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A leading edge practice
Eversheds Sutherland’s global Competition, EU and Trade team is
recognised as one of the world’s leading competition and
antitrust groups.
Our international team of over 70 lawyers offer strategic
advice and representation on national and global matters
relating to competition / antitrust practices, behavioural
matters, merger control, competition litigation,
compliance, trade and export control. We also handle the
most complex behavioural and investigatory work (civil
and criminal), as well as any ensuing litigation. With lawyers
throughout Asia, Europe and the US, we deliver a seamless,
one-stop legal service.

Know the regulator
A number of our team members are former regulators. We
understand the way regulators work and maintain a strong
network of contacts with key decision-makers at
competition authorities in the UK, the US as well as
throughout Europe including the UK’s Competition and
Markets Authority (CMA), the European Commission, the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the Department of
Justice (DOJ) in the US, the French Autorité de la
concurrence, the German Federal Cartel Office (FCO), the
Spanish Competition Authority (CNMC) and other
competition authorities worldwide.
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Eversheds Sutherland’s
‘gold standard competition
[and trade] law practice’
‘attracts praise for its
excellent knowledge’ and
‘pragmatic, clear, and
definitive advice’
Legal 500, 2018
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Recognised in the industry:
Competition Team of the Year 2018
(Legal Business Awards)
Client Choice Awards 2018
Acritas Star Lawyers 2018
British Legal Awards 2017
(Competition Team of the Year
– highly commended)
Behavioural Matter of the
Year Europe 2017
(Global Competition Review)
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Investigations
Our team advises on complex national and international behavioural
cases such as cartels, abuse of dominance and market investigations.
In recent years, we have advised on some of the largest multijurisdictional investigations undertaken by the European Commission.
Drawing on our global geographic coverage, we work
closely with our clients to conduct a risk assessment at
local level, devising centrally coordinated measures and
then assisting with practical implementation and
monitoring on the ground.

Dawn Raids
–

Our Competition team has extensive dawn raids
experience and has handled more UK dawn raids
than any other firm

We also offer industry-leading e-learning programmes
specifically tailored to each organisation, designed to help
major multinationals from all sectors achieve a consistent
and comprehensive culture of compliance across their
workforce.

–

Eversheds Sutherland’s geographical footprint means
that we are able to defend dawn raids in multiple sites
across the EU, in the US and Asia, as well as in the
other jurisdictions across our global network

–

We regularly handle dawn raids across multiple
locations and have advised clients on and had teams
from different offices attend simultaneous dawn raids
being carried out in multiple jurisdictions

6

A leading edge practice
Our global Competition, EU and Trade group

Example matters:
–

European Behavioural Matter of the Year
In 2017, we represented one of the truck
manufacturers in the European Commission’s
investigation into the truck sector, one of the
largest EU cartel investigations conducted to date.
We attended the European Commission’s dawn raid,
led the response to the European Commission’s
information requests and handled the client’s internal
investigations across Europe throughout the five
year investigation. We ultimately assisted the client in
securing partial immunity from fines and the first ever
post ‘Statement of Objections’ settlement with the
European Commission reducing the client’s fine by
EUR 700 million

–

Abuse of dominance – pharma sector
Currently acting for a client on a major abuse of
dominance case investigated by the European
Commission on alleged excessive pricing in the
pharmaceutical sector. This is a significant, complex,
high profile matter, spanning the EEA.

"The team’s commitment
has been 100% – they have
worked slavishly around the
clock to produce a first-rate
response. It was first-class
on the technical side and
stylish on content.”
Chambers and Partners, 2017
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Merger control
Our global team of merger control lawyers offer a one-stop shop
for advice on multi-jurisdictional merger filings. We have extensive
experience in providing strategic advice on potential deals, including
complex arrangements between parties with significant market shares.
Our team specialises in:
–

 btaining clearances for transactions (including
o
public bids) which raise complex and difficult
competition issues including for deals which give
rise to high market shares

–

advising clients on the competition aspects of
strategic JVs and collaborations including in relation
to deal structuring, information exchange issues
and on the merger control filing process

–

 oordinating multiple filings in different jurisdictions
c
using our extensive competition network of offices
and best friend firms

