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What we do 

From market infrastructure and payments to 
new asset class origination, distributed ledger 
technology (DLT) is playing an increasingly 
important role in the execution of financial 
services and the creation of new markets. 
Stablecoins, non-fungible tokens and digital 
assets of all kinds are rapidly evolving from 
speculative investments outside the regulatory 
perimeter into mainstream investment activity. 
Central bank digital currencies are now under 
consideration around the world and 
government policy in many jurisdictions is now 
focussed on creating regulatory frameworks 
which will accelerate growth in digital markets 
by addressing market stability, consumer 
protection and financial crime concerns. 

With years of experience working alongside our clients 
in research and development, proof of concept and roll 
out of DLT driven process innovation, payments, asset 
origination and market infrastructure we can help you 
advance your DLT strategy through digital asset 
regulatory classification, custody of digital assets, 
security, smart contracts, tokenization and more.

Our global team advise governments on defining 
policy and regulation; custodians on the safekeeping of 
digital assets; exchanges, traders and brokers on 
compliance with regulatory requirements across 
multiple jurisdictions; data privacy and security issues; 
emerging regulatory frameworks; and commercial 
arrangements with counterparties. We advise 
investment fund managers and depositary banks on 
regulatory and corporate issues related to the 
establishment of alternative investment funds investing 
in digital assets as well as funds issued using blockchain 
technology. We assist global retail and investment 
banks on compliance with MiFID II requirements 
relating to trading in digital assets, advise on market 
blockchain platforms in market infrastructure and work 
with clients on novel public and private coin and token 
offerings and cross border distribution.

What sets us apart 

Deep subject matter knowledge

Successful execution and implementation of DLT 
strategies requires a multi-disciplinary approach. Working 
on a joined up basis, our global team comprises leading 
practitioners in all of the legal and regulatory disciplines 
needed to achieve your commercial goals. This is melded 
with deep knowledge of DLT applications across market 
infrastructure, payments and digital assets and experience 
shaping market standards in the crypto industry (both CeFi 
and DeFi) and navigating the evolving legal and regulatory 
framework for digital assets around the world. 

Global team

Our team comprises subject matter experts in all the major 
finance centers and hubs for financial innovation around 
the world including New York, San Francisco, London, 
Paris, Dubai, Hong Kong and Singapore. We also have 
capabilities in important hive locations including Austin 
(Texas), Dublin, Zurich, Madrid, Stockholm and the Baltic 
States. We believe in an ecosystem approach, using our 
global footprint and market knowledge to connect 
entrepreneurs with capital and industry expertise 
wherever they may be. 

Shaping the future of DLT

As global thought leaders in DLT we believe that a key 
part of our role is to facilitate public private dialogue to 
help influence and shape government policy and 
emerging legal and regulatory frameworks. Working with 
industry bodies and market participants of all kinds we 
actively engage with regulators and policymakers around 
the world seeking to ensure a sustainable future for DLT 
applications of all kinds.

Knowledge

We regularly provide clients with training on all aspects of 
DLT as well as producing thought-leadership and 
up-to-the-minute briefings on emerging legal, regulatory 
and commercial trends. Our annual financial innovation 
conference brings market participants together from 
around the globe to share experiences and know-how, 
and to network with one another.

2

Talking point
Our Global Digital Asset and DLT team

Talking point
Our Global Digital Asset and DLT team

3



Securities 
law and tax

Our team’s experience 
covers all relevant US and 
international securities laws, 
as well as NYSE, FINRA and 
other marketplace rules 
issued by national and state 
securities regulators. Many 
of our attorneys have 
first-hand experience 
working for the regulators 
including in relation to 
emerging digital asset 
frameworks.

Key practice areas 

International 
tax

Our international tax team 
draw on in-depth 
knowledge of relevant 
international and local tax 
requirements, helping DLT 
market participants 
domicile and operate their 
businesses so as to reduce 
unnecessary tax leakage 
and to prevent or mitigate 
tax controversy across  
the jurisdictions in which 
they operate.

Financial services 
regulation

Our team are well versed in 
all aspects of existing and 
emerging regulation 
surrounding crypto and DLT 
and advise investment fund 
managers, issuers, 
depositaries, custodians, 
wallet providers and 
broker-dealers on all 
aspects of evolving 
regulatory frameworks to 
which they are, or may in 
the future be, subject. 

