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Our international Competition, EU and Trade team provides you with a 

compilation of recent key antitrust, trade and foreign investment 

regulatory and legal developments from the last quarter. 

 

This edition covers updates for the three months up to August 2021 and is full of newsworthy 
items from some of our international colleagues.   

 

There are a number of changes on the horizon.  The European Commission is considering 

various changes to competition policy from the EU competition rules relating to horizontal 
agreements to publishing the draft revised Vertical Block Exemption Regulation and guidelines 
for consultation. In June 2021, the Commission announced that it had undertaken its first dawn 
raids since the start of the Coronavirus pandemic and we expect there to be more unannounced 
inspections in the coming months.  

 

In the UK, the government is considering ways to bring UK competition law into the 21st century 
such as by strengthening competition enforcement and enhancing the CMA’s investigative 
powers.  It is also considering how to implement a new “pro-competition” regime for digital 
markets.  On foreign investment, the UK government published draft regulations and guidance 
on the new National Security and Investment Regime, which will come into force on 4 January 
2022.  

 

With regard to trade, in July 2021 the UK and New Zealand announced the start of the sixth-
round of free trade agreement negotiations in July 2021. Both countries are committed to 
concluding a high-quality agreement with developments made on express delivery services, 
anti-corruption measures and impacts on developing countries.  

 

Please note that the information contained in this Bulletin is for guidance only and should not be 

regarded as a substitute for research or taking legal advice.  

 

We hope that you enjoy reading this edition. 
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Antitrust 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links  

Commission investigating 
potential breach of 
standstill obligation in 
Illumina/GRAIL merger 

On 20 August 2021, the European Commission 
("Commission") opened an investigation to assess 
whether Illumina, Inc's decision on 18 August 2021 to 
complete its acquisition of GRAIL Inc., whilst the 

Commission's in-depth investigation into the proposed 

transaction is still ongoing, constitutes a breach of the 
"standstill obligation" in Article 7 of the EU Merger 
Regulation ("EUMR").   
 
All transactions falling under the Commission's jurisdiction 

need to be notified and approved by the Commission before 
they can be implemented.  The Commission can impose 
fines on companies that, either intentionally or negligently, 
breach the standstill obligation which may reach up to 10% 
of the companies' aggregate turnover. 
 
Illumina is currently challenging the Commission's decision 

to accept requests by France and five other Member States 
for a referral, under Article 22 EUMR, to investigate 
Illumina's proposed acquisition of GRAIL. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link   

Appeal 
Link  

  

EESC opinion on Digital 
Markets Act 

On 16 July 2021, the opinion of the European Economic and 
Social Committee ("EESC") on the Commission's proposed 
Digital Markets Act ("DMA") was published in the Official 

Journal.  The EESC supports the draft DMA but makes a 
number of recommendations including further consideration 

Cross-sector 

  

Opinion 
Link  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4322
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=243548&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=2823655
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/digital-markets-act
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links  

of the impact of the DMA process within B2B core services 
and clarifying the concept of "end-users" and "business 
users".  

Commission consults on 

policy options to revise 
competition rules on 
horizontal agreements 

On 13 July 2021, the Commission published a consultation 

seeking views from stakeholders on its inception impact 
assessment of policy options for revising the EU 
competition rules relating to horizontal agreements 
(agreements between competitors).  The Research and 

Development ("R&D") Block Exemption Regulation and the 
Specialisation Block Exemption Regulation will expire on 31 

December 2022 and the Commission is exploring ways to 
update them, as well as the guidelines on horizontal 
agreements (“Horizontal Guidelines”).  
 
The Horizontal Guidelines currently provide guidance on the 
ability to exchange information between competitors, and 
on standardisation, joint purchasing and commercialisation 

agreements between competitors.  The Commission is 
considering whether the Horizontal Guidelines should be 
amended to include specific guidance on sustainability 

agreements. 

Cross-sector 

  

Consultation Webpage 

Link        

  

Commission publishes 
evaluation of Market 

Definition Notice 

On 12 July 2021, the Commission published its Staff 
Working Document summarising the findings of its 

evaluation of the Market Definition Notice used in EU 
competition law.  Although the evaluation found that the 
Market Definition Notice remains highly relevant, it does 
not fully reflect developments in best practices in market 
definition that have taken place since 1997, including latest 
developments in EU case law.  For example, in relation to: 

- the use and purpose of the SSNIP (small significant 
non-transitory increase in price) test in defining 

relevant markets; 

- digital markets, in particular, regarding products or 
services marketed at zero monetary price and to 
digital ‘ecosystems'; 

- the assessment of geographic markets in conditions 

of globalisation and import competition; 

- quantitative techniques; 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link   

Staff Working Paper 
Link      

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13058-Horizontal-agreements-between-companies-revision-of-EU-competition-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3585
https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/system/files/2021-07/evaluation_market-definition-notice_en.pdf
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links  

- the calculation of market shares; and 

- non-price competition (including innovation). 

The Commission stated that it will reflect on the need and 
on how to address the issues that were identified in the 
context of the evaluation. 

Commission publishes 
draft VBER and guidelines 

for consultation 

On 9 July 2021, the Commission published a draft revised 
VBER and Guidelines on Vertical Restraints for 

consultation.  The current rules will expire on 31 May 
2022.  The key proposed policy changes are discussed in 
our Client Briefing. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link   

Commission Consultation 
Webpage 
Link       

Commission publishes 
report on competition 
policy 

On 7 July 2021, the Commission published its annual report 
on competition policy.  This provides a non-exhaustive 
summary of the activities undertaken by the Commission 
relating to competition policy in the course of 2020. 

Cross-sector 

  

Report 
Link        

  

Commission amends and 

re-adopts decision in euro 
interest rate derivatives 
cartel following appeal 

On 28 June 2021, the Commission announced that it had 

amended and re-adopted two decisions in the euro interest 
rate derivatives cartel.  This follows the General Court's 
judgment in September 2019, which found that the 

Commission's original decision lacked sufficient reasoning 
on the level of the fines imposed. 

Financial 

Services 

 

 

Commission Daily News 

Link        

  

Commission undertakes 
dawn raids in the 
manufacturing and 
distribution of garments 
sectors in Germany 

On 22 June 2021, the Commission announced that it had 
undertaken dawn raids at the German premises of a 
company active in the sector of manufacturing and 
distribution of garments.  The Commission suspects that 
the company has breached Article 101 TFEU.   
 
These are the first unannounced inspections undertaken by 

the Commission since the start of the Coronavirus 
pandemic.   

Industrials 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission sends 
Statement of Objections to 
Insurance Ireland  

On 18 June 2021, the Commission announced that it had 
sent a Statement of Objections to Insurance Ireland 
alleging that it restricted competition in the Irish motor 
vehicle insurance market in breach of Article 101 TFEU. The 

Commission considers that Insurance Ireland arbitrarily 
delayed or de facto denied access to the Insurance Link 
platform, a data sharing system, to companies that had a 
legitimate interest in joining it, and that hurdles remain in 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/new-eu-rules-for-distribution-agreements_270721
https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/public-consultations/2021-vber_en
https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/publications/annual-reports_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_21_3283
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3145
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3081
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links  

place that might affect companies seeking to enter the Irish 
motor insurance market. 
 