–

 iving strategic advice on potential deals, including
g
deals between major competitors and considering
different structures and tactical approaches to
obtain clearance
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We have in-depth knowledge of the EU Merger Regulation,
the US Hart-Scott-Rodino Improvements Act and the
merger control regimes of other major national
competition authorities around the world. We regularly
appear before the European Commission, the UK’s CMA,
Germany’s FCO and other competition authorities in EU
member states and Asia as well as the US Department of
Justice and Federal Trade Commission.
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Example matters:
–

acting for a US-based industrial technologies
conglomerate on its £620 million public bid for a
global technology manufacturer including clearance
from the Austrian, German and UK competition
authorities (the parties had very high market shares
on narrow market segmentations)

–

acting for a major global oil and gas company in
obtaining clearance from the European Commission
for a recent acquisition of an independent UK
energy retailer

–

acting for a multinational motions technologies
company on the UK and European antitrust aspects
of a $4.3 billion acquisition securing clearances in
multiple jurisdictions including in Germany and the
UK despite the parties having extremely high market
shares on narrow market segmentations

“Eversheds Sutherland has advised us
on merger control issues for a number
of years now. They got up to speed
with our business and our industry very
quickly and they understand it well.
This means the advice they give us is of
real strategic value. They focus on the
things that really matter and combine
high quality technical legal advice with
a down to earth pragmatic approach.”
CEO, plc client
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Compliance
Our team regularly works with national and multi-national businesses
across a wide range of industries to design and implement effective
competition law compliance programs.

Drawing on our global geographic coverage, we work
closely with our clients to conduct a risk assessment at
local level, devising centrally coordinated measures and
then assisting with practical implementation and
monitoring on the ground.
We also offer industry-leading e-learning programmes
specifically tailored to each organisation, designed to help
major multinationals from all sectors achieve a consistent
and comprehensive culture of compliance across
their workforce.
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Award-winning Competition Law
Online Toolkit
Our Competition Law Online Toolkit is an award-winning
e-learning programme recognised by the Financial Times
as a ‘stand-out innovation’. Written in straightforward
language , the Toolkit consists of an interactive training
course with case studies, a short test and online reporting
functions, lasting around 45 minutes. It is suitable
for directors and employees at all levels within an
organisation and can be tailored to address the specific
risks faced by each individual company.

The Competition Law Online Toolkit is currently
translated into 33 languages and licensed to over
30 clients worldwide.

Online ethics e-learning
Our interactive online ethics course is designed to
educate employees at all levels of organisations on the
importance of doing their jobs in a responsible and ethical
manner. It brings to life a company’s code of ethical
business conduct and trains staff on important ethical
and legal issues including bribery and corruption, fraud,
conflict of interest, health and safety, and employment
issues such as harassment and discrimination.
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Competition litigation
We have substantial experience in defending as well as bringing
private claims on behalf of our clients, both standalone and
follow-on claims.
Competition litigation can involve complex multijurisdictional issues, requiring experience both within and
outside the EU. We have the cross-border capabilities to
deal with various issues which can arise from such
litigation, including different national frameworks
regarding disclosure, legal professional privilege as well as
data privacy issues and GDPR.
Our experience in working together on cross-team and
cross-office matters is crucial in providing our clients with
efficient and seamless support throughout the commercial
and legal challenges a competition case presents.

12

Landmark UK court victory – the standout case of 2017 and winner of 2018 award
We successfully acted for Agents’ Mutual (AM), a mutual
organisation owned by its estate agent members which
established OnTheMarket, a new entrant into the UK’s
online property portal market. Gascoigne Halman, a chain
of estate agents (funded by a competitor of AM) launched
a multi-faceted and wide-ranging attack on AM’s rules on
competition grounds. After a heavily contested two week
trial, the CAT found unanimously that the competition
issues in the case should be determined in favour of AM.
We also originally advised AM in relation to its launch
strategy of OnTheMarket and worked with them to create
an innovative structure to maximise its prospects of
successful market entry without infringement of
competition laws.
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“The Eversheds Sutherland team has
been superb throughout, not just in
relation to the litigation but in their
understanding of the commercial
implications of it all for the business
at each stage.”
2017 Competition Litigation matter
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Trade, export control
and sanctions
We advise on a wide range of trade, customs, import and export
matters. Our experience includes providing counsel on export control
and sanctions laws enforced and administered by for example the US,
the EU and its Member States.
We also advise on international customs issues including in
respect of tariff classification, application of rules of origin,
analysing the impact of anti-dumping measures and
assisting with anti-dumping disputes as well as on issues of
non-compliance.
We provide online and in-person training and tailor
compliance policies and programmes to mitigate the risk
of non-compliance with applicable laws, and offer full and
comprehensive coverage in all major jurisdictions,
particularly in Europe and the US, but also Brazil,
Singapore, Japan, China and Hong Kong.
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Brexit advice
Since the referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU,
our Trade team has been advising global clients on the
various UK-EU trade models in contemplation and the
likely implications of each for trading relations in different
industries. Clients have benefited greatly from our advice
and insight on the consequences of defaulting to the WTO
model if no UK-EU trade agreement is in place before
Brexit, the impact of rules of origin requirements, increased
customs regulation and border formalities and practical
strategies to reduce delays and adverse action by customs
authorities.
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Example matters:
–

advising China National Nuclear Corporation on the
EU/UK export controls in respect of investment in
Hinkley Point C nuclear power station

