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Our international Competition, EU and Trade team provides you with a 

compilation of recent key antitrust, trade and foreign investment regulatory and 

legal developments from the last quarter. 

 

This edition covers updates for the three months up to November 2021 and is full of newsworthy 

items from some of our international colleagues.  

In October 2021, the European Commission (“Commission”) announced its first international 

dawn raid in two years. This was followed by further raids in the defence sector and in the 

animal health sector in Belgium. In relation to M&A, the Commission adopted interim measures 

for the first time in a merger case following the early implementation by Illumina of its 

acquisition of GRAIL in breach of the "standstill obligation" under the EU Merger Regulation 

(“EUMR”). In November 2021, the Commission published its first annual report on its screening 

of foreign direct investment (“FDI”) since the FDI screening legislation came into force on 11 

October 2020. Simultaneously, the Commission published its final report on export controls 

before the introduction of the new Export Controls Regulation, which came into force in 

September 2021. 

A number of national competition authorities (“NCAs”) in the EU Member States have issued 

decisions fining companies for anti-competitive restrictions in their distribution agreements and 

for influencing resale prices. 

In Russia, new merger control thresholds for transactions involving companies providing 

financial leasing services were adopted, which will come into force on 3 March 2022.  

In the UK, the Competition and Markets Authority (“CMA”) launched consultations on the future 

rules relating to agreements between competitors (horizontal agreements) and on competition 

law and sustainability. It also announced a market study into music streaming. On foreign 

investment, the UK Government published further guidance on the new National Security and 

Investment screening regime, which will come into force on 4 January 2022. In September 

2021, the UK Internal Markets Unit was officially launched. This will monitor the development 

and effective operation of the UK internal market. 

The US Department of the Treasury released its long-awaited review of economic and financial 

sanctions, and the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") published sanctions guidance for 

the virtual currency industry. 

We hope that you enjoy reading this edition. 
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Antitrust 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links 

European Parliament and 
Council amend draft Digital 

Markets Act 

In November 2021, the Council of the EU ("Council") and 
the European Parliament ("EP") both published their 

amendments to the Commission’s proposal for a regulation 
to ensure contestable and fair markets in the digital sector 
(Digital Markets Act ("DMA")). 
 
The Council's main amendments to the text of the DMA 
include:  

- shortening the procedural deadlines and amending the 

qualitative criteria for the designation of gatekeepers; 

- introducing an annex setting out the methodology for 
defining "active end users" and "active business users"; 

- revising the drafting of the obligations on gatekeepers 
to make them clearer and more future-proof; 

- introducing an obligation to enhance the right of end 
users to unsubscribe from core platform services; 

- amending provisions relating to regulatory dialogue to 
ensure that the Commission's discretionary power to 
engage in this dialogue with a gatekeeper is used 
appropriately; and 

- confirming that the Commission is the sole enforcer of 
the DMA, but that Member State NCAs can start 

investigations into possible infringements and transmit 
their findings to the Commission. 

The EP's proposed amendments to the text of the DMA 
include:  

Cross-sector 

  

Council General Position 
Link   

European Parliament 
Amendments 
Link      

  

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13801-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/IMCO/DV/2021/11-22/DMA_Comrpomise_AMs_EN.pdf
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- adding web browsers, virtual assistants and connected 
TV within the scope of the "core platform services" 
covered by the DMA; 

- increasing the quantitative thresholds for a company to 
be designated as a gatekeeper under the DMA to EUR 8 

billion annual turnover in the EEA and a market 
capitalisation of EUR 80 billion; 

- adding obligations on gatekeepers, including 

requirements on the use of data for targeted or micro-
targeted advertising and the interoperability of 
services; 

- giving the Commission the power to restrict 

gatekeepers from making acquisitions in areas relevant 
to the DMA as a remedy to systematic non-compliance; 

- creating a European High-Level Group of Digital 
Regulators to facilitate co-operation and coordination 
between Member States; and 

- increasing the fines for non-compliance from 10% of 

total turnover to no less than 4% and not exceeding 

20% of total worldwide turnover. 

Further negotiations on the DMA between the Council 
Presidency and the EP are scheduled for early 2022. 

Commission conducts 
dawn raids in defence 

sector 

On 23 November 2021, the Commission announced that it 
conducted dawn raids at the premises of a company active 

in the defence sector in the EU.  The Commission suspects 
that the company may have breached Article 101 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union ("TFEU"). 

Government 
and 

Infrastructure 

 

 

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission publishes 
summary of contributions 

to VBER consultation 

On 22 November 2021, the Commission published a 
summary of responses that it received to its consultation 

on a draft Vertical Agreements Block Exemption Regulation 

("VBER") and draft guidelines. 
 
The comments received from the 158 submissions include: 

- criticism of limiting the current safe harbour for dual 
distribution to instances where the parties’ combined 
market share in the retail market does not exceed 

10%; 

Cross-sector 

  

Summary 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6241
https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/system/files/2021-11/contributions_summary_draft_revised_VBER_and_VGL.pdf
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- wide support for the extension of the dual distribution 
exception to cover wholesalers and importers, although 
further guidance in this area was requested; 

- concerns about the exclusion of agreements of all 
hybrid platforms per se from the VBER; 

- criticism of the revised structure of Article 4 (hardcore 
restrictions) and the proposals to extend the VBER to 
certain active sales restrictions which are not currently 

block-exempted; 

- general support for the proposed relaxation of certain 
forms of indirect restriction of online sales (dual pricing 
and equivalence principle) by no longer treating them 

as hardcore, but further clarity requested around dual 
pricing;  

- general support for the intention to maintain resale 
price maintenance (“RPM”) as a hard core restriction; 

- mixed feedback on proposals relating to the treatment 
of platforms by reference to a new definition of 

providers of online intermediation services; and 

- requests to include guidance on sustainability and for 
an extended transition period. 

Conserve Italia fined EUR 
20 million for canned 
vegetables cartel 

On 19 November 2021, the Commission fined Conserve 
Italia Soc. coop. Agricola and its subsidiary Conserves 
France SA (together "Conserve Italia") EUR 20 million for 

participating in a cartel for the supply of certain types of 
canned vegetables to retailers and/or food service 
companies in the EEA. Conserve Italia received a 50% 
reduction in fine under the Commission's Leniency Notice. 
 
The Commission found that Conserve Italia and the other 

cartel participants fixed prices, agreed on market shares 
and volume quotas, allocated customers and markets, 
exchanged commercially sensitive information and 
coordinated their replies to tenders. The other cartel 
participants entered into a settlement agreement with the 
Commission in September 2019. 
 

This is the second cartel case relating to canned foodstuffs. 

Consumer 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6164
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In June 2014, the Commission issued fines totalling around 
EUR 32 in the canned mushrooms cartel. 

ECJ clarifies whether 
priority clauses in 

distribution agreements 
infringe Article 101 

On 18 November 2021, the European Court of Justice 
("ECJ") handed down a preliminary ruling on whether an 

agreement concluded between a supplier and a distributor 
under which the distributor who was the first to register the 
potential transaction with the end user enjoyed, for six 
months from the registration of that transaction, a "priority 

for the realisation of the sale transaction", unless the user 
objected, breaches Article 101 TFEU. 

 
The ECJ concluded that the clause in question did not 
appear to expressly prohibit distributors from actively 
addressing a potential customer or responding to requests 
from that customer. As such, the clause cannot be an 
object restriction unless the agreement (taking into account 
its terms, objectives and context) can be considered 

sufficiently harmful. The referring court will need to 
determine the exact content of the agreement at issue.  
 

The ECJ also considered whether the agreement could 
benefit from an individual exemption under Article 101(3) 
and concluded that this was for the referring court to 
assess. 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment (in French) 
Link        

  

Commission 
Communication on 
"Competition policy fit for 
challenges of digital and 
sustainability future" 

On 18 November 2021, the Commission published a 
Communication "A competition policy fit for new 
challenges".  This sets out the path for phasing-out the 
crisis State aid measures and the ongoing review of 
competition policy measures to support green and digital 

transitions in the Single Market. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link   

Communication 
Link  

  

Commission investigating 

possible breach by 
Hungary for vetoing 
VIG/AEGON transaction 

On 29 October 2021, the Commission announced that it 

had opened an investigation to assess whether the decision 
by Hungary to veto the acquisition of the two Hungarian 
subsidiaries of AEGON Group by Vienna Insurance Group 
AG Wiener Versicherung Gruppe ("VIG"), constitutes a 

breach of Article 21 of the EUMR. 
 
On 12 August 2021, the Commission approved the 
transaction under the EUMR. However, on 6 April 2021, 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission 

Announcement 
Link        

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/FR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62020CJ0306
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6101
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=COM(2021)713&amp;lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_21_5664
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relying on emergency FDI legislation introduced in the 
context of the COVID-19 outbreak, the Hungarian 
government vetoed the transaction.  
 
Under Article 21, the Commission has sole jurisdiction to 

examine concentrations with an EU dimension. Therefore, 
Member States must not apply their national laws to such 
concentrations but can only take appropriate measures to 

protect their legitimate interests, subject to such measures 
being compatible with EU law. The Hungarian Government 
did not communicate its veto measure to the Commission 
prior to its implementation nor has it provided an adequate 

explanation of the reasons underpinning this veto in the 
insurance sector. 

