enhancement programs, captive insurance company 
arrangements, insurance product design and the treatment 
of policyholders and shareholders. Our long-standing 
commitment to serving the insurance industry has afforded 
us opportunities to develop relationships with key Internal 
Revenue Service and Treasury Department officials, which 
allows our tax lawyers to bring an unparalleled level of 
experience and vision to assist you.

Eversheds Sutherland’s financial services sector tax lawyers 
have a broad range of experience with tax matters involving 
insurance products and other insurance arrangements 
including:

 – designing tax-compliant life insurance and annuity 
products for the retail, private placement and corporate 
markets and remediating life insurance products that fail 
to be tax compliant

 – working closely with major investment banks in 
developing investment strategies that support variable 
insurance products

 – assisting corporate clients with assessments of their 
insurance programs, including COLI/BOLI arrangements

 – advising on the design of cutting-edge property and 
casualty insurance products, captive insurance 
company arrangements and other alternative risk 
transfer vehicles

 – assisting with the transfer and restructuring of insurance 
company portfolios without UK stamp tax liability

Our tax lawyers frequently navigate and resolve 
multifaceted international tax issues for our insurance 
company clients, including the application of the Foreign 
Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), the OECD Common 
Reporting Standard (CRS), income tax treaties, the 
insurance provisions of Subpart F, the passive foreign 
investment company provisions, the branch profits tax rules 
and the federal excise tax on insurance and reinsurance 
premiums. Of note, we represent Lloyd’s of London in 
connection with all US federal income and excise tax issues, 
and we frequently handle tax matters impacting Lloyd’s 
members and managing agents.

In addition to providing planning and transactional advice, 
Eversheds Sutherland financial services sector tax lawyers 
regularly handle insurance company tax controversies. 
When complications with tax issues develop, insurance 
companies need knowledgeable lawyers on their side, and 
we know how to handle federal and state controversies at 
every stage from audit to litigation.
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Taxation of capital markets transactions 
and financial products

Access to capital may be the single most important factor in 
the growth of any business, from the largest Fortune 500 
companies to the smallest private businesses. Knowing 
when to access the markets, how to seize and structure 
growth opportunities and how best to work within the 
evolving regulatory environment can all be significant 
challenges.

Our financial services sector tax lawyers have gained that 
knowledge by working with a diverse client base that 
includes leading insurance companies, banks, asset 
managers, broker-dealers, regulated investment 
companies (RICs), authorized investment funds including 
authorized contractual schemes (ACSs), business 
development companies (BDCs), hedge funds, private 
equity funds, venture capital funds, real estate investment 
funds including property authorized investment funds 
(PAIFs), real estate investment trusts (REITs), UK REITs and 
real estate mortgage investment conduits (REMICs), as well 
as other financial institutions. Through our work with these 
clients, our tax lawyers frequently offer advice on tax issues 
related to:

 – domestic and foreign public and private debt offerings

 – synthetic and hybrid instruments

 – foreign currency transactions

 – swaps and derivatives

 – hedging transactions

 – other complex financial products and capital markets 
transactions including the tax implications of 
modifications to, and defeasances of, commercial 
mortgages held by REMICs

Our commitment to a rapidly  
changing sector
Economic turbulence and regulatory upheaval have fueled 
rapid change across the financial services sector. 
Technology has fundamentally reformed the way markets 
operate and companies do business. A convergence of 
financial institutions and the products and services they 
offer has introduced new players, while eliminating 
long-standing ones. Financial services companies need 
lawyers who monitor and understand this dynamic business 
environment, as well as working with industry bodies and 
government departments on improvements to the tax 
system.

Through our combined and continuing efforts, the 
Eversheds Sutherland Financial Services Tax team 
understands the challenges you face and constantly will 
strive to provide innovative solutions to help you better 
compete in this evolving business environment. 

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team
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Insurance tax

The Eversheds Sutherland 
Insurance Taxation group 
addresses the most challenging 
tax issues facing the insurance 
industry, particularly those 
confronting multinational 
insurance companies. 