–

advising a global manufacturer of integrated power
and propulsion solutions on the likely implications
of Brexit, focusing on the possible imposition
of customs formalities and the application of
plurilateral agreements within the framework of the
WTO

–

providing multi-jurisdiction advice to a global
manufacturer of luxury items in relation to
product regulation, import restrictions and customs
formalities

“The Eversheds Sutherland team
has always been available and very
responsive to our needs and deadlines.
In addition, the ability to facilitate
and coordinate access to expert
lawyers overseas has been extremely
beneficial.”
International Trade client
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Routes to market
and distribution
Our global competition team provides strategic advice on all aspects
of routes to market, with significant distribution experience across a
wide range of sectors and jurisdictions.
The ease with which products can be sold across borders
can provide a great opportunity for international
expansion. However, getting products or services to
market can give rise to a range of strategic and day to day
trading and distribution issues. Even within the EEA, the
competition rules differ between jurisdictions, and in
recent years we have seen a significant increase in
infringement proceedings by national competition
authorities and, more recently, by the European
Commission.
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Our global team of lawyers advise on all aspects of routes
to market via various distribution strategies, including:
– “open” distribution networks
– exclusive arrangements
– selective distribution
– online sales issues
– agency
– franchise systems
– concessions
– joint ventures and collaborations
We also regularly advice on pricing strategies including
discount and rebate schemes, promotional price support,
margin support and bonus schemes. We work with clients
to understand their business objectives and to assist with
making crucial strategic decisions quickly and efficiently.
Our advice is pragmatic, innovative and commercial.
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Example matters:
–

advising two major manufacturers of consumer
electrical goods on the introduction of Europe-wide
selective distribution networks for high end audio visual products

–

advising a major manufacturer of aero engines
in relation to the reorganisation of its distribution
arrangements in Europe

–

advising a leading hi-fi retailer on the proposed
terms of an authorised reseller agreement offered by
a manufacturer

–

providing ongoing advice to a leading US cosmetics
manufacturer in relation to its pan-European
distribution network including dealing with online
sales, cross-border trade and brand protection
generally

–

advising several retail clients on structuring, drafting
and negotiating distribution arrangements for
expansion across Europe, the Middle East and Asia

–

advising a major multi-national media company on
its international distribution network and
pricing policy

“The lawyers are excellent
across the board and the
quality of the work is
bullet-proof.”
Chambers and Partners 2017
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Key contacts
UK
Ros Kellaway
Partner and Global co-Chair of Competition,
EU and Trade

Lesley Farrell
Partner

T: +44 20 7919 4882
M: +44 779 873 4263
roskellaway@eversheds-sutherland.com

T: +44 20 7919 4790
M: +44 778 992 7224
lesleyfarrell@eversheds-sutherland.com

Peter Harper
Partner
T: +44 20 7919 4882
M: +44 739 325 4367
peterharper@eversheds-sutherland.com

James Lindop
Partner
T: +44 20 7919 4718
M: +44 781 015 1278
jameslindop@eversheds-sutherland.com

Kate Newman
Partner

Julia Woodward-Carlton
Partner

T: +44 113 200 4467
M: +44 791 779 1982
katenewman@eversheds-sutherland.com

T: +44 20 7919 4770
M: +44 776 871 3061
juliawoodwardcarlton@eversheds-sutherland.com

Asia/Hong Kong
Adam Ferguson
Partner
T: +852 2186 3248
M: +852 9734 8178
adamferguson@eversheds-sutherland.com
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Austria
Aurelius Freytag
Partner
T: +43 15 16 20 125
M: +43 66 42 02 81 47
a.freytag@eversheds-sutherland.at

Belgium
Koen Devos
Partner
T: +32 27 37 93 60
M: +32 47 62 20 7533
koendevos@eversheds-sutherland.be