Intellectual 
property

IP rights in blockchain and 
cryptocurrency 
technologies are complex, 
decentralised and involve 
many considerations. We 
work with a variety of DLT 
market participants in order 
to help them develop a 
coherent, worldwide, IP 
rights strategy to ensure 
that intellectual property is 
protected and enforceable 
utilising a range of tools 
including patents, trade 
secrets and copyrights.

M&A, joint ventures 
and capital raising 

Our corporate team advises 
incumbents, disruptors and 
new market entrants on 
mergers and acquisitions, 
consortia and a wide range 
of joint ventures involving 
DLT applications and digital 
asset infrastructure. We are 
particularly well known for 
our work involving DLT in 
market infrastructure 
including trade finance, 
smart contracts and 
custody. Our venture capital 
and private equity teams 
represent financial 
sponsors, high growth 
companies and 
management teams on all 
aspects of capital raising, 
refinancing and exit of 
equity interests in corporate 
vehicles active in DLT 
markets. 

Data privacy and 
cybersecurity

Our data privacy and 
cybersecurity team advise 
on implementation of Web 
3.0 technologies including 
blockchain, NFTs, 
cryptocurrencies, tokens 
and DAOs. In addition, our 
team can guide you on the 
rapidly evolving regulatory 
and litigation environment 
for cryptocurrencies and 
other digital assets. We  
also provide clients with 
proactive cybersecurity 
advice to protect against, 
prepare for, and effectively 
respond, to cybersecurity 
incidents.

Financial 
crime

Digital assets present 
considerable “know your 
customer”, AML and fraud 
issues. Our cross border 
financial crime team advises 
the sponsors of digital 
assets and other market 
participants on all aspects 
of anti-money laundering 
and illicit finance including 
the creation of appropriate 
policies or procedures, risk 
mitigation and regulatory 
issues specific to digital 
assets. 

Disputes and 
investigations

Our cross border dispute 
resolution and 
investigations team advise 
on disputes involving or 
between digital asset 
market participants 
including claims for breach 
of contract, fraud and 
intellectual property 
violations. We also 
represent clients active in 
digital asset markets in a 
wide range of government 
and regulatory driven 
investigations and 
enforcement matters 
involving financial 
regulation, securities laws, 
anti-trust and all aspects of 
financial crime.

 – seven banks in Hong Kong in relation to the launch of 
eTradeConnect – a DLT based trade finance platform. 
Our team negotiated and finalized the platform service 
agreement signed by each of the seven banks with 
HKTFPCL and advised on the governance framework 
and all agreements between banks and corporate 
clients

 – a JV entity set up by six of the largest players in the 
global commodities industry on the design, build and 
operation of the “Covantis” platform for the post-trade 
execution of global commodities. We advised the 
consortium from day one to launch, including 
agreements with ConsenSyS for the design and build of 
an Ethereum-based platform, the set-up of the JV 
company, all anti-trust clearances and Ts&Cs with 
platform participants

 – a major US financial institution on an agreement with 
Ripple Labs and two major European banks for the 
settlement of FX trades on the Ripplenet platform

 – WENN on the regulatory framework for offering 
KODAKCoins in Germany. At that time there was no 
regulatory framework for Initial Coin Offerings. Our 
work influenced BaFin policy

 – a virtual bank in Hong Kong in relation to the issuing of 
a stablecoin (backed by gold and fiat currency 
deposits), including advising on the launch of a 
platform for trading of the stablecoin

 – on the first ATMs for cryptocurrency in the UK

 – two Asian regulators on the design and implementation 
of legislation to regulate cryptocurrencies and other 
assets as well as deployment of their “fintech sandbox”

 – a global maritime consortium on the use of a 
permissioned blockchain platform to streamline supply 
chain logistics and provide seamless and controlled 
access to data across key stages of the “supply chain 
journey”. The “first of its kind” transaction involved 
ports, carriers and shipping companies who 
participated as node operators and members in the 
digital consortium. Members were located in Hong 
Kong, China, Taiwan, Singapore, UAE, France and 
Germany

 – BNP Paribas Securities Services, a leading global 
custodian and securities services provider, on 
partnering with fintech Fireblocks, a digital asset 
custody, transfer and settlement platform, to develop 
its new digital asset custody offering

 – an Asia based international bank in relation to a 
“proof-of-concept” blockchain solution to facilitate FX 
transactions between nine other international banks

 – various blockchain technology companies operating in 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia on “best practice” 
private key/cryptography management, including in 
relation to hot and cold storage options, single sig vs 
multi-sig wallets