The Commission intends to include specific guidance on 
data pooling and data sharing arrangements in its revised 

Horizontal Guidelines. 

Commission publishes 
preliminary report in 

consumer Internet of 
Things sector inquiry 

On 9 June 2021, the Commission published its preliminary 
report in respect of its sector inquiry into the consumer 

Internet of Things ("IoT") sector, which it launched in July 
2020 as part of the Commission's digital strategy.  The 

consumer IoT comprises consumer products and services 
that are connected to a network and can be controlled at a 
distance, for example, by a voice assistant or mobile 
device.  According to the report, the main areas of potential 
concern identified by the respondents to the inquiry 
include: 

- certain exclusivity and tying practices relating to 

voice assistants, as well as practices limiting the 
possibility to use different voice assistants on the 
same smart device; 

- the position of voice assistants and smart device 
operating systems as intermediaries between users, 
on one side, and smart devices or consumer IoT 
services on the other side. This position, combined 

with their key role in the generation and collection 
of data, would allow them to control user 
relationships; 

- the extensive access to data that providers of 
smart device operating systems and voice 
assistants seem to have, including information on 

user interactions with third-party smart devices and 

consumer IoT services. This not only gives 
them advantages in relation to the improvement 
and market position of their general-purpose voice 
assistants, but also allow them to leverage more 
easily into adjacent markets; and 

- lack of interoperability in the consumer IoT sector, 

as a few providers of voice assistants and operating 
systems are said to unilaterally control 

Consumer 

TMT 

 

 

Preliminary Report 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/system/files/2021-06/internet_of_things_preliminary_report.pdf
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links  

interoperability and integration processes, and to 
be capable of limiting functionalities of third-party 
smart devices and consumer IoT services, 
compared to their own. 

The final report on the Consumer IoT Sector Inquiry is 

expected in the first half of 2022. 
  

Advocate General delivers 
opinion relating to optical 
disk drives cartel decision  

 
  

On 3 June 2021, Advocate General Pitruzzella handed down 
an opinion on an appeal challenging the Commission's 2015 
optical disk drive cartel decision.  The Advocate General 

concluded that the Commission cannot legitimately argue 
that, once a single and continuous infringement has been 
established and proved, all individual episodes or contacts 
that constitute the infringement must also be considered 
established and proved as competition offences.  

 

The Commission may be allowed to resort to a "dual 

characterisation" of the infringements, but for this to be 
legitimate, it must make this explicit in the Statement of 

Objections to the parties and discharge the associated 
burden of proof and duty to give proper reasoning. In this 
case, the Commission had changed its legal 
characterisation between the Statement of Objections and 
its decision. The European Court of Justice ("ECJ") should, 

therefore, annul the Commission's decision in this regard. 
However, as the existence of a single and continuous 
infringement was established, this would not require the 
entire cartel decision to be annulled. 

Cross-sector 

  

Opinion 
Link  

  

ECJ dismisses appeal on 

the application of the 
leniency notice in car 

battery recycling cartel 

On 3 June 2021, the ECJ dismissed an appeal brought by 

Recylex against a General Court judgment that dismissed 
Recylex's action to challenge the Commission's decision 

finding that it participated in a cartel to fix the purchase 
prices of scrap lead-acid automotive batteries in 
Belgium, France, Germany and the Netherlands.  
 
Recylex claimed that the General Court had erred in 

applying the Commission's Leniency Notice 2006 relating to 
the grant of partial immunity. The ECJ upheld the General 
Court's judgment finding that the evidence adduced by an 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment 

Link  

                                   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62019CC0697
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62019CJ0563
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applicant for partial immunity must relate to facts 
previously unknown to the Commission. The applicant must 
provide evidence that enables the Commission to establish 
new facts relating to the gravity or duration of the 
infringement. Where the information provided concerns 

facts which were already known to the Commission, an 
application for partial immunity must be refused, and there 
is no need to compare the evidential value of the 

information provided with that of the information previously 
provided by other parties. 
 
The ECJ also held that the General Court had not erred in 

finding that, in relation to the level of fine reduction 
granted, Recylex could not take the place of a company 
that had submitted a leniency application earlier but had, 
allegedly, breached the conditions of co-operation. 
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EU’s defence measures 
against unfair trade 
practices remained 
effective in 2020 

On 30 August 2021, the Commission published its 39th 
Annual Report to the European Parliament and the Council 
on the EU’s Anti-Dumping, Anti-Subsidy and Safeguard 
activities and the Use of Trade Defence Instruments by 

Third Countries targeting the EU in 2020 (“Report”).   

The Report found that the system for protecting EU 

businesses from dumped and subsidised imports continued 
to function well in 2020 due to the EU’s robust and 
innovative ways of using trade defence instruments 
(“TDI”), despite the practical challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This is part of the Commission’s new 
trade strategy, whereby the EU takes a more assertive 
stance in defending its interests against unfair trade 

practices. 
 
At the end of 2020, the EU had 150 TDIs in force, in line 

with previous years’ activity levels, with an increase in the 
number of cases lodged towards the end of 2020. In 
addition, for the first time, the Commission addressed a 
new type of subsidy given by third countries in the form of 

cross-border financial support that was a serious challenge 
for EU companies. 
  
Continued high level of EU trade defence activity 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission had to 

swiftly introduce temporary changes to its work practices, 
especially concerning on-the-spot verification visits. At the 

end of 2020, the 150 trade defence measures that the EU 
had in place – 10 more than at the end of 2019 – included 
128 anti-dumping, 19 anti-subsidy and 3 safeguard 
measures. 
 

In 2020, the Commission launched: 

Cross-sector 

  

Press Release 
Link   

Report 
Link  

Supplement to Report 
Link     

                                  

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2294
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/august/tradoc_159782.PDF
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/august/tradoc_159783.PDF
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- 15 investigations, compared to 16 in 2019, and 
imposed 17 provisional and definitive measures, 
compared to 15 in 2019; and 

- 28 reviews, compared to 23 the previous year.  

 

The highest number of EU trade defence measures 
concerns imports from: 

- China (99 measures); 

- Russia (9 measures); 

- India  (7 measures); and 

- United States (6 measures). 

 

Tackling new types of subsidies 
 
In 2020, the Commission strengthened its action against 
subsidies granted by third countries. In particular, the 
Commission imposed countervailing duties on cross-border 
financial support given by China to Chinese-owned 

companies manufacturing glass fibre fabrics and continuous 
filament glass fibre products based in Egypt for export to 
the EU. 
 
This means that, for the first time, the Commission 
addressed cross-border subsidies given by a country to 
enterprises located in another country for exports to the 

EU. 
 