Commission adopts interim 
measures for the first time 
in a merger case 

On 29 October 2021, the Commission announced that it 
adopted interim measures following the early 
implementation by Illumina of its acquisition of GRAIL in 

breach of the "standstill obligation" under Article 7 EUMR. 
 
On 22 July 2021, the Commission announced its decision to 

initiate an in-depth Phase II investigation to assess the 
proposed acquisition of GRAIL by Illumina. However, on 18 
August 2021, Illumina announced that it had decided to 
complete its acquisition of GRAIL, even though the 

Commission's review of the transaction was ongoing. The 
Commission subsequently issued a Statement of Objections 
allegding that Illumina's decision to complete its acquisition 
of GRAIL constituted a breach of the standstill obligation.   
 
The interim measures are intended to prevent the 

potentially irreparable detrimental impact of the transaction 
on competition, as well as the possible irreversible 

integration of the merging parties, pending the outcome of 
the Commission's Phase II merger investigation.  This is 
the first time that the Commission has adopted interim 
measures in a merger case, following an unprecedented 
early implementation of a concentration. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission conducts 
dawn raids in animal 
health sector in Belgium 

On 25 October 2021, the Commission confirmed that it 
conducted dawn raids at the premises of a pharmaceutical 
company active in animal health in Belgium.  It has 

Health and 
Life Sciences  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5661
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5543
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concerns that the inspected company may have abused a 
dominant position in breach of Article 102 TFEU. 

   

Commission adopts Work 
Programme 2022 

On 19 October 2021, the Commission adopted its Work 
Programme 2022 containing 42 new policy initiatives across 

all six headline ambitions of President von der Leyen 
including a European Green Deal and a Europe fit for the 
digital age. 
 

One of the initiatives is to review competition policy to 
ensure that the various instruments are fit for purpose. 

Annex 2 to the Work Programme identifies a number of 
initiatives for regulatory simplification, including the 
revision of the: 

- VBER and guidelines;  

- Horizontal Block Exemption Regulation and guidelines;  

- certain procedural aspects of EU merger control;  

- Commission Notice on market definition in EU 

competition law; and 

- the State aid guidelines for broadband networks. 

Annex 3 to the Work Programme identifies priority pending 
proposals and includes the DMA; proposal for a Regulation 
on foreign subsidies distorting the internal market and the 
Digital Services Act. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link   

2022 Work Programme 
Link      

  

Commission conducts 
dawn raids in wood pulp 
sector 

On 12 October 2021, the Commission announced that it 
conducted dawn raids in several Member States at the 
premises of companies active in the wood pulp sector. The 
Commission suspects that the companies may have 
infringed Article 101 TFEU. 
 

This is the first international dawn raid undertaken by the 

Commission in two years.  According to a speech delivered 
by Competition Commissioner Vestager, this is the first of a 
series of raids that the Commission is planning over the 
coming months.  

 

Industrials 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link   

Speech 
Link      

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5246
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2022-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5223
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/vestager/announcements/speech-evp-m-vestager-italian-antitrust-association-annual-conference-new-era-cartel-enforcement_en
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It is important to note that, since the UK left the EU, the 
Commission no longer has the power to undertake dawn 
raids in the UK.  

BEREC publishes final 

report on DMA 

On 6 October 2021, the Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications ("BEREC") published its final 
report on the proposed DMA, which will introduce a series 
of rules for platforms acting as gatekeepers in the digital 
sector.  The final report, which builds upon a draft 

consulted upon in March 2021, highlights the need for an 
ex-ante asymmetric regulatory intervention towards digital 

gatekeepers and, while supporting a regulatory intervention 
at the EU level, it believes that the NCAs have existing 
skills on which the Commission can rely on in enforcing the 
DMA. 
 
BEREC also recommends the setting up of a dispute 
resolution mechanism to minimise negative effects on 

competition and innovation, and an Advisory Board of 
national independent authorities to support the Commission 
in the effective enforcement of the DMA regulation. 

Cross-sector 

  

Report 

Link 

  

ECJ confirms a subsidiary 
can be held liable for 
damages resulting from 

parent's infringement 

On 6 October 2021, the ECJ handed down a judgment on a 
reference for a preliminary ruling from a Spanish court. The 
ECJ ruled that, where the existence of an infringement of 

Article 101(1) by a parent company has been established, 
it is possible for the victim of that infringement to seek to 
engage the civil liability of a subsidiary of that parent 
company. However, it is necessary to prove: 

- that the subsidiary and parent constituted an economic 
unit, on the basis of both the economic, organisational 

and legal links that unite the two legal entities; and  

- the existence of a specific link between the economic 

activity of that subsidiary and the subject matter of the 
infringement. 

The subsidiary company must be able to assert its rights of 
defence to demonstrate that it does not belong to that 
undertaking and, where no decision has been adopted by 

the Commission under Article 101 TFEU, it is also entitled 
to dispute the very existence of the conduct alleged to 
amount to an infringement. 

Cross-sector 

  

ECJ Press Release  
Link  

  

https://berec.europa.eu/files/document_register_store/2021/10/BoR%20(21)%20131_BEREC%20Report%20on%20GKs%20-%20Clean.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2021-10/cp210174en.pdf
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General Court dismisses 
Altice appeal against gun-
jumping decision 

On 22 September 2021, the General Court handed down its 
judgment on an appeal by Altice Europe NV ("Altice") to 
challenge the Commission's decision to fine Altice for 
implementing its acquisition of PT Portugal prior both to 

notifying the merger to the Commission and obtaining 
clearance. 
 
The General Court dismissed the appeal in its entirety.  

However, in the exercise of its unlimited jurisdiction, the 
General Court decided to reduce the fine imposed on Altice 

for failing to notify the transaction by 10% (to EUR 
56,025,000) to reflect the fact that Altice had: 

- informed the Commission of the transaction before the 
agreement was signed; and  

- engaged in pre-notification discussions with the 
Commission afterwards, including sending it a copy of 
the agreement with a draft of its notification. 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment 
Link  

  

Commission publishes 
competition policy brief in 

support of Europe's Green 
Deal 

On 9 September 2021, the Commission published a 
competition policy brief in support of Europe's green 

ambition which explores how EU competition rules can 
complement environmental and climate policies more 
effectively. It summarises the key points taken from the 
debate launched in September 2020 by Executive Vice-

President Margrethe Vestager and provides examples of 
concrete policy reform across the competition instruments 
of State aid, antitrust and merger control. 

Energy 

  

Policy Brief 
Link        

                                                      

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=246448&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5708001
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/63c4944f-1698-11ec-b4fe-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF
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Commission publishes 
reports on FDI screening 
and export controls 

On 23 November 2021, the Commission released the first 
of what will be annual reports on its screening of foreign 
investment since the FDI screening legislation came into 
force on 11 October 2020. Simultaneously, the Commission 

published its final report on export controls before the 
introduction of the new Export Controls Regulation, which 

came into force on 9 September 2021. 
 
The recent FDI legislation sought to formalise EU-level 
cooperation on FDI screening (which had previously been 
left to Member States) within the rubric of the Commission, 
which had not previously had any role in FDI screening. 

 

The FDI report is of interest not simply because it reveals 
the granular detail of how the new legislation is being 
applied, but also because it serves as a guide to the 

Commission’s overall attitude to balancing the benefits and 
risks of FDI. Executive Vice-President and Commissioner for 
Trade Valdis Dombrovskis explained that “The EU remains 
open to trade and foreign investment… but our openness is 

not unconditional and it needs to be balanced by 
appropriate tools to safeguard our security and public 
order.” 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link 

                                                     

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition/EC-FDI-report_141221
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Replacement EU Dual-Use 
Regulation enters into 
force 

On 9 September 2021, the new EU Dual-Use Regulation 
(Regulation (EU) 2021/821) (the "Regulation") came into 
force revoking and replacing the existing Council Regulation 
(EC) 428/2009. Dual-use items are those which can be 
used for both civil and military purposes and are sensitive 

in nature. This includes goods, services, software and 

technology. The Regulation covers exports outside the EU, 
transfers inside the EU, transit through the EU and 
brokering from the EU. 
 
The Regulation introduces the following key changes: 

- a general export authorisation for intra-group transfers 
of dual-use technology/software to specified countries 

for the purpose of product development; 

- an export authorisation for certain encryption items, 
permitted for all countries besides those included in a 
negative list; 

- new definitions of 'exporter' and 'broker', extending the 
application of EU export controls to operators not 
established in the EU and brokering controls are 

triggered whenever an operator provides brokering 
services from the EU into a non-EU country; 

- a requirement on exporters to implement an Internal 
Compliance Programme across the EU; 

- the introduction of harmonised controls on technical 
assistance provided from the EU/by EU residents or 

entities established in the EU but acting in a third 
country; 

- the introduction of new end use control for cyber 
surveillance equipment where the items may be 
intended for use in connection with internal repression 
of violations of human rights;  

- limiting the validity of global/individual authorisations 

for a maximum of two years and incrasing the duration 
for record keeping from three to five years from the 

Cross-sector 

  

Regulation (EU) 2021/821 
Link        

                                                    

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0821
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end of the calendar year in which a transfer took place; 
and 

- requiring exporters to seek authorisation where items 
are placed on national control lists in another Member 
State. 