 – a global fintech company (based in Hong Kong) in 
relation to its digital payment wallet ) for use in Hong 
Kong, China and Malaysia

 – cryptocurrency exchange operators in Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Malaysia and Malta in relation to 
implementation of their respective operations

 – a client regarding ownership and transferability of NFTs

 – on NFTs as a supplement to copyright protection

 – on providing strategic patent counseling for clients 
using blockchain for encryption and data security

 – advising a fintech on federal and state registration and 
licensing issues, BSA/AML rules and cybersecurity 
compliance

 – advising a G-SIB on a SaaS product providing Treasury 
services to SMEs via an alliance with a technology 
company

 – advising financial technology companies with respect 
to charter and state licensing and examination matters 
and banks, payment processors and payroll processors 
in connection with credit/debit prepaid cards, ACH 
transfers and mobile payments

 – advising US payments company providing dynamic 
currency conversion on state licensing and compliance

 – advising a US fintech company on bank partnership 
arrangement with respect to small dollar high cost 
loans, including state usury caps, licensing and 
compliance issues

 – advising international payment processors on 
exemptions from registration as a money services 
business under FinCEN rules

 – advising financial institutions on issues arising under 
the US Investment Company Act of 1940

Our experience 

Examples of our recent experience include advising:
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Andrea Baetscher
Partner, Zurich

T: +41 22 818 45 00 
andrea.baetscher@eversheds-sutherland.ch

Matthew Allen
Partner, London

M: +44 778 862 8665
matthewallen@eversheds-sutherland.com

Vincent Denoyelle
Partner, Paris

M: +33 6 48 60 26 64
vincentdenoyelle@eversheds-sutherland.com

Oana Dobre
Partner, Bucharest

M: +44 407 409 7667 8
oanadobre@eversheds.ro

Jon Gill
Partner, London

M: +44 778 722 1532
jongill2@eversheds-sutherland.com

Paula Barrett
Partner, London

M: +44 777 575 7958
paulabarrett@eversheds-sutherland.com

Randy Buchanan
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0227 
randybuchanan@eversheds-sutherland.com

Brian Barrett
Partner, New York

T: +1 212 389 5035 
brianbarrett@eversheds-sutherland.com

Simon Gamlin
Partner, London

T: +44 20 7919 4689 
simongamlin@eversheds-sutherland.com

Griff Griffin
Partner, Atlanta

M: +1 404 862 2884
griffgriffin@eversheds-sutherland.com

Michael Mosimann
Partner, Zurich

M: +41 78 676 19 83
michael.mosimann@eversheds-sutherland.ch

Our people

Jonas Bratt
Partner, Stockholm

T: +46 8 54 53 22 00 
jonasbratt@eversheds-sutherland.se

 – a global bank in Singapore on its participation with Ant 
Financial’s Trusple initiative – to facilitate cross-border 
trade finance leveraging DLT

 – a crypto platform regarding a $45m claim brought in 
the Commercial Court in London by three high-net 
individuals regarding the alleged freezing and forced 
sale of their holdings

 – a crypto platform in a claim against a former director 
relating to the return of various crypto-assets and the 
reduction in value of those crypto-assets in the 
intervening period, and defending a counterclaim in 
excess of $1billion regarding the former director’s 
alleged shareholding in the exchange

 – a global group of fintech companies with entities in 
Singapore and the British Virgin Islands, which 
purchased an Estonian company with a virtual currency 
service provider’s authorisation to broaden its offering 
of virtual currency services, on the legal status of its 
token under Estonian law, adjusting its operations in 
light of changes in legislation, and on its group 
structure

 – a large insurance company on whether the company 
can accept cryptocurrency as payment or hold 
cryptocurrency in its general account

 – broker-dealer clients seeking to offer crypto accounts 
or services to crypto customers on providing notice 
and potentially obtaining prior approval in compliance 
with regulatory requirements

 – a fintech company on setting up of the provision of the 
e-money and payment services in Estonia and 
preparing for the cross-border provision of e-money 
and payment services in Latvia and Lithuania

 – an issuer in connection with SEC registration of 
blockchain-traded index fund

 – an issuer of exchange-traded funds exploring issuing a 
cryptocurrency fund registered under the Securities 
Act of 1933

 – a large US financial institution purchasing 
cryptocurrency as a hedge against cash

 – a virtual currency service provider offering wallet and 
exchange on compliance with authorisation 
requirements following amendments to the Money 
Laundering and Terrorist Financing Prevention Act of 
Estonia and communicating with the supervisory 
authority, the Financial Intelligence Unit