Support to, and defence of, EU exporters facing trade 
defence investigations in export markets 
 

The importance of monitoring trade defence action taken 
by third countries was again evident in 2020. The number 

of trade defence measures in force by third countries 
affecting EU exporters reached its highest level since the 
Commission started this monitoring activity, with 178 
measures in place. In addition, the number of cases 
initiated also increased in 2020, with 43 compared to 37 in 
the previous year.  
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Strong focus on monitoring and enforcement 
 
There was a renewed focus on the monitoring of measures 
in place in 2020, including changes to surveillance practices 
to ensure the ongoing effectiveness of the trade defence 

instruments. This also involved customs authorities, EU 
industry, and in certain instances, the European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF). Continuing its efforts to address instances 

where exporters tried to avoid measures, the Commission 
initiated three anti-circumvention investigations in 2020 
and completed five such investigations during the year, 
where measures were extended in four cases to also 

address imports from third countries where transhipment 
was found to have taken place. 

 



Italy 
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The Italian Competition 
Authority fines the 
incumbent postal operator 
for an abuse of economic 

dependence 

The Italian Competition Authority (“ICA”) imposed a fine of 
over €11 million to the Italian incumbent operator of the 
postal sector (“Poste Italiane”). This is for an abuse of 
economic dependence put in place against a local collection 

and delivery operator active in the Naples’ region, Soluzioni 

S.r.l. (“Soluzioni”). 
 
The ICA argued that Poste Italian adopted a set of 
contractual conditions that were unjustifiably onerous and 
that they engaged in abusive conduct. This meant they 

were able to produce a significant imbalance in the 
negotiating relationship with Soluzioni. Soluzioni was also 
forced to conduct additonal tasks not in the agreement 
which were not paid by Poste Italiane. In turn, this allowed 
Poste Italiane to reduce, at its own will, the minimum 
quantities and to change the type of products. 
 

According to the ICA, Poste Italiane hindered the proper 
development of competition in the relevant market. Its 
abusive conduct lead to excluding an operator which could 
have provided its services to alternative postal operators.  

 

The ICA deemed the behaviour of Poste Italiane to 
constitute a breach of the Italian basic law on economic 

dependence (Law No. 192/1998, Art. 9), having regard to 

Government 
and 
Infrastructure 

Industrials 

 

 

ICA’s Final Resolution 
adopted in July 2021 (in 
Italian) 
Link        

  

https://www.agcm.it/dotcmsdoc/allegati-news/A539%20chiusura.pdf
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the high proportion of Soluzioni’s total turnover which 
depended on Poste Italiane's commissions making it 
difficult for Soluzioni to acquire new clients. 
 
The ICA proved the existence of an economic dependence 

by making reference to the fact that when Poste Italiane 
terminated its relationship with Soluzioni in 2017, the latter 
had to immediately dismiss many of its employees. 

Italian court quashes 
mobile telco pricing 

antitrust fines 

In 2020, the ICA fined four companies after finding that 
they coordinated their commercial strategies in relation to 

regulatory changes that required providers of electronic 
communications to renew their bills monthly or in periods 
of multiple months and as a result they would implement 
price increases.  
 
Amongst other things, back in April 2018, the ICA also 
imposed interim measures ordering the companies to 

suspend their investigated practices pending the outcome 
of the probe. As a result, the companies changed their 
behaviour and reduced the prices in relation to the changes 

in the billing periods. 
 
Italy’s first instance administrative court (“TAR Lazio”) 
quashed the €228 million in fines imposed on four mobile 

telecoms operators for coordinating billing conditions. The 
TAR Lazio ruled that the ICA failed to prove that they acted 
illegally. 
 
TAR Lazio stated the decision was affected by a lack of 
investigation, arguing that the evidence gathered could 

prove an unfair commercial practice pursuant to the Italian 
Consumer Code. However, it was not sufficient to support 

the existence of a concerted practice between operators to 
keep the increase in the retail price of their offers and to 
avoid the switch of customers to other competing 
companies. 
 

In essence, according to the court, the ICA’s decision 
reports a lack of serious, precise and concordant elements, 
while on the contrary, the companies have provided a 
reliable explanation of the meetings and exchanges of 

Cross-sector 

  

ICA’s Press Release (in 
Italian) 

Link        

  

https://www.agcm.it/media/comunicati-stampa/2020/1/I820


Italy 
 

 
  

 

13 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                

information on which the ICA relied its probe and pecuniary 
fine. 
 
Finally, the court stated the ICA’s decision is also in 
contrast with the opinion delivered by the Italian 

Communication Authority (namely, AGCOM). In particular, 
the TAR Lazio explained that AGCOM, in essence, rebutted 
the ICA’s argument that the price factor alone would 

represent the variable on the basis of which consumers are 
backed to switch to another operator. In doing so, AGCOM 
dismissed the alleged anti-competitive purpose of the 
conduct examined by the ICA, thus fully agreeing with the 

parties’ defence i.e. that the contacts among the 
undertakings were necessary due to the legal interpretative 
uncertainties on the modalities to apply the new regulatory 
framework. 

The Italian Competition 

Authority probes TIM, 
DAZN over football TV 
rights agreement 

On 6 July 2021, the ICA opened an investigation into a 

potentially anticompetitive agreement 
between TIM and DAZN for the distribution of 2021-2024 
Serie A TV broadcasting rights. 

 
In its opening decision, the ICA argued that some clauses 
in the distribution and technical support contract concluded 
between DAZN – holder of such tv rights - and the 

telecommunication operator TIM commercially limit DAZN 
in offering pay-tv. They reduce its capacity to offer 
discounts to end-users and hinder other telecom operators’ 
ability to put in place any commercial initiatives. 
 
The ICA further stated that the probe will aim to verify 

whether the agreement affects competition in relation to 
the possible adoption by TIM of technical solutions that are 

not available to its competing undertakings by hindering in 
such a way the competition on the retail dual play market. 
 
The investigation is due to be completed by 30 June 2022. 

Cross-sector 

  

ICA’s decision (case I857) 

of 6 July 2021 (in Italian) 
Link   

ICA’s press release (case 

I857) of 8 July 2021 (in 
Italian) 
Link      

                              

https://www.agcm.it/dotcmsdoc/allegati-news/I857%20avvio.pdf
https://www.agcm.it/media/comunicati-stampa/2021/7/I857
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CAT approves Merricks' 
collective proceedings 
Order application in 

MasterCard collective 
damages action 

 
  

On 18 August 2021, in Walter Hugh Merricks CBE v 
MasterCard, the Competition Appeal Tribunal ("CAT") ruled 
that Mr Merricks should be authorised as the class 

representative in a collective proceedings application under 
section 47B(8) of the Competition Act 1998 ("CA98") 

provided he obtains a suitable undertaking as to liability for 
adverse costs from his litigation funder. This will be the first 
opt-out collective action to be certified since the 2015 
reforms to the competition private damages actions regime 
were introduced. 
 