We assist clients on taxes that affect day-to-day operations, 
the tax aspects of proposed acquisitions, dispositions and 
reorganizations, the tax treatment of reinsurance 
transactions and surplus enhancement programs, product 
tax design, and the tax treatment of policyholders and 
shareholders.

We provide counsel on the full range of tax matters 
involving insurance products, from the design of tax-
compliant life insurance and annuity products for the retail, 
private placement and corporate markets to the 
remediation of products that fail to be tax compliant. We 
advise on policyholder tax matters and excise tax concerns. 
We also work with corporate clients other than insurance 
companies to assess their insurance programs, including 
COLI/BOLI arrangements, and with major investment banks 
in developing investment strategies that support variable 
products. Our lawyers are leading advisers on property and 
casualty, captive insurance and other risk funding plans, 
and we are at the cutting edge of tax and related business 
issues associated with new insurance products and their 
marketing.

Financial service taxation  
offerings include:

 – assisting insurance companies with tax planning and 
transactional work

 – advising on Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
(FATCA) compliance

 – handling company tax controversies at all stages

 – performing cross-border reinsurance, transfer pricing 
and planning work

Recent experience includes:
 – advising a large international insurer on the tax 

implications of the sale of its US insurance operations

 – representing two international insurers on the 
restructuring of their US operations

 – representing an international insurance company in tax 
litigation regarding a $306 million tax refund

 – auditing Bermuda insurer operations for compliance 
with tax guidelines

Our Financial Products Tax Insurance team provides 
experience and knowledge with respect to all types of 
insurance issues. We help insurance and other financial 
service companies manage risk while maximizing 
shareholder and policyholder value.

“Eversheds Sutherland’s state 
income tax team of lawyers are the 
best in the industry. Every attorney I 
have worked with is top-notch.“
Chambers USA
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Tax controversy 
and litigation

Eversheds Sutherland’s Tax Controversy and Litigation team 
offers a comprehensive multi-disciplinary service to help 
chart your way through complex disputes and anticipated 
future problems. If you are encountering the challenges of 
dispute resolution for the first time, our extensive knowledge 
allows us to deliver forward-thinking, individually tailored 
guidance on tax and the litigation process.

The experience of our international network of lawyers covers the whole spectrum of tax issues including 
corporate, partnership, individual and tax-exempt matters. Our team can advise you on how to deal with 
revenue authorities at every level, from tax audits and appeals to voluntary disclosure proceedings. Should 
a tax authority be unable or unwilling to reach an appropriate administrative resolution, we have a strong 
track record of litigating in court. In recent years, we have filed more than 100 court cases on behalf of 
more than 50 clients.
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Our experience includes:

 – winning a case of first impression involving tax 
characterization of residual value insurance, resulting in 
the elimination of the asserted deficiency, which was 
more than $50 million

 – successfully arguing and winning an appeal in US federal 
court regarding the statute of limitations for assessment 
in partnership cases

 – providing ongoing representation of an international 
insurance company in tax litigation regarding a 
$306 million tax refund

 – acting before the UK tax courts and higher courts, 
including the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court as 
well as the Court of Justice of the EU, in relation to VAT 
and direct taxes

 – handling a UK judicial review of the UK’s HMRC’s 
decision for a major financial institution

 – dealing with a lead case on VAT grouping before the UK 
tax courts and on appeal

 – acting for a UK retailer in relation to a complex VAT 
issue, involving numerous witnesses and expert 
evidence

 – ongoing representation of a UK insurance company 
before the Italian tax courts in a tax litigation regarding 
an €18 million tax refund, achieving a positive outcome 
for the client

 – acting for the Italian subsidiary of a Swiss company in 
relation to a tax litigation regarding, among others, 
alleged inventory differences and management fees

 – acting for German clients on VAT refunds and 
qualification of supplies to foreign customers as 
VAT-exempt

 – frequently representing German clients in tax audits and 
objection proceedings with tax authorities

 – representing Emperia Holding before the Polish 
Supreme Administrative Court. The case related to 
assuring for a Polish holding company the tax 
deductibility of arbitration costs arising from an 
arbitration case relating to a share sale transaction

 – representing Orange Polska in tax litigation in a 
cash-pool case

“Each of the attorneys whom I’ve 
worked with have been very strong. 
They provide excellent client 
service and they are certainly 
knowledgeable about their 
subject matters.“
Chambers USA

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team
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Employee benefits, 
pensions and 
incentive share plans

Employee share plans and cash-
based incentive arrangements 
can play a key role in recruiting, 
retaining and motivating  
talented employees. Structured 
correctly, they allow you to 
provide meaningful rewards  
that are linked directly to the 
long-term financial success of 
your business.