 – a fintech company on the establishment of a global 
operating platform functioning as a marketplace for 
the sale of NFT tokens, including advice on licensing 
and authorisation obligations, corporate requirements 
and structure, and tax issues

 – a global company operating on the virtual currency 
sector, listed on the London Stock Exchange, on the 
acquisition of an Estonian fintech company 

 – a global fintech company operating a trading and 
investment business, including a platform for virtual 
currency transactions, on authorisation requirements, 
corporate structure, licensing obligations and 
legislation changes

 – a crypto lender and exchange regarding their rights to 
call up loans worth 11,000 BTC from their counterparty 
following the possible insolvency of Three Arrows 
Capital

 – a crypto platform at trial in stakeholder proceedings in 
the Commercial Court in London regarding rights and 
ownership of a crypto-derivatives trading account held 
with BitMEX

 – a cryptocurrency exchange regarding how to handle 
federal cryptocurrency financial reporting 
requirements

 – a c-suite executive with respect to allegations that a 
cryptocurrency exchange failed to implement financial 
controls sufficient to comply with its Bank Secrecy Act 
obligations

 – a non-US investor on legal issues associated with a 
trading market for new cryptocurrency

Our experience (continued)

Examples of our recent experience include advising:
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Robert Ward
Counsel, San Diego

T: +1 858 252 7790
robertward@eversheds-sutherland.com

Holly Smith
Partner, Washington DC

M: +1 202 320 6253
hollysmith@eversheds-sutherland.com

Ian Shelton
Partner, Austin

T: +1 512 721 2714 
ianshelton@eversheds-sutherland.com

Michael Lepper
Senior Associate, Geneva

T: +41 78 625 02 79 
michael.lepper@eversheds-sutherland.ch

Mary Jane Wilson-Bilik
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0660
mjwilson-bilik@eversheds-sutherland.com

Alexandra Sulea
Partner, Bucharest

M: +40 768 102 994
alexandrahusar@eversheds.ro

Darryl Smith
Partner, Atlanta

T: +1 404 853 8060 
darrylsmith@eversheds-sutherland.com

Maarja Junti
Associate, Tallinn

T: +372 622 9990
maarja.junti@eversheds-sutherland.ee

Timothy Chou
Counsel, Atlanta

T: +1 404 853 8160
timothychou@eversheds-sutherland.com

Andrea Gordon
Counsel, Washington

T: +1 202 383 0955
andreagordon@eversheds-sutherland.us

Jonas Saladzius
Managing Partner, Vilnius

T: +37 0 52 39 23 62 
jonas.saladzius@eversheds.lt

Jonathan Sambur
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0256 
jonsambur@eversheds-sutherland.com

Martin Ward
Partner, Birmingham

M: +44 738 754 4151
martinward@eversheds-sutherland.com

Adam Pollet
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0812
adampollet@eversheds-sutherland.com

Ben Marzouk
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0863 
benmarzouk@eversheds-sutherland.com

Deborah Hutton
Partner, Dublin

T: +353 1 6644 273 
deborahhutton@eversheds-sutherland.ie

Philip James
Partner, London

M: +44 788 423 3723
philipjames@eversheds-sutherland.com

Manuel Lopez
Partner, Madrid

T: +34 91 429 43 33 
mlopez@eversheds-sutherland.es

Jonathan Master
Partner, London

M: +44 779 699 4780
jonathanmaster@eversheds-sutherland.com

Rhys McWhirter
Partner, Hong Kong

M: +852 6415 1739
rhysmcwhirter@eversheds-sutherland.com

Sarah Paul
Partner, New York

T: +1 212 301 6587
sarahpaul@eversheds-sutherland.com

David McIndoe
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0920 
davidmcindoe@eversheds-sutherland.com

Meriam Nazih Al-Rashid
Partner, New York

T: +1 212 287 7055
meriamal-rashid@eversheds-sutherland.com

Craig Rogers
Partner, London

M: +44 746 491 8422
craigrogers@eversheds-sutherland.com

Owen Pinkerton
Partner, Washington DC

T: +1 202 383 0262 
owenpinkerton@eversheds-sutherland.com

Joanne Owens
Partner, London

T: +44 20 7919 4855
joanneowens@eversheds-sutherland.com

Risto Rüütel
Partner, Tallinn

T: +372 622 9990
risto.ruutel@eversheds-sutherland.ee
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