The proposed collective proceedings combines follow-on 

damages actions arising from the Commission's 2007 
decision finding that MasterCard's EEA multilateral 
interchange fees breached Article 101(1) of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the European Union, which the ECJ 

upheld in September 2014. 

Consumer 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Judgment 
Link        

  

CMA publishes governance 
framework agreement with 
BEIS 

On 19 August 2021, the Competition and Markets Authority 
("CMA") published a framework agreement with the 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
("BEIS").  This sets out the broad governance framework 
for the CMA's relations with both BEIS and HM Treasury 
including in relation to performance management and 

Cross-sector 

  

Framework 
Link        

  

https://www.catribunal.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-08/2021.08.18_Merricks_Judgment_Final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/competition-and-markets-authority-cma-framework-document


UK 
 

 
  

 

15 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                   

information exchange.  The framework is not intended to 
compromise the CMA's independence as a non-ministerial 
government department. 

UK Secretary of State 

issues PIIN in Ultra 
Electronics proposed 
acquisition of Cobham 
Ultra Acquisitions 

On 18 August 2021, BEIS published a Public Interest 

Intervention Notice ("PIIN") issued by the Secretary of 
State in relation to the anticipated acquisition of Ultra 
Electronics Holdings plc by Cobham Ultra Acquisitions 
Limited. The Secretary of State believes that it is or may be 

the case that the national security public interest 
consideration specified in section 58(1) and (2) of the 

Enterprise Act 2002 is relevant to a consideration of the 
relevant merger situation.  The CMA will investigate the 
transaction and report by 18 January 2022. 
  

Government 

and 
Infrastructure 

Industrials 

 

 

Public Interest 

Intervention Notice 
Link        

  

FCA updates policy 
statement on insurance 

pricing rules 

On 18 August 2021, the Financial Conduct Authority 
("FCA") published a policy statement on revisions to its 

rules on insurance pricing practices which it adopted in May 
2021 following its general insurance pricing practices 
market study.  The changes update or clarify the rules and 

relate to issues including: 

- the application of its rules to firms that give 
discounts or other incentives to customers; 

- the application of its reporting rules to 

intermediaries that rebate commission; and 

- the definition of a renewal, so that where an 
existing customer actively buys a policy with the 
same firm through a different channel or 
distribution arrangement, the firms should treat 
this as new business rather than renewal business. 

 

In addition, the FCA published Q&As to address some of the 
questions that it has received since the publication of the 
policy statement.  

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Policy Statement 
Link   

Q&As 
Link      

  

CMA fines ION £325,000 
for breaching initial 

enforcement order 

On 17 August 2020, the CMA published a decision to 
impose a penalty of £325,000 on ION Investment Group 

Limited and ION Trading Technologies Limited under 
section 94A of the Enterprise Act for failure, without 
reasonable excuse, to comply with the requirements of an 

Cross-sector 

  

Decision 
Link        

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1012133/piinn-aug-2021.pdf
https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/policy/ps21-11.pdf
https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/policy/ps21-5-questions-answers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/611a7a63e90e0705355a5419/ION_Penalty_Decision_21.pdf
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initial enforcement order ("IEO") issued in the context of 
the completed acquisition by ION Investment Group of 
Broadway Technology Holdings LLC.  The CMA concluded 
that ION risked prejudicing a possible reference for a Phase 
2 merger investigation or impeding potential remedial 

action following such a reference. 
 
The CMA may impose a penalty not exceeding 5% of the 

merging parties' combined global turnover for breaching an 
IEO.  The fine imposed on ION is the highest the CMA has 
imposed for such a breach since the current system was 
introduced in April 2014. 

CMA issues Statement of 
Objections in remitted 
Pfizer/Flynn phenytoin 
sodium capsules 
investigation 

On 5 August 2021, the CMA stated that it issued a 
Statement of Objections in relation to the Pfizer/Flynn 
excessive pricing case, following reconsideration of issues 
remitted by the CAT and the Court of Appeal judgment. 
 

The CMA provisionally found that the companies exploited a 
loophole by de-branding the drug, known as Epanutin prior 
to September 2012, with the effect that the drug was not 

subject to price regulation in the way branded drugs are. 
As Pfizer and Flynn were the dominant suppliers of the drug 
in the UK, the NHS had no choice but to pay unfairly high 
prices for this vital medicine.  Following the overnight price 

increases by the companies, NHS spending on phenytoin 
sodium capsules rose from around £2 million a year in 
2012 to about £50 million in 2013. For over 4 years, 
Pfizer’s prices were between 780% and 1,600% higher 
than it had previously charged. Pfizer then supplied the 
drug to Flynn, which sold it to wholesalers and pharmacies 

at prices between 2,300% and 2,600% higher than those 
they had paid previously.   

 
Pfizer and Flynn now have an opportunity to respond to the 
provisional findings set out in the Statement of Objections. 
  

Health and 
Life Sciences 

 

 

CMA Press Release 
Link        

  

CMA publishes final report 
on electric vehicle charging 
market study 

On 23 July 2021, the CMA published the final report on its 
market study notice into the supply of charging for electric 
vehicles ("EVs") in the UK. It concludes that while some 
parts of this new sector are developing relatively well, 

Energy 

  

CMA Press Release 
Link   

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-accuses-pharma-firms-of-illegal-pricing
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-action-needed-on-ev-charging-to-meet-net-zero
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including charging at locations like shopping centres, 
workplaces and people's private parking (garages and 
driveways), other parts are facing problems which will 
hinder roll-out. This could impact the government's plans to 
ban the sale of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030 and its 

wider commitment to make the UK net zero by 2050. 
 
The CMA's key recommendations are that the UK 

Government: 

- sets out an ambitious national strategy for rolling 
out EV charging between now and 2030 (working 
with the devolved governments and the energy 

regulators); 

- supports local authorities ("LAs") to boost roll-out 
of on-street charging, including defining a clear role 
for LAs to manage the roll-out in their area and 
providing funding for the expertise needed for this 
to happen; 

- attaches conditions to its £950 million Rapid 
Charging Fund, which it is planning to use for grid 

upgrades at motorway service stations, to open up 
competition so that drivers have a choice of 
charging provider at each service station; and 

- creates an EV charging sector that people can trust 
and have confidence in, including tasking a public 

body with monitoring the sector as it develops to 
ensure charging is as simple as filling up at a petrol 
station. 

The CMA notes that there are still many uncertainties about 
how the sector and technology will evolve and that given 
how important this sector is, the CMA will oversee progress 

as it evolves over the next few years. The CMA will take 

further action if the sector or parts of it are developing in a 
way that is damaging competition and investment and not 
working well for people.  