Eversheds Sutherland’s Employee Benefits, Pensions and 
Executive Compensation practice work with you to create 
practical and innovative solutions, tailor made to your 
concerns. With lawyers across Europe, the US, the Middle 
East and Asia, we can help you navigate this important and 
increasingly complex area of the law.

Experienced employee benefits, pensions 
and executive compensation lawyers
Our lawyers come from varied career backgrounds and 
have a diverse range of experience. They draw upon 
broad-based practical knowledge and detailed 
understanding of the issues that employers and service 
providers face. Members of our team sit on the share 
incentives advisory committee of HMRC and the Quoted 
Companies Alliance and the Employment Taxes Committee 
of the CBI. This allows us to give you cutting edge advice 
taking into account likely future developments that we have 
helped to shape.

Our service offerings include:
 – pensions, investments, insurance and de-risking, and 

dispute resolution

 – defined contribution plans, including 401(k) plans

 – executive compensation, including share incentive 
schemes, other equity-based compensation, cash-
based incentive plans and deferred compensation 
arrangements

 – acquisitions, business transfer, M&A and outsourcing

 – health and welfare plans, including HIPAA, COBRA and 
other laws

 – ERISA and other regulatory schemes, and related 
government audits

 – employee benefit trusts

We counsel employers on ongoing plan design and 
compliance, corporate transactions and negotiations with 
government agencies. In addition, we work with financial 
services companies with respect to retirement products 
and services. At Eversheds Sutherland, we go beyond 
simply advising on the law. We are actively involved in 
shaping pensions law and policy in the US, the UK and 
mainland Europe.
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An experienced Employee  
Benefits, Pensions and Executive 
Compensation team

Our recent experience includes:

 – implementing a stock incentive program for a global 
financial services company in 26 jurisdictions

 – managing pension requirements for an internationally 
mobile workforce, including guidance on taxation and 
local law requirements and establishing plans for 
globally mobile employees

 – assisting more than 60 financial services and retirement 
industry companies on compliance with transformative 
US fiduciary regulations

 – advising a global Fortune 30 consumer products 
company on employee benefits and executive 
compensation matters

 – executing retirement benefit plan changes, closures and 
wind-ups in a range of different countries

 – developing creative pension-plan-funding solutions 
including advice on funding structures designed to 
utilize corporate assets to manage cashflow

 – designing and implementing bespoke stock incentive 
plans for companies coming to market for the first time

 – establishing tax-efficient stock incentive plans in 
multiple jurisdictions

“The [Eversheds Sutherland] Share 
Schemes team were highly 
professional and efficient. I would 
recommend their services.“ 
CEO, Insurance Provider

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team
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Tax accounting

Businesses in the US face some of 
the highest tax rates in the world. 
It’s critical that companies choose 
an adviser capable of delivering 
creative, effective tax solutions 
that support their long-term 
business objectives. With more 
than 30 lawyers focused on 
federal tax matters, we can  
advise you on business  
formation and corporate 
transactions, capital formation 
and financing, as well as business 
and treasury operations. 

Our Federal Tax team handles federal tax issues in the full 
complement of transactional corporate tax matters 
including mergers and acquisitions, dispositions, spin-offs 
and internal restructurings. We can also advise you on tax 
issues relating to domestic and foreign public and private 
debt offerings, synthetic and hybrid instruments, swaps and 
derivatives, and hedging transactions. 

Eversheds Sutherland’s US offices represent global and 
domestic businesses and organizations on a range of 
issues, from formulating and implementing tax accounting 
strategies to providing counsel on a wide range of tax 
accounting matters, FIN 48 reporting, worker classification 
issues, consolidated returns and information reporting.

