
Industrial, Manufacturing, Automotive, 
Chemical, Aerospace, Defense & 
Security update 

Diversified Industrials| April 2017

Welcome to Eversheds Sutherland’s Diversified Industrials quarterly 
update where we feature articles on key developments within our sector. 
We have also included recent press releases and upcoming events.

April’s apprenticeship levy  - 
are you ready? 

UK employers with a pay bill exceeding £3 
million will be subject to the levy. 

This applies to all such employers, 
regardless of their engagement in 
apprenticeship schemes or of their 
location within the UK. 

It is estimated that the levy will apply to 
some 2% of UK employers.

Click here to read more

Business rates revaluation 1 
April 2017 – how does it affect 
you?

Business rates are currently a hot topic 
and with good reason. With the April 2017 
revaluation affecting all properties across 
the UK, Diversified Industrials have not 
been as badly affected as some sectors, 
but certain areas of the UK and certain 
classes within the sector have been hit 
with double digit increases. 

Click here to read more

Innovation and maintaining 
your commitment to data 
privacy and safeguarding

Laws protecting personal information 
apply in over 100 countries worldwide but 
are particularly prevalent across the EU. 
Many industrial products are designed to 
improve efficiency, reliability and ease of 
use, using innovation to be user friendly.
 
For large international companies which 
have high numbers of customers and 
staff, this can present a lot of data to deal 
with and a substantial data compliance 
challenge.

Click here to read more

Business rates on solar roofs 
raised 

Stakeholders in the UK solar industry, 
including trade associations are coming to 
terms with the fact that business rates on 
self-owned commercial rooftop solar PV 
will rise between 6 and 8 times as of April 
2017.

The change is due to a wider re-
evaluation of business rates that take 
place every 5 - 7 years, where the 
Valuation Office Agency looks at how 
assets are valued, the income they 
generate and how costs have evolved 
over that period. 

Click here to read more 
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EU posted worker changes 
have broader impact on mobile 
workforces

For many multinational employers, the 
concept of posted workers, together with 
their EU legal protections, are baffling 
but, happily, they could also be largely 
ignored. Not now. 

Posted worker changes implemented 
last year are affecting some intra-group 
transfers, secondments and expatriate 
assignments, with many employers not 
aware that they may be in breach. 

Click here to read more

Modern slavery - 1 year on

The Modern Slavery Act requires 
qualifying businesses to publicly report, 
in a slavery and trafficking statement, 
the steps they have taken to ensure 
their operations and supply chains are 
trafficking and slavery free.
 
The duty applied to organisations with 
year-ends from 31 March 2016.
 
We look back at the first twelve months’ 
of slavery and trafficking statements.

Click here to read more

Preparing for Brexit 

We recently conducted a survey asking 
how UK businesses are responding to 
some of the key commercial and legal 
Brexit issues. 175 key decision makers 
contributed including CEOs, managing 
directors, finance directors and GCs from 
organisations of every type and size.

The report revealed that “…too many 
UK businesses remain dangerously 
unprepared for Brexit.” 

Read the report here

Global tax digest

Introducing our Global Tax Digest—a 
collection of tax developments from our 
attorneys across the globe.

With the combination of Eversheds and 
Sutherland came expanded capabilities 
and areas of practice. 

We are excited to share our first edition 
and will continue to publish articles on a 
monthly basis.

Click here to read more 

Guerrilla tactics: resulting in 
indemnity costs awards?

In an environment where business 
is done on an international basis it is 
important that global corporations have 
an awareness of how courts in different 
jurisdictions may react in specific 
situations. 

We examine how courts internationally 
are reacting to the use of guerrilla tactics 
in arbitration which become the subject 
of an appeal, in particular we examine 
the differing approaches of Hong Kong, 
England and Australia. 

Click here to read more

NEC4: evolution not revolution

The NEC Contract Board has announced 
that a new NEC4 suite of contracts will be 
available on 22 June 2017. 

The introduction of the NEC4 suite of 
contracts is a “positive development, and 
existing users of NEC3 will recognise that 
NEC4 build upon the content of NEC3, in a 
way which can be described as evolution 
not revolution”. 

Click here to read more
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Budget: Britain needs to claim rightful place in 4th industrial revolution

Charlotte Walker-Osborn, head of TMT at Eversheds Sutherland, comments on investment 
announcements in the UK's Budget confirming £270m for robots, driverless cars and biotech, £16m 
for a 5G mobile technology hub and £200m for fibre broadband.

Read the full press release here 
 

Reality of huge Brexit legislation headache hits home

Eversheds Sutherland's EU Competition and Regulatory group and specialist Brexit lawyer Ros 
Kellaway, comments how the new report from Thinktank, the Institute for Government, predicts that 
the ‘huge burden’ of new bills and secondary legislation UK parliament needs to pass as part of Brexit 
will be the ‘biggest peacetime challenge the country has faced’. 

Read the full press release here 
 

We feature in the latest Works Management publication

David Beswick, Employment Partner at Eversheds Sutherland, has recently featured in the Works 
Management publication exploring a rogue whistle-blower and bullying.