Final Report 
Link      

  

CMA opens 
investigation into the 

supply of electric vehicle 
chargepoints 

On 22 July 2021, the CMA launched an investigation under 
the Chapter I prohibition CA98 in relation to long-term 

exclusive arrangements for the supply of EV chargepoints 
on or near motorways entered into by the Electric Highway 

Energy 

  

CMA Press Release 
Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electric-vehicle-charging-market-study-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/investigation-into-the-supply-of-electric-vehicle-chargepoints-on-or-near-motorways
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Company Limited and Ecotricity Group Limited with three 
individual motorway service area ("MSA") operators.  The 
Electric Highway and Ecotricity are also under investigation 
under Chapter II CA98 in respect of the same long-term 
exclusive arrangements.  The CMA confirmed that the 

investigation has been opened as a result of information 
obtained during the course of the CMA's market study into 
EV charging.  

 
The CMA indicates that between now and February 2022 it 
will engage in information gathering and carry out an 
analysis and review of the information obtained.  

BEIS consulting on 
reforming the framework 
for better regulation 
including new competition 
statutory objectives on all 

regulators 

On 22 July 2021, BEIS published a consultation on 
reforming the framework for better regulation. The UK 
Government considers that the UK's exit from the EU 
presents the opportunity to revisit questions about 
regulation and to consider reforming the current Better 

Regulation Framework. The UK Government has developed 
five new principles that underpin its approach to regulation: 
a sovereign approach, leading from the front, 

proportionality, recognising what works, and setting high 
standards at home and globally.  The consultation seeks 
views on a number of possible options for reform, including 
a review of the role of regulators, especially around 

competition and innovation, in particular, introducing 
statutory objectives on all regulators to promote 
competition and innovation in the markets they regulate. 

Cross-sector 

  

Consultation Webpage 
Link        

  

BEIS consults on reforms 
to UK competition law 

On 20 July 2021, BEIS published a consultation on 
reforming UK competition law as follows:  

- requiring the CMA to produce regular reports on the 
state of competition and introduce a new, more 

active approach by the UK Government when 
setting the CMA’s strategic steer going forward; 

- making the market inquiry process more flexible 
and efficient by, for example, allowing remedies to 
be accepted at the end of a market study, or by 

replacing market studies and market investigations 
with a single market inquiry tool. It is also 
proposing to allow interim measures to be used in 

Cross-sector 

  

BEIS Press Release 
Link   

Consultation 
Link  

BEIS Letter to CMA 
Link     

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-the-framework-for-better-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministers-seek-to-stamp-out-rip-offs-with-new-consumer-protections
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1004096/CCS0721951242-001_Reforming_Competition_and_Consumer_Policy_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1004016/sos-letter-to-andrea-coscelli-on-sustainability.pdf
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market investigations, and to enable commitments 
to be accepted to close all, or any part of, an 
investigation; 

- amending the merger control thresholds by 
increasing the turnover threshold from £70 million 

to £100 million; introducing a safe harbour for 
mergers between small business (with turnover 
below £10 million); introducing a new threshold to 

enable the CMA to investigate mergers where any 
party has a share of supply of 25% and UK 
turnover of more than £100 million; 

- revising certain merger procedures, including 

allowing commitments to be given earlier during 
Phase 2 and introducing an automatic fast-track 
referral procedure; 

- revising the size, composition and role of the CMA 
panel; 

- strengthening competition enforcement, in 

particular, by adjusting the territorial scope of the 

competition prohibitions, reducing the thresholds 
for immunity from fines, providing immunity from 
liability for damages for immunity recipients under 
the leniency policy, protecting whistle-blowers, 
strengthening interim measures powers and 
providing the CMA with enhanced evidence 

gathering powers. The UK Government is also 
proposing measures to make the settlements 
regime more effective and is seeking views on 
whether to adjust the standard of review for 
competition decisions; and 

- enhancing the CMA's investigative and enforcement 

powers, including tougher financial penalties for 

failure to comply with an investigation, personal 
accountability for directors for the provision of 
evidence and stronger penalties for failing to 
comply with remedies or commitments, and 
stronger powers and tools for international co-
operation.  
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BEIS has also asked the CMA to consider and report, by 
early 2022, on how the current competition (and 
consumer) rules can be changed or used better to help to 
achieve the UK Government's Net Zero and sustainability 
goals.  

CMA outlines its role in 
leveraged purchases of 
high street names and 

supermarkets 

On 20 July 2021, the House of Commons BEIS Committee 
published the CMA's response to a recent letter from 
Darren Jones, Chair of the BEIS Committee, outlining the 

CMA's role in respect of leveraged purchases of high street 
names and supermarkets by private equity firms based on 

its statutory powers relating to mergers and markets, and 
any other powers. 

- For mergers, the CMA's ability to intervene in an 
acquisition on the basis that it is highly leveraged is 
very limited.  It could only do so if it could show 
that the levels of debt being taken on as a result of 
the acquisition are such that the target would be 

likely to fail post-merger, or at least that its 
financial position would be affected to such a 
degree that it would become a significantly weaker 

competitor.  It will often be difficult to assess at the 
time of a merger whether gearing will affect a 
target’s competitiveness (and over what time 
frame), and demonstrating such an effect to the 

requisite legal standards may therefore be a 
significant challenge.  

- For markets, the CMA can only really address 
concerns about ownership and capital structure to 
the extent that these factors can be shown to harm 
consumers. 

Consumer 

  

CMA Letter 
Link        

  

Consultation launched on 

new pro-competition 
regime for digital markets 

On 20 July 2021, the Departments for Digital, Culture, 

Media and Sport ("DCMS") and BEIS published a 
consultation on a new pro-competition regime for digital 
markets and the establishment of the Digital Markets Unit 
("DMU").  
 

The consultation seeks views on: 

- the criteria and mechanisms that will identify which 
firms fall within the scope of the new regime and 

Cross-sector 

  

Consultation Webpage 

Link        

  

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6812/documents/72262/default/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/a-new-pro-competition-regime-for-digital-markets
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designated with Strategic Market Status ("SMS") 
by the DMU; 

- the DMU's objectives and how it will work with 
other regulators.  BEIS considers that the statutory 
duty of the DMU should be to promote competition 

(which includes promoting competitive outcomes) 
in digital markets for the benefit of consumers. The 
DMU should also support innovation when 

promoting competition. However, although the DMU 
should give appropriate regard to innovation and 
impacts on the economy and market, DCMS and 
BEIS do not currently consider it necessary to 

explicitly include innovation in the DMU's core 
duties; 

- a new code of conduct to promote open choices, 
fair trading and trust and transparency. Firms with 
SMS will be subject to an enforceable code of 
conduct that will set out how they are expected to 

behave; 

- the DMU's powers to make pro-competition 

interventions that will address the root causes of 
market power. This could include data-related 
remedies and measures to enhance consumer 
choice. The DMU will also have powers to monitor 
and enforce the new regime. The focus of the 

regime will be on resolving concerns through 
constructive engagement with firms; and 

- a distinct merger regime for firms with SMS, 
overseen by the CMA.  