Our team can assist your business with matters regarding 
the proper tax treatment of costs associated with tangible 
property (including the identification of units of property, 
the treatment of repair costs, and retirement and cost of 
removal issues) and intangible property (including 
acquisition costs, termination payments and recovery). We 
also focus on corporate transaction costs, depreciable lives 
and methods, capitalization issues, inventory, advance 
payments, customer deposits, gift cards, bonus payments, 

pensions and other post-employment benefits (OPEB), 
economic performance, mark to market, manufacturers’ 
deduction, worthless stock deduction, environmental 
remediation and decommissioning costs.

Whatever your needs and wherever you operate, our 
lawyers are on hand to help you achieve your goals.

Eversheds Sutherland provides representation before the 
Internal Revenue Service to obtain private letter rulings and 
defend against technical advice. We also act in controversy 
matters before the Examination and Appeals divisions, and 
ultimately, in litigation before the federal and tax courts. 
Our federal tax accounting lawyers can further assist you in 
changing methods of accounting, preparing claims for 
refund, preparing and reviewing studies supporting tax 
return positions, claims and tax provision analyses.

Our recent experience includes:
 – advising on tax treatment and subsequent IRS exam 

representation involving $150 million in corporate 
transaction costs in one of 2016’s largest merger 
transactions

 – securing favorable private letter rulings regarding bonus 
depreciation for a global financial services company

 – preparing and securing approval for a $400 million 
informal claim

 – counseling on accounting method change and filing of 
related Form 3115s, with respect to tangible property 
and fixed assets, inventory, advance payments, bonus 
payments, pensions, bad debts and non-accrual 
experience methods

 – representing clients in IRS exams regarding deductibility 
of corporate termination payments

 – filing private letter rulings and representation regarding 
treatment of the worthless stock deduction

“…impressive and effective, with  
a wide experience base.“ 
Chambers USA
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Indirect tax/VAT

Eversheds Sutherland’s Indirect 
Tax practice can help you chart a 
way through the global maze of 
indirect taxes and VAT systems. 
Advising across a wide range of 
VAT-sensitive sectors, including 
real estate, financial services, 
retail, diversified industries, 
education and healthcare, we can 
deliver practical solutions and 
maximum tax efficiency for your 
business.

A value-added tax (VAT) does not stop at national 
boundaries. Every business transaction in Europe and much 
of the wider world has VAT/GST implications, often under 
differing rules and procedures. Our global VAT group 
provides standalone structuring advice but also deals with 
inquiries and disputes with tax authorities, allowing us to 
offer integrated VAT advice across jurisdictions.

We also routinely advise clients on indirect taxes imposed 
by US states and localities including sales and use taxes, 
telecommunications taxes and gross receipts taxes. 

Our Tax team is one of the largest practices in the UK and 
contains leading industry players. The breadth and depth of 
our experience both in the UK and elsewhere ensures that 
we can deliver high quality VAT advice and VAT 
transactional support wherever you need it.

Our advice is always framed by your business objectives. 
We provide clear and coherent guidance throughout any 
project, including managing VAT cash flow and costs. Our 
advice is always practical, creative and cost effective. We 
are also frequently instructed to advise on specific VAT 
issues that arise from changes in legislation, European case 
law or tax policy.

Working as part of a multi-disciplined, cross-jurisdictional 
team, we have developed consistent cross-border 
documentation and pricing structures. This approach 
ensures that we can provide an effective VAT advisory and 
VAT transactional service.