 



France 
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FCA fines video 
surveillance manufacturer 

and its wholesalers EUR 
1.4 million for anti-
competitive agreements 

On 8 November 2021, the Autorité de la concurrence, the 
French Competition Authority ("FCA") fined the video 

surveillance manufacturer Mobotix and several of its 
wholesalers EUR 1.4 million for RPM and online sales 
restrictions, which lasted for between 6-7 years. 
 
Mobotix manufactures and sells cameras and video 
surveillance systems to authorised wholesalers. These 
wholesalers are responsible for promoting and developing a 

network of resellers-installers to which they resell Mobotix 
products, which are then marketed to end customers. The 
FCA reached the conclusions set out below.  
 
RPM: 

- Mobotix drew up and communicated to wholesalers and 
on its website lists of recommended selling prices for all 

of the products it marketed; 

- Mobotix used a set of clauses in its contracts with its 
wholesalers requiring them not to communicate any 
prices other than the recommended retail prices and to 

ensure that the retail resellers complied with the 
advertised prices. Mobotix thus turned the resale prices 

into fixed prices; and 

- the agreement between Mobotix and its wholesalers 
was intended to ensure stable margin levels at all levels 
of the value chain. 
 

 

Consumer 

TMT 

 

 

FCA Press release 
Link        

  

https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-fines-video-surveillance-manufacturer-mobotix-and-its
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Online sales restriction: 

- Mobotix's contracts with three of its wholesalers 
contained a set of clauses which required them to 
select only resellers who did not market the majority of 
their products online. This was intended to limit the 

online sales of Mobotix's products. 

FCA fines ESPACE FOOT 

for RPM 

On 12 October 2021, the FCA fined ESPACE FOOT €25,000 

for RPM following a settlement agreement. 
 
ESPACE FOOT is a network of franchises specialising in the 

world of football. The shops sell boots, and the official 
football shirts of major football clubs, as well as clothing, 
balls and other equipment. 
 
In its franchise agreements, ESPACE FOOT had introduced 
contractual clauses requiring franchisees to comply with the 
pricing policy it defined. For example, one article in the 

franchise agreement stated, "In the spirit of protecting the 
brand image, the FRANCHISOR will notify the current 
selling prices, and the FRANCHISEE will apply the notified 

prices." These clauses were present in all the franchise 
agreements between July 2002 and September 2018.  
 
In determining the amount of the penalty under the 

settlement agreement, the FCA took account of the 
seriousness of the infringement and the fact that it was 
implemented by ESPACE FOOT's entire franchise network. 
The FCA also took account of the damage to the economy, 
which it considered to be very limited in this case, in 
particular due to the size and modest impact of ESPACE 

FOOT in the market. 

Consumer 

  

FCA Press release 

Link        

  

FCA fines a champagne 
producer for setting up 
exclusive import and 
distribution rights in La 
Réunion 

On 7 October 2021, the FCA fined champagne producer 
Cattier EUR 5,000 for disregarding the Lurel law by 
granting exclusive import rights for the distribution of its 
champagne in La Réunion. 
 

The law of 20 November 2012 on economic regulation in 
the French overseas territories, known as the "Lurel" Law, 
prohibits concerted practices or agreements whose object 
or effect is the granting of exclusive import rights in the 

Consumer 

  

FCA Press release 
Link        

  

https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-fines-espace-foot-imposing-prices-sporting-goods-sold
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/distribution-la-reunion-cattier-company-fined-setting-exclusive-import-agreement
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French overseas communities. This provision has been 
transposed into the French Commercial Code. 
 
Cattier entered into an exclusive distribution agreement 
with an importer-distributor for the territory of La Reunion. 

The FCA considered that this hindered the development of 
competing importer-wholesalers in La Reunion and 
prevented retailers from increasing competition with 

wholesalers for their supplies of Cattier brand champagne. 
According to the FCA, consumers in La Reunion were thus 
unable to enjoy the prices they would have been entitled to 
expect from normal competition. 

 
There has been several recent competition infringement 
decisions regarding exclusive import practices in French 
overseas territories over the past years. 

FCA fines several players 

in the road freight 
transport sector for 
boycotting digital 

intermediation platforms 

The FCA opened an investigation following a referral from 

the Ministry of Economy and Finance and dawn raids in 
2018. On 9 September 2021, the FCA fined several road 
freight transport stakeholders (freight exchanges, hauliers' 

associations, trade unions) for hindering the entrance and 
development of new digital stakeholders offering services 
related to the performance or optimisation of transport 
management, between the end of July 2016 and the end of 

February 2018. The FCA imposed fines totalling EUR 
500,000. 
 
The FCA found that the infringing players had agreed to 
boycott and to call on their members to boycott the new 
digital intermediation platforms and software that could 

optimise the performance of transport transactions 
(traceability). The new digital platforms allowed shipper 

customers to be directly connected to carriers through an 
online interface, using immediate geolocation methods. The 
traceability software made it possible to monitor and 
manage fleets with shippers and carriers, without 
intervening in their trade relations. 

Industrials 

  

FCA Press release 

Link        

                                                

https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-fines-several-players-road-freight-transport-sector
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Changes made to French 
FDI regime 

An order dated 10 September 2021 (the “Order”) amended 
the French FDI regime to incorporate developments and 
challenges in the renewable energy sector.  The Decree of 
31 December 31 2019 on FDI will now include technologies 

involved in the production of renewable energy in the list of 
critical technologies. Consequently, R&D activities involving 

these new technologies will now fall within the scope of FDI 
control. This change is aimed at strengthening the 
protection of activities that are essential to ensure the 
greening of the French energy mix. 
 
The Order also amends the filing notification requirements 
to align them with the EU FDI screening regime. In 

particular, the Order increases the already long list of 
documents to be provided when making a FDI filing to 
include: 

- a specific notification form when any entity in the 
investor's chain of control is registered in a non-EU 
country; 

- a detailed description of the activities carried out by the 

French target entity in any EU country; 

- a list of the French target's customers located in any EU 
country and the activities carried out for their benefit, 
including a description of the services/products the 
target provides; and 

- a list of the target’s French competitors or those 

operating in the EU including each of their market 
shares in France. 

These provisions will come into force on 1 January 2022. 

Cross-sector 

  

Order (arrêté) of 31 
December 2019 amended 
by Order of 10 September 
2021 (in French) 

Link        

                                               

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000039727569/2022-01-01/
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FCO issues new guidelines 
for setting fines and on its 
leniency programme 

Following the 10th amendment of the German Act against 
Restraints of Competition (GWB) in January 2021, on 11 
October 2021 the German Federal Cartel Office ("FCO") 
published new guidelines regarding the setting of fines and 

its leniency programme. The guidelines entail a new 

method for the calculation of fines in cartel proceedings to 
take into account the already established practice of 
German courts, especially through utilising the turnover 
linked to the infringement and the size of the company as a 
reference value. 

 
Furthermore, the guidelines now explicitly recognise the 
“Compliance-Defense” with the effect that appropriate and 
effective compliance measures implemented prior to the 
infringement can now be factored into the final assessment 
as a mitigating factor. It is important to note that the 
infringement in itself is not enough to rebut the 

effectiveness of the respective compliance measures, if the 
acting person disregarded the company’s code of 
compliance to an extraordinary degree and with deliberate 
deception of his or her superiors in order to achieve 
personal advantages. 

Cross-sector 

  

FCO Press Release 
Link        

  

Coalition agreement 

between the three parties 
making up the next 

In their coalition agreement published on 24 November 

2021, the Social Democrats (SPD), Greens (Bündnis 90/Die 
Grünen and Free Liberals (FDP) declared their will to 

Cross-sector 

  

Coalition Agreement (in 

German) 
Link        

https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2021/11_10_2021_Guidelines_Liniency.html?nn=3591286
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag/Koalitionsvertrag_2021-2025.pdf
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German Federal 
Government promises to 
strengthen the FCO 

strengthen the FCO. In particular, the agreement 
highlighted the important role of the FCO when it comes to 
online platforms. The parties also promised a revision of 
the process of ministerial authorisation in such a way that 
the FCO will be involved in the process and that appropriate 

legal actions against a ministerial authorisation will be 
possible. 
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Italian first instance court 
quashes newspaper 
distributor supply refusal 
fines 

On 20 December 2019, the Italian Competition Authority 
(“ICA”) imposed fines totalling EUR 0.32 million on two 
national newspaper distributors for interrupting the supply 
of daily newspapers and periodicals to Rovido Nello, a local 

distributor. 

 
The ICA found that Rovido Nello depended on M-Dis 
Distribuzione Media and TO-Dis (which is controlled by M-
Dis), as they are exclusive distributors of daily newspapers 
and periodicals that are essential for Rovido Nello to 

operate in Genoa and the province. As such, they abused 
Rovido Nello’s economic dependency on them. The ICA 
concluded that the interruption of supply was aimed at 
replacing Rovido Nello, as the local distributor with Liguria 
Press, a company controlled by M-Dis and which operates 
in the same geographical market. Such conduct harmed 
competition as it could exclude an operator. 