BEIS publishes report 

on consumer personalised 

pricing and disclosure 

On 20 July 2021, BEIS published a research paper on 

Personalised Pricing and Disclosure. BEIS and the CMA 

commissioned research into the practice in November 
2018, to understand how widespread it is, how businesses 
are applying it, and extent it may prevent consumers 
getting the best deals. The report considers personalised 
pricing exists where a company sells a product at different 
prices to different customers. It found that: 

- personalised pricing can expand markets and 
increase revenue, and potentially intensify 

Consumer 

  

BEIS Report 

Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personalised-pricing-and-disclosure
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competition by encouraging new customer 
discounts; 

- price discrimination creates winners and losers, 
which can be socially undesirable if losers are 
consistently poorer and vulnerable; and 

- price discrimination can make price comparison 
harder, raise search costs and reduce competition. 
It can also damage consumer trust and create data 

privacy concerns; that not all firms may find it 
profitable; and in markets where consumers are 
likely to overvalue products the practice can 
eliminate any efficiency.  

The report found limited evidence of widespread 
personalisation but noted its use in air travel and hotel 
sectors where services cannot be sub-traded between 
consumers. It noted some companies were reluctant to 
price discriminate due to negative perception, and where 
implemented it was often subject to "waterbed effects" 

where higher prices resulted in lower prices elsewhere. The 
report, however, did find personalised pricing was 

particularly active in sub-groups where customers did not 
actively search for lower prices, or had low price sensitivity. 
This resulted in a so-called "loyalty penalty", although the 
report noted this may benefit consumers in the round by 
lowering entry prices.   

CMA publishes 
whistleblowing guidance 

On 16 July 2021, the CMA published whistleblowing 
guidance for employees and ex-employees who want to 
provide the CMA with information about their employer's 
possible involvement in anti-competitive or unfair trading 
practices. 

Cross-sector 

  

Guidance 
Link        

  

CMA imposes fines 

exceeding £260 million for 
anti-competitive conduct in 
the supply of 
hydrocortisone tablets 

On 15 July 2021, the CMA fined Auden Mckenzie and 

Actavis UK (now Accord-UK) over £260 million for charging 
the NHS excessively high prices for hydrocortisone tablets 
between 2008 and 2018 in breach of UK competition 
law.  The CMA also found that Auden Mckenzie paid off 
certain potential competitors to stay out of the market.   

Health and 

Life Sciences 

 

 

CMA Press Release 

Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whistleblowers-at-the-cma/guidance-on-whistleblowing
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-finds-drug-companies-overcharged-nhs
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CMA publishes Annual 
Report and Accounts 
2020/21 

On 15 July 2021, the CMA published its Annual Report and 
Accounts for 2020-2021 together with an Annual Impact 
Assessment Report.  The Annual Report highlights the 
CMA's work over the 2020-2021 financial year, how it 

responded to the COVID-19 pandemic and the work it has 
undertaken to: 

- protect consumers particularly those in vulnerable 
circumstances; 

- improve trust in markets; 

- tackle concerns in digital markets; 

- enhanced productivity and economic growth; 

- supported the transition to a low carbon economy; 
and 

- take on new responsibilities as a result of the UK 
leaving the EU. 

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Annual Report and 
Accounts 
Link   

Annual Impact 

Assessment Report 
Link      

  

UK Government 

recommends a market 
study into recorded music 

On 15 July 2021, the House of Commons DCMS Committee 

published a report on the economics of music streaming, 
which identified several areas of concern in the recorded 

music and market streaming markets.  One of its 
recommendations is for the CMA to conduct a market study 
on whether competition in the recorded music market is 
being distorted by the major music groups.  In its report, 
the DCMS Committee concluded that: 

- there are ongoing concerns about the majors’ 
position in negotiation, which allows them to 
benefit at the expense of independent labels and 
self-releasing artists, particularly regarding 
playlisting; 

- whilst the major music groups dominate music 

publishing, there is little incentive for their music 

publishing interests to redress the devaluation of 
the song relative to the recording.  The CMA should 
consider how the majors' position in both recording 
and publishing has influenced the relative value of 
song and recording rights; and 

- current contractual agreements between the major 

music companies and streaming services have the 
potential to stifle further innovation if they are 

TMT 

  

Report 

Link        

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cma-annual-report-and-accounts-2020-to-2021/annual-report-and-accounts-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cma-impact-assessment-2020-to-2021
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/378/digital-culture-media-and-sport-committee/news/157683/government-accepts-key-committee-recommendation-to-refer-major-music-groups-to-competition-and-markets-authority/
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misused so the CMA should consider whether these 
agreements have the potential to (or indeed have 
already) prevented experimentation and innovation 
by streaming services. 

CMA consults on retained 
Vertical Agreements Block 
Exemption Regulation 

On 17 June 2021, the CMA published a consultation 
document on the results of its review of the retained EU 
Vertical Agreements Block Exemption Regulation ("VBER"), 
which will expire on 31 May 2022.  The CMA proposes to 

recommend that the Secretary of State replace the retained 
VBER with a UK Vertical Agreements Block Exemption 

Order, tailored to the needs of businesses operating in the 
UK and UK consumers. A relevant consideration in the 
CMA's review has been that a degree of alignment with the 
EU approach to vertical agreements is likely to reduce 
compliance costs, and it has decided that large-scale and 
fundamental changes to the current exemption are not 
appropriate. 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link   

Consultation 

Link      

  

Payment Systems 
Regulator consults on 5-

year strategy 

On 10 June 2021, the UK Payments Systems Regulator 
("PSR") published a consultation on its proposed strategy 

for the next five year with the following proposed priorities: 

- ensure users have continued access to payment 
services they rely upon and to support effective 
choice of alternative payment options; 

- ensure users are sufficiently protected when using 
the UK's payment systems now and in the future; 

- promote competition in markets and protect users 
where that competition is insufficient, including 
between payment systems within the UK and in the 
markets supported by them; and 

- ensure the renewal and future governance of the 

UK's interbank payment systems supports 
innovation and competition in payments. 

The PSR is expected to publish the final version of its 
strategy before the end of 2021. 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Consultation 
Link        

  

CMA publishes responses 

on harms to competition 
caused by algorithms 

On 7 June 2021, the CMA published responses to its call for 

information on its Data, Technology and Analytics Unit 
research paper on potential harms to competition and 
consumers from the use of algorithms. A number of 

Cross-sector 

  

Summary of Responses 

Link   

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/UK-VABER-consultation_060721
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/994552/VBER_recommendation_2021_consultation_with_annexes_170621_FINAL.pdf
https://www.psr.org.uk/media/gpkfu3kz/cp21-7-proposed-strategy-consultation-document-june-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/991676/Summary_of_responses_to_algorithms_paper_publish.pdf
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respondents considered that the theories of harm in the 
paper were incomplete and some commented on the need 
for legal analysis of any harm, and guidance on how harms 
would be assessed.  