Examples of our experience include 
advising:

 – one of the world’s biggest pension schemes on ways to 
mitigate the VAT costs of operating in light of European 
case law

 – on a VAT efficient structure of a major new university 
campus

 – on the cross-border VAT issues of a new specialist 
investment fund

 – VAT exempt companies on the disapplication of the VAT 
election

 – a major gaming provider on the most VAT efficient pan 
EU online gaming structure which, while mitigating VAT 
incurred on expenditure, allows for a software-
development arm of the business to remain onshore in 
the UK

 – on complex VAT partial exemption issues for clients in 
the financial services, retail and education sectors

“Up-to-date expertise and effective 
and simple explanations.“
[Eversheds Sutherland] tax client

“They delivered exactly what they 
said they would deliver on. They did 
that within the budget that they 
quoted, so we are very happy.“
Eversheds Sutherland tax client

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team

23



Partnership taxation

Partnerships are an inescapable 
feature of today’s corporate, real 
estate and financial environment. 
Eversheds Sutherland’s 
Partnership Taxation team stands 
ready to provide you with 
sophisticated tax planning and 
structuring advice on the 
formation, operation, dissolution, 
merger, division, acquisition and 
disposition of partnerships, 
limited liability companies, joint 
ventures, hybrids and other pass-
through entities. Whatever your 
needs, our lawyers will help you 
find your way through this 
complex and vitally important 
legal area.

Eversheds Sutherland’s Partnership Tax practice has 
extensive experience in a wide variety of domestic and 
multinational partnership structures. These include 
corporate joint ventures, hedge funds and other private 
investment funds, real estate development and  
investment projects, leveraged partnerships, tax credit 
partnerships, internal group restructurings, publicly traded 
partnerships, and complex pooling and financing 
arrangements. Our clients range from multinational 
corporations and real estate developers to fund managers 
and high-net-worth individuals.

Our lawyers deliver effective advice that will help you to 
achieve your business and investment goals in a tax-
efficient manner. Acquisitions, dispositions, liquidations, 
mergers and divisions of partnership and other pass-
through entities all involve unique tax issues and 
opportunities. We have extensive experience in negotiating 
and structuring transactions and routinely provide advice 
on whether proposed business operations could potentially 
give rise to partnership issues. In addition to structuring and 
planning issues, our team is always ready to assist you with 
audits and litigation of tax issues involving partnerships and 
other pass-through entities.
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Renewable and 
alternative energy

Eversheds Sutherland’s Energy 
Tax group offers comprehensive 
tax advice regarding renewable 
and alternative energy 
transactions and regularly 
represents clients in controversies 
involving renewable and 
alternative energy transactions.

Eversheds Sutherland’s Energy Tax group, along with our 
broader Renewable and Alternative Energy team, provides 
comprehensive advice to project developers, strategic and 
financial investors, power marketers, utilities, lenders, 
engineering and construction companies, traders, renewable 
fuel producers, and other participants in the renewable and 
alternative energy industry. We have advised on matters 
involving virtually every type of renewable and alternative 
energy source including: wind, solar, biomass, geothermal, 
hydro, biodiesel, ethanol and other alternative fuels.

On the power side, the Energy Tax group has significant 
experience working with renewable energy project 
developers, cash equity sponsors and tax equity investors to 
ensure compliance with the requirements to claim federal tax 
credits (such as production and investment tax credits), 
including the beginning of construction requirements, and 
state tax credits and grants. We understand how to balance 
maximizing the value of the tax benefits for renewable power 
transactions with minimizing the risk of a successful IRS 
challenge to claimed tax credits, and how to properly allocate  
any tax risks.

On the fuels side, the Energy Tax group regularly represents 
traders and producers in transactions to obtain the neat and 
blender tax credits (when available) and in tax controversies 
with the IRS.

Examples of our recent experience include:
 – advised a sponsor in the acquisition of a construction-

ready wind farm in Texas with more than 249 MW of 
capacity, and negotiated tax equity commitments to be 
funded upon completion of construction 

 – represented a utility in the receipt of a private  
letter ruling related to interconnection issues  
for a solar project

 – developed a community solar structure for use in 
attracting a tax equity investor for numerous small  
solar projects

 – represented a strategic investor in the purchase of the 
renewable energy unit of Talen Energy Corporation; 

 – the acquired portfolio consisted of 25 renewable  
energy projects—solar, wind and landfill gas-to-energy 
facilities — in four states, comprising 65 MW of 
generation capacity

 – represented a major private equity fund on the bid to 
acquire two wind farms in Texas, aggregating 
approximately 300 MW in capacity, together with 
negotiations with tax equity investors and back-leverage 
providers; work included conducting due diligence and 
negotiating acquisition agreements, and advising on 
availability of PTCs and beginning of construction issues