 
M-Dis Distribuzione Media and TO-Dis challenged the ICA's 
decision.  On 2 November 2021, TAR Lazio, the Italian first 
instance administrative court held that the ICA opened the 
investigation too late.  It had all the necessary information 
to decide whether to open a probe back in February 2018 
but it opened the investigation 10 months later.  TAR Lazio 

stated that it is not permissible to carry out pre-
investigation activity that extends over a significant period 

Consumer 

Industrials 

 

 

ICA’s Opening Decision of 
19 December 2018 (in 
Italian) 
Link   

ICA’s Final Decision of 20 

December 2019 (in 
Italian) 
Link      

  

https://www.agcm.it/dotcmsCustom/getDominoAttach?urlStr=192.168.14.10:8080/41256297003874BD/0/7E4EEE68262E7954C125837B004F7FCE/$File/p27486.pdf
https://www.agcm.it/dotcmsCustom/getDominoAttach?urlStr=192.168.14.10:8080/41256297003874BD/0/4A2F52E4BC5A40DAC12584F5005180CF/$File/p28043.pdf
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and that this breached Article 14(2) of Law 689/1991. This 
provides that, in respect of Italian companies, the 
notification of the offense must take place within 90 days 
from the time when the administration has full knowledge 
of the alleged unlawful conduct. 

 
Therefore, the TAR Lazio ruled in favour of the first ground 
of the appeal and annulled the ICA’s sanctioning decision. 

ICA closes PET preforms 
abuse of dominance probe 

In January 2020 the ICA opened an inquiry into the Husky 
group, following an anonymous complaint sent by a 

company active in the design, production and worldwide 
marketing of machinery and injection moulds for the 
production of PET preforms. 
 
The 2017 complaint alleged that the Husky group put in 
place an exclusionary strategy in breach of Article 102 
TFEU in order to impede rivals’ ability to compete in the 

production and sale of injection moulds for machines used 
for the production of PET preforms. The group allegedly did 
so by technically making its new generation machines 

incompatible or less efficient when working with rivals’ 
injection moulds. The complainant also claimed that 
Husky’s new generation machines were only capable of 
running full speed with Husky branded moulds, while with 

competitor products, their performance decreased. 
 
On 29 October 2021, the ICA announced the closure of its 
investigation into the Husky group. The evidence it 
acquired proved that: 

- the use of moulds not equipped with ID Tag in the 

Husky’s new generation machines did not prevent the 
latter from properly working, but involved only an 

adjustment of their performance to current market 
standards; 

- the effect of the automatic speed limitation mechanism 
of the Husky HPP machinery reduced the production 
speed by 10% compared to the maximum speed 

reached by the machine at full capacity. Therefore, 
third party moulds can be used on the Husky HPP 
machinery;  

Industrials 

  

ICA’s Decision (in Italian) 
Link        

                                          

https://www.agcm.it/dotcmsCustom/getDominoAttach?urlStr=192.168.14.10:8080/41256297003874BD/0/CD37EDB8AE4BD6EBC125878E004C7B91/$File/p29869.pdf
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- the responses to the ICA's questionnaires show that 
only one operator (Nuovaplast) believed that the speed 
limits of the latest generation Husky HPP machines 
produce significant effects that limit their production 
activity; 

- the speed factor did not play a crucial role in the 
purchase of machinery and moulds; and 

- as regards the alleged undue pressure exerted by 

Husky on customers to impose the combined purchase 
of machinery and moulds, the ICA noted that, even 
following its dawn raids, the ICA found no evidence of 
this allegation. Therefore, the allegation and documents 

submitted by the complainant allegeding that these 
products cannot be purchased separately, were 
insufficient to prove such conduct. 

Accordingly, the ICA closed the investigation. 
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Cooperation between 
Dutch regulators increased 
to enhance oversight of 
digital activities 

On 13 October 2021, the Dutch Competition Authority 
("ACM"), the Dutch Data Protection Authority, the Dutch 
Authority for Financial Markets and the Dutch Media 
Authority launched a Digital Regulation Cooperation 

Platform (SDT) to increase cooperation in respect of the 

oversight on digital and online activities. They will 
exchange knowledge and experience, for example, in 
relation to AI and algorithms, make joint investments in 
knowledge and expertise, and work together by dealing 
with digital market problems collectively. 

Cross-sector 

  

ACM Press Release 
Link        

  

ACM publishes updated 
working method for 
merger filings 

On 6 October 2021 the ACM published an updated working 
method for merger filings. It, inter alia, contains an update 
in relation to communications with the ACM, a data room 
procedure, and referrals to the Commission. 

Cross-sector 

  

ACM Working Method (in 
Dutch) 
Link        

  

Fines for used cooking oil 

cartel 

On 5 October 2021, the ACM imposed fines totalling EUR 4 

million on two collectors of used cooking oil for participating 

in a cartel relating to the purchase of used cooking oil 
between 2012 and 2018. The companies exchanged 
information in relation to purchase prices, agreed who 
could visit which supplier, and called on each other if 
agreements were not respected. Contacts primarily took 
place by e-mail and Whatsapp. In addition, the ACM 

imposed individual fines totalling EUR 190,000 on three 
individuals for having led the cartel. 

Cross-sector 

  

ACM Press Release  

Link        

  

https://www.acm.nl/en/publications/dutch-regulators-strengthen-oversight-digital-activities-intensifying-cooperation
https://www.acm.nl/nl/publicaties/de-acm-publiceert-de-nieuwe-werkwijze-bij-concentratiezaken
https://www.acm.nl/en/publications/acm-imposes-fines-price-fixing-agreements-involving-purchase-used-cooking-oil
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Electronics manufacturer 
fined for influencing resale 
prices 

On 14 September 2021, the ACM fined an electronics 
manufacturer more than EUR 39 million for influencing the 
online prices of its television sets. The manufacturer 
monitored resale prices and informed retailers if their 

resale prices were considered too low. Other retailers were 
also urged to increase their prices. The ACM considered the 
monitoring and influencing, rather than the maintenance of 
resale prices, sufficient to establish an offence. This case 

suggests a change of policy, as historically RPM was not a 
priority of the ACM. 

Consumer 

  

ACM Press Release 
Link        

  

ACM adopts position on 
meaning of "fair share" in 
sustainability context 

On 27 September 2021, the ACM published a legal memo 
explaining how it interprets "a fair share for consumers" in 
Article 101(3) TFEU in a sustainability context. It discusses 
the languages of Article 101(3) TFEU as well as relevant EU 
case law to substantiate its position that it is not the 
situation of the individual consumer which is essential, but 

a fair share for consumers as a whole, further supporting 
its draft guidelines on sustainability agreements between 
competitors which it published earlier in 2021. 

Cross-sector 

  

ACM Legal Memo 
Link   

ACM Draft Guidelines on 
Sustainability Agreements 
Link      

                                     

https://www.acm.nl/en/publications/acm-fines-samsung-for-influencing-the-online-prices-of-television-sets
https://www.acm.nl/sites/default/files/documents/acm-fair-share-for-consumers-in-a-sustainability-context.pdf
https://www.acm.nl/en/publications/draft-guidelines-sustainability-agreements
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Russian Government sets 
compulsory licensing fee 

On 18 October 2021, the Russian Government adopted 
rules on calculating fair compensation to the holder of IPR 
that were licensed under the special government 
resolution. The rules were developed by the Russian 

antitrust authority and concern the so-called compulsory 

licensing - instances where the Russian Government is 
entitled to grant mandatory licenses to use a patent 
without the consent of the patent-holder. They are 
especially relevant to the life sciences sector, as one of the 
primary areas of application of these compulsory licenses is 

evergreen patents on innovative drugs. 
 
The fair compensation established by Russian Government 
is 0.5% of the proceeds from the goods in which the patent 
is used sold by the manufacturer to whom the compulsory 
license was granted by the Government. 

Health and 
Life Sciences 

 

 

Russian Government 
Decree (in Russian) 
Link        

  

EEC seeks extraterritorial 

enforcement 

On 8 October 2021, the Eurasian Economic Commission 

("EEC") issued a statement highlighting the longstanding 
gap in the union-level antitrust legislation. The EEC is 
currently entitled to enforce and monitor compliance with 
the Eurasian Economic Union (“EAEU”) competition rules 
on cross-border markets within the EAEU. Thus, the EEC's 
powers are confined to the matters that can be strictly 

linked to the EAEU member-states and the markets of the 
EAEU. From a legal standpoint this limits the EEC's ability 

Cross-sector 

  

EEC Statement (in 

Russian) 
Link        

  

http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202110200040
https://eec.eaeunion.org/news/arman-shakkaliev-eek-neobhodimo-nadelit-ekstraterritorialnymi-polnomochiyami-v-sfere-zashchity-konkurencii/
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to enforce competition regulations and prosecute foreign 
entities that are not fully represented in the EAEU member-
states. Historically, in such instances, the EEC requested 
support from national competition regulators that do enjoy 
extraterritorial powers. However, the EEC spokesperson 

has signalled that the union-watchdog would also like to 
have such powers. 
 

In order to grant the EEC with extraterritorial powers, it is 
likely that the Treaty on the EAEU would need amending, 
which may take considerable time. 