CMA Blog 
Link      

         

https://competitionandmarkets.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/21/algorithms-wheres-the-harm/


UK 
 

 
  

 

26 

Foreign Investment 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                                        

BEIS publishes draft 
regulations, consultation 
and guidance on new 
National Security and 

Investment regime 

On 20 July 2021, BEIS published: 

- a draft of the National Security and Investment Act 
2021 (“NSI Act”) (Notifiable Acquisition) 
(Specification of Qualifying Entities) Regulations 

2021 (Notifiable Acquisition Regulations). These are 
in broadly the same form as the draft published in 

March 2021, but the definitions have been further 
refined following additional, targeted consultation 
with stakeholders. The sections relating to energy 
and communications have been more substantially 
revised; 

- a consultation on the revised draft statement that 
explains how the power to call in acquisitions for 

consideration will be used. Key changes include 
how the statement describes the areas of the 
economy in which acquisitions are most likely to be 

called in, and clarification that the same tests of 
risk factors that apply to qualifying acquisitions of 
entities will apply to qualifying acquisitions of 
assets; and 

- guidance notes to help businesses prepare for the 
NSI Act including on how the NSI Act will impact 
people or entities outside the UK; how it will 
interact with other regulations; and specific 
guidance for the higher education and research-
intense sectors. 

The NSI Act will come into force on 4 January 2022. 
  

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 
Link        

        

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition/further-guidance-uk-govt-nsi-regime-and-impact-MA_290721
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Mexican market opens its 
doors to imports of British 
pork for the first time 

With the Mexican market opening its doors to imports of 
British pork, it means that British exporters can now tap 
into a market which boasts high demand for high quality 
pork meat. 
 

Global UK pork exports were worth over £421 million to the 

UK economy in 2020, reaching 75 export markets 
worldwide. According to the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board, access to the Mexican market alone is 
estimated to be worth £50 million to UK pork producers 
over the first five years of trade. The aim is to raise the 
international profile and reputation of food and drink from 
across the UK and help more food and drink companies 

export their produce abroad. 
 
The development follows over four years of negotiations 
and inspections. The Mexican National Department for 

Health, Safety and Agricultural and Food Quality 
(SENASICA) inspected numerous premises throughout the 
UK which led to a decision to approve four processing 

facilities and four associated cold stores in England and 
Wales. 
 
Pork will join a broad range of livestock genetics that the 
UK already successfully exports to Mexico. Access for 
bovine embryos was secured in 2020, joining bovine 

semen, a market worth over £130,000 annually over the 
last five years. Consequently, the UK’s high-quality cattle 
breeds are helping to develop Mexican herds. 

Consumer 

  

Press release 
Link        

  

UK International Trade 
Secretary Liz Truss has 
named two new HMTCs to 

boost UK trade 

There have been two Her Majesty’s Trade Commissioners 
(“HMTCs”) appointments recently made by International 
Trade Secretary Liz Truss, to play a crucial role in attracting 

inward investment and helping British businesses seize 
export opportunities throughout Europe and Central Asia. 
 
Working closely with the wider diplomatic network and 
other UK Government colleagues in their region, the new 

Government 
and 
Infrastructure 

 

 

Press release 
Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mexican-market-opens-its-doors-for-imports-of-british-pork
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/liz-truss-appoints-new-trade-commissioners-to-boost-uk-trade


UK 
 

 
  

 

28 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                                         

HMTCs will lead on a coordinated government effort 
overseas to promote UK trade, delivering jobs and 
prosperity for the UK economy. 
 
Chris Barton, previously Acting Director General of Trade 

Negotiations at DIT, has been appointed as HMTC for 
Europe. Deputy HMTC for Europe, Kenan Poleo, becomes 
HMTC for Eastern Europe and Central Asia Network. 

UK-New Zealand trade 
agreement negotiations 

The sixth round of free trade agreement negotiations took 
place 19-20 July 2021. Both countries are committed to 

concluding a high-quality free trade agreement. In this 
round, significant progress was made in these areas: 
 
Express Delivery Services (Annex): These provisions 
give legal certainty to UK delivery service suppliers by 
offering reassurance that the regulatory environment 
provides a level playing field. Securing commitments on 

this essential part of the supply chain enables smoother 
delivery of goods between countries. 
 

Anti-Corruption: Corruption acts as a barrier to free trade 
by increasing the cost of doing business. The chapter 
covers provisions relating to whistleblowing, 
embezzlement, money laundering, and other areas. Having 

strong global standards based on an international rules-
based approach allows businesses to compete fairly. 
 
Development: Trade agreements between two developed 
economies can impact on developing countries that are not 
party to the agreement. Development provisions recognise 

the role that trade and investment can play in contributing 
to positive economic and social development outcomes; 

whilst creating opportunities for UK firms and 
consumers, e.g. lowering prices and opening fast-growing 
markets for UK exporters. 

Cross-sector 

  

Press release 
Link        

  

UK Prime Minister 

announces new Trade 
Envoys to boost British 
business globally 

On 23 August 2021, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

appointed ten Trade Envoys to boost British business in 
dynamic markets such as Australia, Brazil and Canada.  The 
Trade Envoys will use their skills, experience, and market 
knowledge to help UK businesses find new export and 

Government 

and 
Infrastructure 

 

 

Press release 

Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/negotiations-on-the-uks-future-trading-relationship-with-new-zealand-update--6
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-announces-new-trade-envoys-to-boost-british-business-around-the-world
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investment opportunities and promote UK trade in their 
allocated market.  
 
The UK Government already has Trade Envoys in more 
than 60 countries, drawn from a cross-section of parties, 

from both Houses of Parliament and across the political 
spectrum. The roles are unpaid and voluntary. These new 
appointments bring the total number of Trade Envoys who 

help support the UK’s trade and investment agenda to 36. 

New Zealand trade deal 

could benefit British 
consumers and exporters 
with tariff removal 

The UK and New Zealand are in the process of negotiating 

a free trade agreement (“FTA”).  Total trade in goods and 
services between the UK and New Zealand was worth £2.3 
billion last year and is set to increase with a trade deal.  If 
adopted, a multitude of UK goods would no longer be 
subject to import tariffs when entering the New Zealand 
market, and exporters would gain an advantage over 
international rivals in the New Zealand import market, 

which is expected to grow by 30% by 2030. 
 
Iconic British exports such as Beefeater gin and Belvoir soft 

drinks currently face a tariff of 5% when entering New 
Zealand, as do products from chocolate to cheese and 
crisps. 
 

The UK’s fashion industry sold £30m-worth of clothes to 
New Zealand last year, and businesses could now benefit 
when tariffs of 10% on clothing are lifted. 
 
Cars are the UK’s biggest export to New Zealand, with 
£133 million-worth sold last year. Buses, motorhomes and 

caravans are in line to also see tariffs up to 10% removed 
entirely. 

 
New Zealand wine, including Sauvignon Blanc and Pinot 
Noir, which currently face tariffs of up to 20p per bottle, 
would also be expected to have these tariffs slashed as part 
of a trade deal which could be agreed in principle soon. 