 – represented a tax equity investor in the acquisition of an 
interest in multiple utility scale solar projects 
represented clients before IRS Appeals with respect to 
ethanol and biodiesel fuels credits

“What distinguishes Eversheds 
Sutherland in the US is its tax 
practice, historically it is one the 
strongest.“ 
Chambers USA 
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Tax-exempt 
organizations

Eversheds Sutherland’s Tax-
Exempt Organizations practice 
delivers individually focused and 
effective advice to help you 
achieve your objectives.  
Whether you are representing  
a government, sovereign  
wealth fund, regional and local 
authority, hospital, university, 
trade association or other  
non-profit entity, our lawyers are 
here to help.

We pride ourselves on providing counsel and 
representation to a wide range of tax-exempt organizations 
and their supporters. Our lawyers have extensive 
experience in tax law compliance and controversies, 
corporate law, financing, intellectual property, employee 
contracts, compensation and benefits, organizational 
fiduciary responsibilities, construction or leasing of 
facilities, political campaigns and corporate governance.

Our experience in tax-exempt 
organizations includes:

 – negotiation of agreements among multiple tax-exempt 
organizations or between tax-exempt organizations and 
business entities

 – design, formation, organization and qualification of new 
tax-exempt organizations such as hospitals, clinics, and 
medical and scientific research organizations

 – reorganization of tax-exempt organizations, particularly 
academic medical centers, hospital systems and private 
foundations

 – development of grant-making policies, procedures, 
agreements and other documentation including the 
taxation implications of grants and funding 
arrangements

 – representation of clients in Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) controversies including audits, administrative 
appeals, revocation proceedings and litigation

“The quality of their work, as 
well as their responsiveness and 
attentiveness, is commendable.“ 
Chambers USA 
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Trusts and estates

Eversheds Sutherland’s Trusts and 
Estates group has a wide range of 
experience in all aspects of estate 
planning and the administration 
of trusts and estates, from 
drafting wills to representing 
fiduciaries and beneficiaries in 
non-tax disputes. Whatever your 
needs and wherever you operate, 
we are on hand to advise you.

Our lawyers have extensive experience in lifetime tax and 
business planning for individuals, post-mortem tax 
planning, and estate and trust administration. We also offer 
more than just properly drafted wills and trust agreements. 
At Eversheds Sutherland, we pride ourselves on our wide 
range of experience in income tax and business planning 
for owners of closely held businesses, transfer tax 
minimization, international taxation and estate planning. In 
addition, we work closely with you to develop and 

implement lifetime gift programs, insurance programs and 
charitable giving programs appropriate to your desires, 
needs and resources. Our team also works closely with 
private family offices and their professional advisers on 
multi-generational estate planning.

We provide advice and counsel in  
areas including:

 – estate planning including the drafting of wills, trusts and 
related documents

 – business and succession planning for owners of closely 
held businesses including those involved in corporations 
and partnerships

 – international planning for non-resident aliens with 
extensive US business interests

 – estate administration for estates of all sizes and in all 
jurisdictions. Additionally, our lawyers advise fiduciaries 
on business issues affecting estates and trusts, including 
the restructuring of business interests

 – controversies involving individuals and estates in 
disputes before the Internal Revenue Service concerning 
income, gift, estate and generation-skipping transfer tax 
matters. We have also represented individuals and 
estates in fiduciary and tax litigation

Spanning the global market  
Our experienced international Tax team
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Why work with us?

Technical excellence 
Over the years, Eversheds Sutherland has been recognized 
as leaders in changing the dynamic of legal services.  
We have been consistently praised by clients and highly 
ranked in the most respected independent directories. Our 
goal is to deliver a high quality legal solution underpinned 
by a commitment to relationships that deliver. Formal client 
feedback programs have been established to  
support this approach.

Clients service
We act for nearly 25 of the Fortune 50, nearly 50 of the 
Fortune 100 and more than 70 of the Fortune 200. We 
have over 160 tax practitioners in 20+ countries.