Russian Supreme Court 
confirms limitation period 
for non-compliance with 
FAS injunction 

On 8 October 2021, the Russian Supreme Court handed 
down its ruling on the correct limitation period which 
applies to offences amounting to a failure to comply with an 
injunction (order) of the Federal Antitrust Service of Russia 
("FAS"). The Supreme Court confirmed that while the 
failure to comply with a FAS injunction is established by the 

general rules on offences against the government order 
(with a limitation period of 2 months), it is specifically 
regulated by antitrust legislation meaning that the 

limitation period is one year. 

Cross-sector 

  

Resolution of Russian 
Supreme Court (in 
Russian) 
Link        

  

FAS clarifies requirements 
for bonus banking 

offerings 

On 7 October 2021, FAS issued an official clarification 
regarding bonus and cashback deals offered by banks and 

credit companies acting in Russia to prevent deceitful 
practices against consumers. Such offers should include 
details about: 

- the supplier of the bonus service; 

- the conditions of unilateral changes to the bonus 
requirements; 

- the impact of the bonus on the financial service (if 
any); 

- the up-to-date conditions of the bonus; and 

- a link to the material terms and conditions of the 
bonus. 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

FAS Letter (in Russian) 
Link        

  

FAS establishes new 

merger control thresholds 
for leasing companies 

On 27 September 2021, the Russian Government adopted 

a resolution establishing merger control thresholds for 
transactions involving companies providing financial leasing 
services. Such transactions will require merger clearance if: 

Financial 

Services 

 

 

Russian Government 

Decree (in Russian) 
Link        

https://ras.arbitr.ru/Document/Pdf/59e91022-69ab-495e-a76f-87a181ae7e4b/9ae3f540-271e-4390-b3ce-6ba6759017c5/%E2%94%9440-90920-2020__20211008.pdf?
https://rulaws.ru/acts/Pismo-FAS-Rossii-ot-07.10.2021-N-AK_84897_21/
http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202109290002
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- the aggregate value of assets of the target leasing 
company(ies) exceeds RUB 8 billion (approx. EUR 95 
million); and 

- the assets of the target leasing company (excluding 
monetary assets) exceeds 10% of the overall value of 

assets. 

The new rules will come into force on 3 March 2022. 

  

EEC adjusts procedural 
rules for competition 
investigations 

On 14 September 2021, the EEC adjusted the rules on 
antitrust proceedings and enforcement. The EEC adopted a 
new version of the regulations that define how the 

decisions on antitrust cases are issued and enforced. Most 
of the new additions concern technical details. For example, 
the EEC's decisions must now include a set of data 
concerning the offender and bank details used for payment 
of the fines. The rules also establish that the enforcement 
of decisions issued by the EEC departments is supervised 
by the competition department. 

Cross-sector 

  

EEC Press Release (in 
Russian) 
Link        

                               

https://eec.eaeunion.org/news/sovet-eek-vnes-izmeneniya-v-poryadok-rassmotreniya-del-o-narushenii-pravil-konkurentsii/
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EEC plans to minimise 
roaming costs within the 
EAEU 

On 27 October 2021, the EEC adopted a plan to minimise 
roaming costs for cellular coverage within the EAEU. The 
initiative is based on the analysis of services and cell phone 
plans applied by cellular carriers in the EAEU. The EEC 

intends to monitor and supervise the gradual lowering of 
roaming costs with the goal of making the roaming services 

pricing closer to "roam like at home" model by 2025. 

TMT 

  

EEC Statement (in 
Russian) 
Link        
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DRCF launches technology 
horizon scanning 

programme 

On 29 November 2021, the Digital Regulation Cooperation 
Forum ("DRCF"), composed of the CMA, Ofcom, the 

Information Commissioner's Office and the Financial 
Conduct Authority, launched a technology horizon scanning 
programme.  The DRCF is seeking input via email 
(JoiningUpOnFutureTech@ofcom.org.uk) to enable it to 
keep pace with the changes in digital and online services. 

Cross-sector 

  

Policy Paper 
Link        

  

CMA publishes 

comparative report on 
improving competition in 
digital markets 

On 29 November 2021, the CMA, as part of the UK's 

Presidency of the G7, published an independent report at 
the G7 Digital Competition Enforcers Summit, providing a 
compendium of approaches to improving competition in 
digital markets. The compendium provides an overview of 
how different authorities are working to promote 
competition in digital markets. In particular, the CMA found 
that: 

- there is a high level of commonality in the approaches 
that authorities are taking to address competition 
concerns; 

- authorities are actively looking to strengthen 
institutional capability and build knowledge to ensure 

they are equipped to address the specific challenges of 

digital markets; 

- many authorities are considering, or have introduced, 
different reforms to address competition issues in 
digital markets; 

- governments and authorities are reflecting on the 
interaction of different disciplines within their 
jurisdictions. Many authorities have set up 

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Press Release 

Link   

Report 
Link      

  

mailto:JoiningUpOnFutureTech@ofcom.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joining-up-on-future-technologies-digital-regulation-cooperation-forum-technology-horizon-scanning-programme/joining-up-on-future-technologies
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-hosts-first-two-day-digital-summit-of-g7-competition-heads
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1036995/Compendium_final_format_.pdf
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arrangements to facilitate collaboration between 
competition agencies, as well as other regulators and 
governments, both domestically and internationally. 

CMA consults on Retained 

Horizontal Block 
Exemption Regulations 

On 24 November 2021, the CMA launched a consultation on 

the Retained EU Research and Development Block 
Exemption Regulation and the retained EU Specialisation 
Block Exemption Regulation, which are due to expire on 31 
December 2022.  The CMA is seeking views on whether 

these Block Exemption Regulations meet their intended 
purpose and take account of specific features of the UK 

economy serving the interests of UK businesses and 
consumers. The CMA’s review will also consider the 
Commission’s Horizontal Guidelines, which cover, for 
example, information exchange.  The deadline to respond 
to the consultation is 11 January 2022. 
 
The CMA plans to consult on its proposed recommendation 

in early 2022. 

Cross-sector 

  

Consultation 

Link  

  

CMA Chair outlines how 

the CMA is responding to 
global challenges 

On 18 November 2021, Jonathan Scott, CMA Chair, 

delivered a speech which addressed the CMA's role in 
addressing the challenges of climate change, the power of 
big tech and the post-pandemic recovery. Mr Scott outlined 
the CMA's work in respect of: 

- international cooperation to achieve coherence in areas 
such as sustainability and digital platforms;  

- delivering on its remit, in particular, regarding climate 
change, big tech and COVID recovery; and  

- supporting the UK Government with proposed reforms 
to the UK competition law framework. 

Consumer 

  

Speech 

Link        

  

CMA seeks to address 

long-term exclusive 
arrangement concerns in 
the electric vehicle 
charging sector 

On 17 November 2021, the CMA published draft 

commitments to address competition law concerns in the 
supply of electric vehicle ("EV") charge-points on or near 
motorways.  The CMA considers that these will lead to 
greater investment, choice and competition on prices for EV 
drivers. 

 
Following the CMA's market study in the EV charging 
sector, in July 2021 the CMA launched a competition law 
investigation into long-term exclusivity arrangements 

Energy 

Government 
and 
Infrastructure 

 

 

CMA Press Release 

Link   

Consultation on Draft 
Commitments 
Link      

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/retained-horizontal-block-exemption-regulations-rd-and-specialisation-agreements?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&amp;utm_source=bc014e96-3fac-43cf-86ef-62476cfe9f4a&amp;utm_content=immediately%20
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/chatham-house-competition-policy-conference-closing-address
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-to-open-up-electric-vehicle-charging-competition-on-motorways
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-commitments-in-respect-of-long-term-exclusive-arrangements-for-the-supply-of-electric-vehicle-chargepoints-on-or-near-motorways
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between an EV charging operator and certain motorway 
service station operators.  The CMA is concerned that 
provisions in those contracts:   

- may be preventing competitor chargepoint operators 
from operating at motorway service areas; 

- could impede the successful roll-out of the 
government’s anticipated Rapid Charging Fund; and  

- may result in drivers losing out on competitive prices 
and reliable charge-points as a result of a lack of 
competition at motorway service areas. 

The draft commitments aim to address each of these 
concerns. 

CMA recommends a UK-
specific Vertical 
Agreements Block 
Exemption Regulation 

On 3 November 2021, the CMA published its long-awaited 
recommendation to the Secretary of State for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy ("BEIS") on whether the 
retained Vertical Agreements Block Exemption Regulation 
(“retained VABER”) should be replaced, when it expires 

on 31 May 2022, with a UK-specific Vertical Agreements 
Block Exemption Order (“VABEO”). This follows the CMA’s 

consultation, which was launched in June 2021. The CMA 
has recommended that the retained VABER should be 
replaced with a UK-specific VABEO, which does not make 
fundamental changes from the current regime, but does 
introduce some important amendments including potential 

divergence with the proposed EU rules. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link        

  

PSR adopts final report on 
the supply of card-
acquiring services 

On 3 November 2021, the Payment Systems Regulator 
(“PSR”) published its final report (the “Final Report”) 
following its market review into the supply of card-
acquiring services. The PSR’s Final Report largely confirms 

its provisional findings set out in its Interim Report 

published in September 2020, concluding that this market 
does not work well for small and medium-sized merchants 
nor for large merchants with annual card turnover up to 
£50 million. 
 