Estonia

Finland
Anne Petajaniemi-Bjorklund
Specialist Counsel

Maivi Ots
Partner

T: +35 81 06 84 16 43
M: +35 84 07 16 93 93
anne.petajaniemi-bjorklund@eversheds.fi

T: +372 6 141 990
maivi.ots@eversheds-sutherland.ee

France

Germany
Dan Roskis
Partner

Martin Bechtold
Partner

T: +33 155 73 41 37
M: +33 612 82 68 93
danroskis@eversheds-sutherland.com

T: +49 89 54 56 51 46
M: +49 17 12 27 84 74
martinbechtold@eversheds-sutherland.com

Hungary

Ireland

Dr. Ágnes Szent-Ivány
Partner
T: +36 13 94 31 21
szent-ivany@eversheds-sutherland.hu

Sean Ryan
Partner
T: +35 31 66 44 207
M: +353 86 816 1695
seanryan@eversheds-sutherland.ie
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Italy

Latvia
Alessandro Greco
Partner

Edijs Poga
Partner

T: +39 06 32 25 844
M: +39 34 70 63 57 84
alessandrogreco@eversheds-sutherland.it

T: +371 6 728 0102
M: +371 2830 7771
edijs.poga@eversheds-sutherland.lv

Lithuania

Netherlands
Rimtis Puišys
Partner

Michel Chatelin
Partner

T: +370 5 239 2373
M: +370 698 733 74
rimtis.puisys@eversheds.lt

T: +31 20 56 00 651
M: +31 65 43 43 221
michelchatelin@eversheds-sutherland.nl

Romania

Poland
Dr. Aleksandra Kunkiel-Kryńska
Partner

Mihai Guia
Partner

T: +48 22 50 50 775
M: +48 510 087 784
aleksandra.kunkiel-krynska@eversheds-sutherland.pl

T: +40 21 31 12 561
M: +40 72 33 61 586
mihaiguia@eversheds.ro

South Africa

Spain/Portugal
Tanya Waksman
Partner

Crisanto Pérez-Abad
Partner

T: +27 01 05 00 11 63
M: +27 08 34 08 43 60
tanyawaksman@eversheds-sutherland.co.za

T: +34 914 294 333
M: +34 696 866 088
cperezabad@eversheds-sutherland.es

Sweden
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Switzerland
Richard Jacobsson
Partner

Daniel Bachmann
Partner

T: +46 85 45 32 200
M: +46 70 44 18 915
richardjacobsson@eversheds-sutherland.se

T: +41 31 32 87 57 5
M: +41 79 69 52 27 5
danielbachmann@eversheds-sutherland.ch
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USA
Mark Herlach
Partner & Global co-Chair of Competition, EU & Trade

Jeff Bialos
Partner

T: +1 202 383 0172
M: +1 202 494 3683
markherlach@eversheds-sutherland.com

T: +1 202 383 0363
M: +1 202 445 1112
jeffbialos@eversheds-sutherland.com

Ginger T. Faulk
Partner
T: +1.202 383 0981
gingerfaulk@ eversheds-sutherland.com
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Our global footprint

US
Atlanta
Austin
Chicago
Houston
New York
Sacramento
San Diego
Washington DC

Africa
South Africa
Durban
Johannesburg
Tunisia
Tunis
Mauritius
Port Louis
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Europe
Austria
Vienna

France
Paris

Latvia
Riga

Belgium
Brussels

Lithuania
Vilnius

Czech Republic
Prague

Germany
Berlin
Düsseldorf
Hamburg
Munich

Estonia
Tallinn

Hungary
Budapest

Netherlands
Amsterdam
Rotterdam

Finland
Hämeenlinna
Helsinki
Jyväskylä
Oulu
Tampere
Turku

Ireland
Dublin
Italy
Milan
Rome

Luxembourg
Luxembourg City

Poland
Warsaw
Romania
Bucharest

Russia
Moscow
St Petersburg
Slovakia
Bratislava
Spain
Madrid
Sweden
Stockholm

United Kingdom
Belfast
Birmingham
Cambridge
Cardiff
Edinburgh
Ipswich
Leeds
London
Manchester
Newcastle
Nottingham

Switzerland
Berne
Geneva
Zug
Zurich

Asia
China
Beijing
Hong Kong
Shanghai

Middle East
Iraq
Baghdad
Erbil
Jordan
Amman
Qatar
Doha
Saudi Arabia
Riyadh
United Arab
Emirates
Abu Dhabi
Dubai
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