Global coverage
We have a network of more than 200 relationship law firms 
around the world in addition to specific and formalized 
regional alliances. We manage client relationships and 
complex matters across national and international borders. 
With our newly expanded footprint, we provide vast 
experience of working on domestic and international 
projects with a consistent, high quality service wherever 
clients need us.

Quality and innovation
We work collaboratively and innovatively with our clients. 
We look to improve what we do continuously, fostering a 
culture which rewards innovative thinking. We regularly gain 
external recognition in this area, and we match that with our 
own internal innovation competitions to encourage our 
people to have the next great ideas to help our clients.

Sector strength 
We provide the full range of legal services in key practice 
areas which include corporate and M&A, finance, dispute 
resolution and litigation, human capital and labor law, real 
estate and construction and tax. Our industry and business 
knowledge enables us to work with our clients to achieve 
their strategic objectives through innovative solutions. We 
have deep experience in a number of industry sectors, 
including energy and infrastructure, financial services, 
insurance, TMT and industrials.

Relationships
Our lawyers are accessible, engaged and responsive. We 
serve our clients as trusted advisers and cultivate deep and 
genuine relationships offering highly commercial insight 
across sectors and around the world.
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Common culture
Eversheds Sutherland sets itself apart through our people 
and our culture. We support and embrace the diversity of 
our lawyers and staff and strive to reflect the communities in 
which we work. We encourage all of our staff to achieve 
their potential through mentoring and continuing education 
in an inclusive environment.

Project management
Our structured project management approach is an 
important element of our client-focused service. It 
includes a single point of contact, highly developed 
processes and technology-based solutions to 
implement best practices for the benefit of our clients.

Ground-breaking consultancy services
Eversheds Sutherland Consulting offers an innovative 
consultancy service assisting in-house legal departments of 
all sizes with legal strategy, regulatory risk and compliance 
(including specifically in the financial services sector), HR 
consultancy, efficiency and technology.
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Welcome to  
our world 
We are regularly asked to support our 
clients across numerous jurisdictions, 
and in response we have developed a 
network of more than 200 relationship 
law firms around the world, with each 
sharing our approach to service 
excellence. We have also developed 
specific and formalized regional 
alliances as follows:

Eversheds Sutherland Latin America Alliance 
We have brought together more than 20 firms across 17 
countries to create an innovate platform for sharing 
knowledge, opportunities and promoting the highest 
standards of legal service across Latin America.

Eversheds Sutherland Asia Pacific Alliance

With the support of our established offices in Hong Kong, 
Beijing, Shanghai and Singapore, this alliance is a unique entity 
that provides access to the combined knowledge of 20 firms 
in more than 40 countries across the Asia Pacific region.

Eversheds Sutherland Africa Alliance 

We manage a network of more than 30 offices across Africa.

No one else can match this innovative service in one of the 
world’s most rapidly developing continents.
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Our global Tax team
Angola
Diogo Bernardo Monteiro
Partner
T: +351 213 587 500
dbmonteiro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.net

Austria
Mag. Aurelius Freytag
Partner
T: +43 1 51620 120 
M: +43 664 2028147
aurelius.freytag@ 
eversheds-sutherland.at

Belgium
Gregory Komlosi
Counsel
T: +32 2 737 93 67
gregorykomlosi@ 
eversheds-sutherland.be

Czech Republic
Stanislav Dvořák
Managing Partner
T: +420 2557 06515
stanislav.dvorak@ 
eversheds-sutherland.cz

Estonia
Toomas Pikamäe
Partner
T: +372 622 9990
toomas.pikamae@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ee

Finland
Torsti Lakari
Partner
T: +358 10 684 1480 
M: +358 400 650 214
torsti.lakari@eversheds.fi

Henri Steiner
Chairman of the Board
T: +358 10 684 1331 
M: +358 400 408 002
henri.steiner@eversheds.fi