The PSR intends to publish a remedies consultation in early 

2022 to set out its views on the most suitable remedies 
package to address the concerns identified in the Final 
Report, and to seek stakeholders’ input on these. 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Client Briefing 
Link        

  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/CMA-recommendation-for-UK-VABER-diverges-from-EU-regime_091121
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/PSR-confirms-UK-card-acquiring-services-market-does-not-work-for-merchants_041121
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Carbon Dioxide exemption 
adopted 

On 22 October 2021, the Competition Act 1998 (Carbon 
Dioxide) (Public Policy Exclusion) Order 2021 ("CO2 
Order") was published. The UK Government adopted the 
Order as part of a solution to prevent a carbon dioxide 

shortage in the UK.  The UK Government provided CF 
Fertilisers UK Limited ("CF Fertilisers") with short term 
financial support to enable it to continue producing CO2 
following the increased fuel costs. This support was to 

cover CF Fertilisers financial losses resulting from CO2 
production up to a financial limit for a period of three 

weeks. 
 
The CO2 Order enables CF Fertilisers UK Limited and its 
distributors to enter into purchasing arrangements to 
ensure that CF Fertiliser's production of commercial carbon 
dioxide remains financially viable during the disruption 
caused by increased fuel prices. It allows them to share 

information about costs, prices, expected purchase 
volumes, customers and contract term lengths during this 
period without breaching UK competition law. The CO2 

Order will expire on 31 January 2022. 

Energy 

  

CO2 Order 
Link        

  

CMA to launch market 
study into music streaming 

On 19 October 2021, the CMA announced its intention to 
undertake a market study into music streaming. This 

decision stems from a recommendation by the UK 
Government following its investigation into music 
streaming.  Once the CMA has clarified the final scope of 
the proposed study, it will launch the study at the earliest 
opportunity. 

TMT 

  

Client Briefing 
Link        

  

CMA publishes its input on 
reforming the framework 
for better regulation 

On 8 October 2021, the CMA published its response to 
BEIS' consultation on reforming the "Better Regulation 
Framework".  This Framework sets out the process for 

ensuring that the better regulation principles are applied 
when the UK Government brings forward new measures 
that will affect business, bringing rigour and transparency 
to the process. 

 
The CMA’s response highlights the importance of 
understanding markets and potential competition impacts 
throughout the policy cycle, drawing upon the CMA’s 
markets and advocacy work. The response also provides 

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Consultation 
Response 
Link        

  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/1169/contents/made
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/cma-launch-market-study-digital-music-streaming_261021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1024154/CMA_response_to_Reforming_the_framework_for_better_regulation_consultation.pdf
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practical recommendations on a number of the proposals to 
improve the way regulation is assessed and scrutinised, in 
line with the principles set out by the consultation. 

CMA publishes response to 

UK Government's 
proposed reforms to 
competition and consumer 
policy 

On 4 October 2021, the CMA published its response to the 

UK Government’s consultation on proposed reforms to 
competition and consumer policy.  The Government 
consultation takes forward many (but not all) reform 
proposals made by Lord Tyrie (then Chair of the CMA) in a 

letter to BEIS in 2019. The CMA has described the 
consultation as “perhaps the most important review of 

competition and consumer policy in a decade”. 
 
The CMA’s response to the consultation shows that, broadly 
speaking, the CMA welcomes the proposed reforms, which 
include: bolstering the CMA’s powers; changes to the 
merger control notification/investigation process; 
enhancement of consumer rights; and ensuring that 

breaches of competition and consumer law are robustly 
enforced.  A summary of the CMA’s responses to the key 
proposals in respect of competition and consumer policy 

are set out in our client briefing. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 

Link        

  

CMA publishes response to 
UK Government’s 

proposed reforms to digital 
markets 

On 4 October 2021, the CMA published its response to the 
UK Government’s consultation on a new pro-competition 

regime for digital markets. The consultation sets out 
proposals to empower the new Digital Markets Unit, 
including creating enforceable codes of conduct for the 
biggest tech firms.  The CMA is supportive of the proposals 
and will work with the Government to develop them.  A 
summary of the CMA’s response is set out in our Client 

Briefing. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link        

  

CMA considering how UK 

competition and consumer 
protection regimes 
contribute to 
environmental 

sustainability 

On 30 September 2021, the CMA published for consultation 

a “Call for Inputs” document to gather views from 
stakeholders on how the competition and consumer 
protection regimes can support the UK’s Net Zero and 
sustainability goals.  The document primarily focuses on 

whether the current UK competition law, merger control, 
consumer protection and markets regimes constrain or 
frustrate initiatives that may support the UK’s Net Zero and 
sustainability goals and, if so, how the regimes could be 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 

Link        

  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/CMA-response-to-Govt-competition-consumer-policy-reforms_071021
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/CMA-response-Government-proposed-reforms-digital-markets_071021
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/UK-competition-and-consumer-protection-regimes-environmental-sustainability_041021
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adapted. The information gathered will be used by the CMA 
to advise the UK Government.  The consultation closed on 
10 November 2021. 

UK Government 

temporarily excludes co-
operation arrangements 
between fuel companies 
from UK competition law 

On 26 September 2021, BEIS announced that, due to 

recent supply chain issues at petrol forecourts, the UK 
Government implemented a measure to temporarily 
exempt the fuel supply industry from the Chapter I 
Prohibition CA98 for the purpose of sharing information and 

optimising supply under the Competition Act 1998 (Public 
Policy Exclusion) Order 2012. 

Energy 

  

Client Briefing 

Link        

  

BEIS Committee conducts 
inquiry on subsidy control 
and post-Brexit 
competition policy 

On 23 September 2021, the House of Commons BEIS 
Committee launched an inquiry on subsidy control and 
post-Brexit competition policy, as part of its over-arching 
inquiry on post-pandemic economic growth.  The inquiry 
covers three main themes: 

- UK competition policy and the CMA e.g. whether the 

CMA's current statutory duty is appropriate, whether 
UK competition policy has weakened over recent year 
(including the impact of COVID-19 and digitalisation); 

how the CMA will mange its enhanced responsibilities 
post-Brexit, whether its governance should be 
reformed, and whether there should be more 
involvement from the devolved assemblies; and the 

CMA's relationship with the Commission; 

- State aid and the Subsidy Control Bill e.g. whether the 
framework for subsidy control in the Subsidy Control 
Bill fit for purposes, including any gaps in the Bill and 
how these will be filled by secondary legislation; how 
the Bill can be enforced (in the absence of giving the 

CMA enforcement powers), how the new regime can 
effectively protect competition within the UK internal 

market, and the main opportunities and challenges for 
businesses under the new regime; and 

- Competition in digital markets e.g. the CMA's approach 
to digital markets, and how it should learn from and 
work with the Commission and US authorities. 

Cross-sector 

  

BEIS Committee Press 
Release 
Link        

              

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/UK-suspend-competition-law-for-fuel-sector-to-enable-supply_280921
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1534/postpandemic-economic-growth-state-aid-and-post-brexit-competition-policy/news/157720/state-aid-and-competition-policy-business-committee-launch-inquiry/
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UK Government publishes 
guidance on new National 
Security and Investment 
Act screening procedure 

On 15 November 2021, BEIS published further guidance on 
the National Security and Investment Act 2021 screening 
regime providing further clarity for businesses on how the 
regime will operate in practice.  The new regime will come 

into force on 4 January 2022 and will have retrospective 
effect from 12 November 2020. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link 

             

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition/Countdown-to-the-UK-National-Security-Screening-Regime-Is-your-business-prepared
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UK Government agrees 
trade deal in principle with 
New Zealand 

On 20 October 2021, UK Prime Minister, Boris Johnson and 
New Zealand Prime Minister, Jacinda Arden agreed a 
historic trade deal in principle over video call. The deal 
followed sixteen months of negotiations by negotiators 
from the Department for International Trade. The deal is 

set to create new opportunities for tech and services 

companies while making it easier for UK professionals to 
live and work in New Zealand. 
 
On 26 October 2021, the House of Lords International 
Agreements Committee reopened its call for evidence in 
relation to the inquiry into ongoing trade negotiations 
between the UK and New Zealand. This includes 18 new 

specific questions covering different aspects of the 
agreement in principle. The questions also address the 
potential impact of the agreement in principle on different 
groups, including the devolved nations, the agricultural and 

food industries, manufacturers and the services industry. 
The Committee expects the call for evidence to remain 
open until the trade agreement is signed. 

Cross-sector 

  

UK Government Press 
Release 
Link   

Call for Evidence 

Link      

  

UK issues statement on 
WTO Trade Policy Review 
of China 

On 20 October 2021, the UK's Ambassador to the World 
Trade Organisation ("WTO"), Simon Manley, delivered a 
statement at the WTO Trade Policy Review of China. He 
praised the economic growth of China since joining the 
WTO 20 years ago, noting that China's share of global 

trade has jumped from 8.5% to close to 11% in the decade 
to 2019 and is anticipated to rise to 12% by 2030 which 
has contributed to lifting many out of poverty. 

