New court pilot scheme for unopposed lease renewals
The County Court at Central London has introduced a new pilot scheme for unopposed lease renewals where all cases will be transferred to the
First Tier Tribunal (Property Chamber) (“FTT”) in London. This is to speed up the lease renewal process and to allow cases to run more smoothly and save costs.
The timeframe from issue of proceedings to trial could now be as quick as 16 weeks.

Transfer and Initial Stay of Proceedings
Once the unopposed lease renewal proceedings are issued, the proceedings should be automatically transferred to the FTT.
Following the transfer, the FTT will write to the parties and provide an opportunity to seek a 3 month stay. The stay can be requested in only two scenarios:

|

where both parties write to the Court and request a stay within 14 days in order to enable negotiations to continue or to allow a reference to the Professional
Arbitration of Court Terms to be made; or

|

where lease expiry (and therefore, the valuation date) is later than 20 weeks from the case being referred to the FTT.

Directions and Hearing
If no stay is requested (or at the expiry of the initial 3 month stay, if requested), the FTT will then issue directions which set out the 20 week timetable. This is set
out below:

2 Weeks

5 Weeks

10 to 20 Weeks

Landlord to submit draft lease to tenant for approval.

Landlord to provide the
tenant with a list of the
terms of the draft lease
that remain in dispute.

After 10 weeks, the FTT will list the case for hearing.

Valuers to meet to exchange measurements of the
property, comparables and meet to clarify issues in
dispute.

The FTT currently has a 6 week listing window for
hearings and the FTT’s target is to list all cases
within 20 weeks of issue.

One Week Before the
Hearing
(17 weeks based on
current listing)
Bundles must be lodged.

Date Directions
Issued
4 Weeks

7 Weeks

Two Weeks Before the Hearing

The tenant to return the
draft lease to the
landlord with any
amendments shown in
red.

The parties must exchange statements of
agreed facts and disputed issues and send
copies to the FTT.

(16 weeks based on current listing)

Both parties must have completed and
returned a listing questionnaire.

Expert reports must be exchanged and
lodged.
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