France
Philippe de Guyenro
Partner
T: +33 1 55 73 40 00
philippedeguyenro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Germany
Jens Binding
Counsel
T: +49 211 86467 42
jensbinding@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Dr. Stefan Diemer
Partner
T: +49 89 54565 239
stefandiemer@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Dr. Lars Haverkamp
Partner
T: +49 211 86467 41
larshaverkamp@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Hungary
Ágnes Szent-Ivány 
Managing Partner 
T: +36 13 94 31 21 
szent-ivany@
eversheds-sutherland.hu

Iraq
Suzan Aziz
Principal Associate
T: +964 770 897 0405
suzanaziz@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Mozahem Khalaf
Managing Partner
T: +964 780 916 7972 
M: +964 770 039 8551
mozahemkhalaf@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Ireland
Alan Connell
Partner
T: +353 16644217 
M: +353 87 6634407
alanconnell@
eversheds-sutherland.ie

Robert Dever
Partner
T: +353 0 16 44 14 78
RobertDever@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie

Italy
Sebastiano Sciliberto
Partner
T: +39 06 893 2701 
M: +39 347 350 6810 
sebastianosciliberto@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it

Gianluca Nemec
Partner
T: +39 06 893 2701 
gianlucanemec@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it

Latvia
Anete Marhele
Specialist Counsel
T: +371 6728 0102
anete.marhele@ 
eversheds-sutherland.lv

Luxembourg
Rafael Moll de alba
Partner
T: +35 2 27 86 46 91
rafaelmolldealba@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Mauritius
Renand Pretorius
Partner
T: +230 211 0550
renandpretorius@ 
eversheds-sutherland.mu

Mozambique
Bruno Arez Martins
Partner
T: +351 213 587 500
barezmartins@ 
eversheds-sutherland.net

Poland
Agnieszka Wierzbicka
Counsel
T: +48 22 50 50 759
agnieszka.wierzbicka@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl
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Portugal
Bruno Arez Martins
Partner
T: +351 213 587 500
barezmartins@ 
eversheds-sutherland.net

Diogo Bernardo Monteiro
Partner
T: +351 213 587 500
DBMonteiro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.net

Romania
Dragoș Doroș 
Partner
T: +40 21 311 2561
dragosdoros@eversheds.ro

Slovakia
Bernhard Hager
Managing Partner
T: +420 2557 06533
bernhard.hager@ 
eversheds-sutherland.sk

Spain
Antonio Cuéllar Prats
Partner
T: +34 91 429 43 33
acuellar@ 
eversheds-sutherland.es

Switzerland
Andrea Baetscher
Partner
T: +41 31 328 75 42 
andrea.baetscher@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch

René Schreiber
Partner
T: +41 31 328 75 81
rene.schreiber@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch

Tunisia
Farès Koussay El Heni
Managing Partner
T: +331 55 73 40 00 
M: +33 6 68 20 65 33
fareselheni@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

United Kingdom
Colin Askew 
Partner 
T: +44 113 200 4349 
M: +44 782 446 0409
colinaskew@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Paul Beausang
Partner
T: +44 207 919 4868 
M: +44 777 555 4227
paulbeausang@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Danny Blum
Partner
T: +44 207 919 0719 
M: +44 792 024 5430
danielblum@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Amanda Dodsworth
Legal Director
T: +44 113 200 4007 
M: +44 739 325 4346
amandadodsworth@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Mathew Gorringe 
Partner
T: +44 113 200 4140 
M: +44 778 531 4752
mathewgorringe@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

David Jervis
Partner
T: +44 113 200 4780 
M: +44 777 558 7810
davidjervis@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Ben Jones 
Partner
T: +44 207 919 4686 
M: +44 776 644 0997
benjones@
eversheds-sutherland.com

Helen Mackey
Partner
T: +44 207 919 4854 
M: +44 787 644 8315
helenmackey@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Giles Salmond
Partner
T: +44 207 919 4700 
M: +44 788 419 1214
gilessalmond@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Camilla Spielman
Legal Director
T: +44 207 919 0547
M: +44 779 907 2127
camillaspielman@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Charlotte Stodell
Partner
T: +44 207 919 4557
M: +44 782 446 0437
charlottestodell@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com

Deepesh Upadhyay
Partner
T: +44 207 919 0915
deepeshupadhyay@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com
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