 
Manley went on to identify areas of improvement for China 
in relation to its trading system including:  

- a lack of reciprocity of access to markets, as Chinese 

firms enjoy much greater access in overseas markets 
than their foreign counterparts experience within 
China; 

Cross-sector 

  

UK Government Speech 
Link  

Report 
Link      

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-agrees-historic-trade-deal-with-new-zealand
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/618/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/wto-trade-policy-review-of-china-uk-statement?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&amp;utm_source=4985aa03-0b7b-46a8-b09b-043e4dc76e6e&amp;utm_content=immediately
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldintrel/62/6202.htm
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- the centrality of state-owned enterprises to China's 
industrial strategies which raises concerns as such 
market dominance disadvantages both domestic private 
firms and foreign investors. Manley calls for the 
Chinese Government to commit to publishing all 

materials related to its three year reform plan of state-
owned enterprises; and 

- China's continued lack of compliance with transparency 

obligations under the Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures. 

Manley also called on China to ratify and implement the 
International Labour Organisation Forced Labour 

Convention. 
 
On 10 September 2021, the House of Lords International 
Relations and Defence Committee published a report on the 
UK's security and trade relationship with China requesting a 
clear and consistent written strategy on the relationship. 

UK adopts amendments 

correcting errors in the 
Belarus sanctions regime 

On 14 October 2021, the UK adopted the Republic of 

Belarus (Sanctions) (EU Exit) (Amendment) (No.2) 
Regulations 2021 ("S.I. 2021/1146"), amending the 
Republic of Belarus (Sanctions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019, 
and revoking and replacing the Republic of Belarus 
(Sanctions) (EU Exit) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 

("S.I. 2021/922"). 
 
S.I 2021/1146 maintains the amendments made by S.I. 
2021/922 and corrects some errors in the legislation by:  

- reinstating the prohibition on the transfer of 'restricted 
technology', including technology used for military 

purposes/internal repression and 

interception/monitoring (this was erroneously deleted); 
and 

- correcting errors regarding the application of 
exceptions for authorised conduct in British Overseas 
Territories, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. 

Cross-sector 

  

S.I. 2021/1146 

Link        

  

Launch of UK Office for the 
Internal Market 

On 21 September 2021, the CMA announced the official 
launch of the Office for the Internal Market ("OIM"), which 
sits within the CMA. The Internal Market Act  ("IMA") 

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Press Release 
Link   

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/en/uksi/2021/1146/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/office-for-the-internal-market-opens-for-business
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confers on the CMA various advisory, monitoring, 
intelligence-gathering and reporting functions relating to 
the development and effective operation of the UK internal 
market. 
 

The CMA is encouraging businesses to report their 
experience of how the UK internal market is working using 
a new digital reporting service e.g. any difficulties in using 

professional qualifications awarded in one part of the UK in 
other parts of the UK. Any information received through the 
service will contribute towards the OIM's first report 
planned for Spring 2022, and may also be used for any 

discretionary reviews that the OIM may undertake before 
that. 
 
To coincide with its launch (and as required under the 
IMA), the OIM has published :  

- guidance on how it will exercise the CMA's reporting 

and other functions under the IMA; and 

- a policy statement setting out how it will exercise and 

enforce its information gathering powers under the 
Internal Market Act. 

Separately, BEIS has published a suite of guidance on the 
IMA. 

CMA Guidance 
Link  

Policy Statement 
Link  

BEIS Guidance 

Link    

  

UK launches "Shipping 
Concierge service" to 
support maritime 
businesses 

On 13 September 2021, the UK Government launched a 
24/7 worldwide service responsible for boosting the UK's 
maritime sector. The proactive service will connect owners 
and operators with the relevant maritime specialists to help 
maritime businesses seeking to access the UK market. 
 

Benefits are purported to include: 

- single point of contact for UK Government departments 
and services; 

- providing strategic account management for 
relationships with government department experts, 
ship owners, operators, managers and maritime sub-
sector leaders; 

- facilitating an accessible link between maritime industry 
and government; 

Energy 
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Infrastructure 
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UK Government Press 
Release 
Link        

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1019096/Guidance_on_the_Operation_of_the_CMA_s_UK_Internal_Market_Functions_--.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1019095/Statement_of_Policy_on_the_Enforcement_of_the_OIM_s_Information_Gathering_Powers_--.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uk-internal-market-act-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-shipping-concierge-service-launched-to-support-and-guide-maritime-businesses-into-the-uk
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- identifying and removing barriers to entry to UK for the 
maritime sector and advising government on how to 
advance policy informed by commercial, social and 
environmental needs; 

- helping drive UK maritime prosperity to create jobs and 

grow the maritime economy; and 

- providing the UK maritime sector with a government 
centre of expertise, continuously monitoring 

international propositions and recommending 
adjustments to the UK’s offer. 

UK-Australia Trade 
Negotiations 

On 8 September 2021, UK Ministers agreed to drop climate 
pledges from the UK trade deal with Australia in order to 
get the deal over the line. 
 
The UK-Australia trade deal was agreed in principle in June 
2021, but the finer details of the deal are still in discussion. 
An email from an unnamed cabinet official was leaked to 

Sky News, confirming that UK Ministers, Liz Truss and 
Kwasi Karteng, agreed to drop binding commitments to the 

Paris climate change agreement from trade deal. It is 
understood that the treaty text will no longer refer to the 
specific Paris Agreement temperature goals and instead 
these references will be implicit. This change differs from 
the text of the UK-EU trade deal, which explicitly refers to 

the Paris Agreement temperature commitments. 
 
Separately, the UK Government confirmed in a press 
release on 3 September 2021 that the UK rail industry is 
set to benefit from an export boom as a result of the UK-
Australia trade deal.  The deal is set to remove the 5% 

export tariff on rail contracts, will allow UK companies to 
compete for Australian Government contracts on equal 

footing with Australian companies and will give UK 
employees greater freedom to work in Australia. 

Cross-sector 

  

Sky News Article 
Link   

Sky News Article 
Link  

Politico Article 
Link  

UK Government Press 

Release 
Link  

  

UK Government announces 
further extension to the 

Northern Ireland Protocol 
grace periods 

On 6 September 2021, Lord Frost, Minister of State in the 
Cabinet Office issued a statement unilaterally confirming an 

open-ended extension of the grace periods for the Northern 
Ireland Protocol (“NI Protocol”). On the expiry of the NI 
Protocol grace periods, British businesses transporting 
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UK Parliament Statement 
Link  

  

https://news.sky.com/story/exclusive-ministers-bowed-to-pressure-to-drop-key-climate-commitments-for-uk-trade-deal-with-australia-12401988
https://news.sky.com/story/australia-and-uk-governments-at-odds-over-why-key-climate-targets-were-stripped-out-of-future-trade-deal-12402967
https://www.politico.eu/article/australian-trade-minister-leaves-uk-with-no-deal/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rail-industry-on-track-to-win-big-in-uk-australia-trade-deal?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&amp;utm_source=282e5d2d-add8-425f-bd70-8cbebb86ca9a&amp;utm_content=immediately
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-09-06/hlws257?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&amp;utm_campaign=3564e6cd13-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_09_07_05_06&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_term=0_10959edeb5-3564e6cd13-190613788
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animal products to Northern Ireland would be required to 
complete paperwork and other checks from 1 October 2021 
when the period was due to expire. Certain goods would 
require vet-issued Export Health Certificates and chilled 
meats from Great Britain, such as sausages would be 

prohibited in Northern Ireland. This is the third extension of 
its kind concerning the NI Protocol grace periods. 
 

In March 2021, the UK Government unilaterally suspended 
the grace periods under the NI Protocol, following which the 
EU commenced legal action against the UK for breaching 
the NI Protocol. The UK and EU then agreed an extension 

of the grace periods in June 2021, extending them until 30 
September 2021. Frost confirmed that the latest extension 
is to provide space for further discussions with the EU 
relating to the UK Government’s proposals to amend the 
operation of the NI Protocol. 

Two new HM Trade 
Commissioners announced 
to boost UK trade 

On 1 September 2021, International Trade Secretary, Liz 
Truss, announced the appointment of two new HM Trade 
Commissioners ("HMTCs") who will play a crucial role in 

attracting inward investment and helping British businesses 
seize export opportunities throughout Europe and Central 
Asia. Working closely with the wider diplomatic network 
and other UK Government colleagues in their region, the 

new HMTCs will lead on a coordinated government effort 
overseas to promote UK trade, delivering jobs and 
prosperity for the UK economy. 

Cross-sector 

  

Press release 
Link        

     

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/liz-truss-appoints-new-trade-commissioners-to-boost-uk-trade
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Sanctions 2.0: US 
Treasury Department 

announces results of 
sanctions policy review 
and OFAC releases 
compliance guidance for 
the virtual currency 
industry 

On 15 October 2021, the US Department of the Treasury 
("Treasury") released its long-awaited review of economic 

and financial sanctions, and OFAC published sanctions 
guidance for the virtual currency industry. 

- Treasury’s review identified recommendations to 
change how US sanctions policies and regulations are 
developed and structured, signaling support for 
multilateral approaches, recognition and mitigation of 

humanitarian impacts, and the need to confront 

emerging challenges to sanctions effectiveness, 
including growing use of digital currencies and online 
payment platforms. 

- OFAC’s guidance emphasises that sanctions compliance 
requirements apply to the virtual currency industry in 
the same manner as they do to traditional financial 
institutions.  