Read the full feature here (See pages 12 & 13)

  
Eversheds Sutherland seal the deal categories at M&A Advisor’s EMEA 
Corporate Development Awards

We have been named ‘winner’ in several of the deal categories at the M&A Advisor’s annual EMEA 
Corporate Development Awards.

The Awards recognise and celebrate the leading corporations, transactions, teams and professionals 
– including the financial, legal and consulting team members – who played a key role in successful 
corporate development across the regions.

Read the full press release here
 

Eversheds Sutherland cartel settlement outranks competition to take award

The award for behavioural matter of the year (Europe) was for the creative, strategic and innovative 
work carried out in a non-merger matter before an enforcer in Europe. A combined team from 
Eversheds Sutherland, Cleary Gottlieb and boutique law firm contrast, represented AB Volvo in the 
European Commission’s investigation into the truck sector, one of the largest cartel investigations 
conducted to date. 

Read the full press release here
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Upcoming events

Artificial Intelligence in the 
Driver’s Seat

3 May 2017, New York, USA

Automated transportation represents a 
monumental leap forward; yet, this new 
technology will not be foolproof. There will 
be technological, legal and ethical hurdles 
that stand in the way of innovation.

We invite you to join leading technology, 
legal, consulting, government, insurance 
and academic sector speakers for a 
discussion of these developing issues. 

Click here to read more and book

Wind and Solar Energy Storage 
Advancements 

13 - 14 June 2017, London

We are delighted to be a partner for the 
upcoming Wind and Solar Energy Storage 
Advancements Forum. 

The event will cover various topics including, 
understanding stakeholder perspectives, 
legal status and regulatory policies, insights 
gained from current global wind and solar 
energy storage projects and co-location, 
decentralisation and the internet of things.                                  

Click here to read more and book
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Health & Safety summer school

27 - 28 September 2017, Oxford

When the Regulator gives health the same 
priority as safety, industrial employers must 
take notice. This summer school considers 
subjects including asbestos, vibration and 
mental health as well as new developments 
and recent incidents.
                                          
Click here to read more and book

Safety incident responses - 
inquests and court appearances 

Various dates and locations available

When something goes wrong, the way an 
industrial organisation responds, from the 
moment after the incident, all the way 
through the court process, is watched, 
recorded, analysed and judged.

Click here to read more and book
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Brexit’s silver lining

Industrial clusters

Are industrial and manufacturing businesses doing enough to be ready for Brexit?

Welcoming the new digital strategy with open arms

BMW allows dealers to use online portal ‘carwow’ and escapes CMA investigation 

Have you seen us on Passle
Our lawyers comment and give their views on recent industrial news

https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE68A9ACB42BFD75C65E1
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE68A9ACB42BFD75C65E1
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE7E89E2B57DF975D602404AD5FB2DFD585F81D8CF1A8131522
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE7E89E2B57DF975D602404AD5FB2DFD585F81D8CF1A8131522
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE7E89E2B57DF975D602404AD5FB2DFD585F85C9CF1A912C6
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE61C6DFF12EED76DF47411EC9EA24F55213C0DADC118B24528
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE7A81EAB429E13BDB4C5057DEEC22EE1D1A96DAC400990
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE6B92E9A934EC3CC1024057D6FF29E81D1389D1C31A82705E3939AF5851EB7
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE608EE8A42EEC69DB435F1ED9E539E9491A92CC8A0484235D342FA02
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE4B92E9A934EC3BC243404DD6EC30A
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE4D89EBB829F9779251474CDBFD29FD445F90DED9078935527
https://dms.eversheds.com/rs/ct.aspx?ct=24F76815D4E40AEDC1D180AADB25981ED5BE6BADDBF12DF968C14E56422


NEC4

29 June 2017, London

The NEC Contract Board has announced that a new NEC4 suite of contracts will be available on 
22 June 2017. Join us to discuss the key changes of the NEC4 suite of contracts and how this will 
impact your business.

Click here to register your interest

Procurement update series 2017

Various dates and locations available

Public procurement is big business. In terms of value, it has been estimated to account for 13% 
of the UK’s GDP. Most valuable public contracts have to be advertised and procured 
by means of fair and transparent processes.  

If you are a supplier of products or services to the public sector or you are interested in 
becoming one, don’t miss out on Eversheds-Sutherland’s public procurement law update, looking 
at the law from a bidder’s perspective. What are your rights? What are the processes that need 
to be followed by public sector purchasers? What should you do if you are concerned about the 
fairness or outcome of a procurement process? What remedies are there available? When should 
you act? What effect would Brexit have on public procurement regulation? 

This and many other questions will be answered by members of our award-winning public 
procurement law team.  

Authority event
Click here to read more and book

Bidders event 
Click here to read more and book

Utilities event
Click here to read more and book 
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Contact
For further information, please contact:

Parmjit Singh
Partner and Head of Diversified Industrials Sector

+44 121 232 1410 
parmjitsingh@eversheds-sutherland.com 
View my profile
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