Consumer 

  

Press release 

Link        

  

UK enters into new trade 
deal with Norway, Iceland 
and Liechtenstein 

On 8 July 2021, the UK Department for International Trade 
confirmed that it had signed a new FTA with Iceland, 
Norway and Liechtenstein.  The FTA includes: 

Cross-sector 

  

International Treaty 
presented to Parliament 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-british-shoppers-and-exporters-from-uk-new-zealand-trade-deal
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links                                         

 
The new agreement covers: 

- trade in goods with reductions on some tariffs, 
including UK tariffs on fish and seafood, but many 
of the tariffs on sensitive agricultural products 

under the interim continuity agreements remain; 

- services and investment including commitments to 
liberalise investment and cross-border trade in 

services. The agreement includes sector-specific 
commitments on financial services, 
telecommunications services (including restrictions 
on international mobile roaming services), 

international maritime transport services, and legal 
services. The agreement also addresses recognition 
of professional qualifications (creating a 
presumption of recognition, such that parties may 
only refuse to recognise professional qualifications 
where certain conditions are met), and special visa 

arrangements for business travel; 

- digital trade, including commitments to facilitate 

cross-border data flows; and 

- level playing field commitments on competition 
policy, subsidies, and trade and sustainable 
development, including provisions on labour and 
environmental standards. 

July 2021 
Link      

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-trade-agreement-between-iceland-the-principality-of-liechtenstein-and-the-kingdom-of-norway-and-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern
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Global contacts 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Global Co-Chair Competition, 
EU and Trade 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Mark Herlach 
Global Co-Chair Competition, 
EU and Trade 

T: +1 202 383 0172 
markherlach@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Austria 

 

Aurelius Freytag 
Partner 

T: +43 1 51 62 01 25 
M: +44 436 642 0281 47 
aurelius.freytag@ 
eversheds-sutherland.at 

Estonia 

 

Risto Rüütel 
Partner 

T: +372 622 9990 
risto.ruutel@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ee 
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EU 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
M: +44 779 873 4263 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 
M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

France 

 

Dan Roskis 
Partner 

T: +33 1 55 73 41 37 
M: +33 6 12 82 68 93 
danroskis@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Chloé Charbeaux 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 40 64 
chloecharbeaux@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Hadrien Jolivet 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 40 54 
hadrienjolivet@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Germany 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Daniel von Brevern 

Partner 

T: +49 211 86467 60 
M: +49 160 702 7292 
danielvonbrevern@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

33 

Hungary 

 

Dr. Ágnes Szent-Ivány 
Managing Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
szent-ivany@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Ildikó Szegedi 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 

szegedi@ 

eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Péter Sándor 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
peter.sandor@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

Ireland 

 

Sean Ryan 
Partner 

T: +35 3 16 64 42 07 
seanryan@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

 

Katie Haberlin 
Solicitor 

T: +35 3 16 64 49 70 
katiehaberlin@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

 

Shane Kelly 
Legal Assistant 

T: +35 3 16 64 49 73 
shanekelly@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

Italy 

 

Alessandro Greco 
Partner 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 01 

M: +39 347 063 5784 
alessandrogreco@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Gabriele Maria Polito 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 023 
M: +39 345 774 6464 
gabrielemariapolito@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Antonio Campitiello 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 051 
M: +39 340 252 9300 
antoniocampitiello@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 
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Latvia 

 

Gunta Lokastova 
Senior Associate 

T: +371 6728 0102 
gunta.lokastova@ 
eversheds-sutherland.lv 

Lithuania 

 

Rimtis Puišys » 
Partner 

T: +37 0 52 39 23 73 
rimtis.puisys@eversheds.lt 

 

 

Manvydas Borusas 
Associate 

T: +37 0 52 52 73 39 
M: +37 062 953 991 
manvydas.borusas@eversheds.lt 

Netherlands 

 

Michel Chatelin 

Partner 

T: +31 2 05 60 06 51 
M: +31 654 343 221 
michelchatelin@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Eline van Nimwegen 

Senior Associate 

T: +31 2 05 60 05 42 
M: +31 681 413 905 
elinevannimwegen@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Fons Leijten 

Associate 

T: +31 20 5600 637 
M: +31 6 2292 4868 
fonsleijten@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 
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Poland 

 

Marta Gadomska-Gołąb 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 732 
marta.gadomska-golab@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Aleksandra Kunkiel-Kryńska 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 775 
M: +48 510 087 784 
aleksandra.kunkiel-krynska@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Dariusz Aziewicz 
Associate 

T: +48 22 50 50 738 
M: +48 510 087 785 
dariusz.aziewicz@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

Romania 

 

Mihai Guia 
Managing Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 233 615 86 
mihaiguia@eversheds.ro 

 

 

Oana Dobre 
Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 409 766 78 
oanadobre@eversheds.ro 

Russia 

 

Mikhail Timonov 

Partner 

T: +7 812 363 3377 
M: +7 921 415 0475 
mikhail.timonov@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ru 

 

 

Alexander Gavrilov 

Senior Associate 

T: +7 495 662 6434 
M: +7 963 645 1424 
alexander.gavrilov@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ru 
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South Africa 

 

Greg Shapiro 
Partner 

T: +27 8 73 59 15 47 
M: +27 832 875 177 
gregshapiro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.co.za 

Spain 

 

Crisanto Pérez-Abad 
Partner 

T: +34 9 14 29 43 33 
cperezabad@ 
eversheds-sutherland.es 

Switzerland 

 

Daniel Bachmann 

Partner 

T: +41 31 328 75 75 
M: +41 79 695 22 75 
daniel.bachmann@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 

 

 

Dr. Martin Rauber 

Legal Director 

T: +41 44 204 90 90 
M: +41 78 673 99 28 
martin.rauber@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 
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Tunisia 

 

Farès El Heni 
Managing Partner 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
M: +33 6 68 20 65 33 
fareselheni@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Imen Enneifar 
Principal Associate 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
imenenneifar@ 
eversheds-sutherland.tn 

United Kingdom 

 

James Lindop 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4718 
M: +44 781 015 1278 
jameslindop@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Julia Woodward-Carlton 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4770 
M: +44 776 871 3061 
juliawoodwardcarlton@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 
M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Kate Newman 
Partner 

T: +44 113 200 4467 
M: +44 791 779 1982 
katenewman@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Peter Harper 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 0646 
M: +44 739 325 4367 
peterharper@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Lesley Farrell 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4790 
M: +44 778 992 7224 
lesleyfarrell@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Nicola Holmes 
Legal Director 

T: +44 113 200 4721 
M: +44 782 447 5763 
nicolaholmes@ 

eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

  

 

  

 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

38 

United States 

 

Mark Herlach 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0172 
markherlach@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Jeff Bialos 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0363 
M: +1 202 445 1112 
jeffbialos@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Ginger Faulk 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0981 
gingerfaulk@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 
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