- Companies operating in the virtual currency industry 
should incorporate, and frequently update, controls and 
procedures to identify transactions involving virtual 
currency addresses or other identifying information 

associated with individuals and entities listed on 
sanctions lists or located in sanctioned jurisdictions. 

Companies that fail to employ proper internal controls 
and procedures face an increased risk of OFAC 
enforcement and associated civil and criminal penalties. 

Cross-sector 

  

ES Flash Update 
(LinkedIn) 

Link   

Client Briefing 
Link      

  

OFAC sanctions virtual 
currency exchange and 

On 21 September 2021, the Treasury took action in 
response to the increasing prevalence and severity of 
ransomware attacks in the United States, and addressed 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
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https://us.eversheds-sutherland.com/NewsCommentary/Legal-Alerts/245088/OFAC-sanctions-virtual-currency-exchange-and-updates-ransomware-advisory
https://us.eversheds-sutherland.com/NewsCommentary/Legal-Alerts/245088/OFAC-sanctions-virtual-currency-exchange-and-updates-ransomware-advisory
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updates ransomware 
advisory 

the central role that virtual currency and virtual currency 
exchanges play in these attacks. 

- For the first time, OFAC sanctioned a virtual currency 
exchange, SUEX OTC, S.R.O. (SUEX), for facilitating 
financial transactions in illicit proceeds from at least 

eight ransomware variants. 

- Any payments involving SUEX now violate US 
sanctions. 

- OFAC also updated its Ransomware Advisory, urging 
companies to develop defensive measures and report 
ransomware attacks to law enforcement. 

 

  

US implements Ethiopia 
sanctions regime 

On 17 September 2021, US President Joe Biden signed an 
Executive Order 14046 ("E.O.") “Imposing Sanctions on 
Certain Persons with Respect to the Humanitarian and 
Human Rights Crisis in Ethiopia.” The E.O. implements a 
new sanctions regime against Ethiopia allowing the US to 
impose a range of targeted sanctions on persons 

determined, among other things, to be responsible for or 
complicit in actions or policies that expand or extend the 

ongoing crisis or obstruct a ceasefire or peace process in 
northern Ethiopia or commit serious human rights abuse. 
No designations or organisations or individuals have yet 
been made, but the US Secretary of State has warned that 
the US will imminently begin designations without clear 

progress toward a ceasefire. Any sanctions imposed will be 
targeted to avoid negatively impacting on humanitarian 
efforts in the region. 
 
The E.O. follows escalation in the ongoing humanitarian 
crisis and Tigray conflict in Ethiopia, a conflict that has 

caused one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world 

leaving over 900,000 living in famine conditions. The US is 
calling upon the Governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea, the 
regional government of Amhara and the Tigray People's 
Liberation Front to enter talks to achieve a negotiated 
ceasefire as precursor to broader talks seeking a political 
resolution to the conflict. The US also specifically calls on 

Eritrean forces to withdraw from the region. 

Cross-sector 
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US Secretary of State 
Press Statement 

Link     

  

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0361
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/14046.pdf
https://www.state.gov/issuance-of-new-executive-order-establishing-sanctions-related-to-the-crisis-in-ethiopia/


Contacts 
 

 
  

 

43 

Global contacts 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Global Co-Chair Competition, 
EU and Trade 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Mark Herlach 
Global Co-Chair Competition, 
EU and Trade 

T: +1 202 383 0172 
markherlach@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Austria 

 

Aurelius Freytag 
Partner 

T: +43 1 51 62 01 25 
M: +44 436 642 0281 47 
aurelius.freytag@ 
eversheds-sutherland.at 

Estonia 

 

Risto Rüütel 
Partner 

T: +372 622 9990 
risto.ruutel@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ee 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

44 

EU 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
M: +44 779 873 4263 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 
M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

France 

 

Dan Roskis 
Partner 

T: +33 1 55 73 41 37 
M: +33 6 12 82 68 93 
danroskis@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Chloé Charbeaux 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 40 64 
chloecharbeaux@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Hadrien Jolivet 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 40 54 
hadrienjolivet@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Germany 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Daniel von Brevern 

Partner 

T: +49 211 86467 60 
M: +49 160 702 7292 
danielvonbrevern@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

45 

Hungary 

 

Dr. Ágnes Szent-Ivány 
Managing Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
szent-ivany@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Ildikó Szegedi 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 

szegedi@ 

eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Péter Sándor 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
peter.sandor@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

Ireland 

 

Sean Ryan 
Partner 

T: +35 3 16 64 42 07 
seanryan@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

 

Katie Haberlin 
Solicitor 

T: +35 3 16 64 49 70 
katiehaberlin@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

 

Shane Kelly 
Legal Assistant 

T: +35 3 16 64 49 73 
shanekelly@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

Italy 

 

Alessandro Greco 
Partner 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 01 

M: +39 347 063 5784 
alessandrogreco@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Gabriele Maria Polito 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 023 
M: +39 345 774 6464 
gabrielemariapolito@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Antonio Campitiello 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 051 
M: +39 340 252 9300 
antoniocampitiello@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

46 

Latvia 

 

Gunta Lokastova 
Senior Associate 

T: +371 6728 0102 
gunta.lokastova@ 
eversheds-sutherland.lv 

Lithuania 

 

Rimtis Puišys 
Partner 

T: +37 0 52 39 23 73 
rimtis.puisys@eversheds.lt 

 

 

Manvydas Borusas 
Associate 

T: +37 0 52 52 73 39 
M: +37 062 953 991 
manvydas.borusas@eversheds.lt 

Netherlands 

 

Michel Chatelin 

Partner 

T: +31 2 05 60 06 51 
M: +31 654 343 221 
michelchatelin@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Eline van Nimwegen 

Senior Associate 

T: +31 2 05 60 05 42 
M: +31 681 413 905 
elinevannimwegen@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Fons Leijten 

Associate 

T: +31 20 5600 637 
M: +31 6 2292 4868 
fonsleijten@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

47 

Poland 

 

Marta Gadomska-Gołąb 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 732 
marta.gadomska-golab@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Aleksandra Kunkiel-Kryńska 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 775 
M: +48 510 087 784 
aleksandra.kunkiel-krynska@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Dariusz Aziewicz 
Senior Associate 

T: +48 22 50 50 738 
M: +48 510 087 785 
dariusz.aziewicz@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

Romania 

 

Mihai Guia 
Managing Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 233 615 86 
mihaiguia@eversheds.ro 

 

 

Oana Dobre 
Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 409 766 78 
oanadobre@eversheds.ro 

Russia 

 

Mikhail Timonov 

Partner 

T: +7 812 363 3377 
M: +7 921 415 0475 
mikhail.timonov@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ru 

 

 

Alexander Gavrilov 

Principal Associate 

T: +7 495 662 6434 
M: +7 963 645 1424 
alexander.gavrilov@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ru 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

48 

South Africa 

 

Greg Shapiro 
Partner 

T: +27 8 73 59 15 47 
M: +27 832 875 177 
gregshapiro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.co.za 

Spain 

 

Crisanto Pérez-Abad 
Partner 

T: +34 9 14 29 43 33 
cperezabad@ 
eversheds-sutherland.es 

Switzerland 

 

Daniel Bachmann 

Partner 

T: +41 31 328 75 75 
M: +41 79 695 22 75 
daniel.bachmann@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 

 

 

Dr. Martin Rauber 

Legal Director 

T: +41 44 204 90 90 
M: +41 78 673 99 28 
martin.rauber@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

49 

Sweden 

 

Richard Jacobsson 
Partner 

T: +46 8 54 53 22 16 
richardjacobsson@ 
eversheds-sutherland.se 

 

 

Mathilda Andersson 
Associate 

T: +46 8 54 53 22 11 
mathildaandersson@ 
eversheds-sutherland.se 

Tunisia 

 

Farès El Heni 
Managing Partner 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
M: +33 6 68 20 65 33 
fareselheni@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Imen Enneifar 
Principal Associate 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
imenenneifar@ 
eversheds-sutherland.tn 

 

  



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

50 

United Kingdom 

 

James Lindop 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4718 
M: +44 781 015 1278 
jameslindop@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 
M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Peter Harper 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 0646 
M: +44 739 325 4367 
peterharper@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Nicola Holmes 
Legal Director 

T: +44 113 200 4721 
M: +44 782 447 5763 
nicolaholmes@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
M: +44 779 873 4263 
roskellaway@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Kate Newman 
Partner 

T: +44 113 200 4467 
M: +44 791 779 1982 
katenewman@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Julia Woodward-Carlton 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4770 
M: +44 776 871 3061 

juliawoodwardcarlton@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

  

 

  

 

United States 

 

Mark Herlach 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0172 

markherlach@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Jeff Bialos 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0363 
M: +1 202 445 1112 

jeffbialos@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Ginger Faulk 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0981 

gingerfaulk@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 



 

eversheds-sutherland.com 
© Eversheds Sutherland 2021. All rights reserved. 
Eversheds Sutherland (International) LLP and Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP are part of a global legal practice,  

operating through various separate and distinct legal entities, under Eversheds Sutherland. For a full description  

of the structure and a list of offices, please visit www.eversheds-sutherland.com. 

lon_lib1\25802510\1 

 


