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Legal status of recreational cannabis* 

n   Legal

n   Illegal but imminently becoming legal

n   Illegal but there is serious discussion 
regarding making it legal

n   Illegal but there are no issues investing 
in cannabis companies operating in a 
jurisdiction where cannabis is legal

n   Illegal and there are issues investing 
in cannabis companies operating in a 
jurisdiction where cannabis is legal

n   Unknown

*ie cannabis grown for non-medical use

Disclaimer: This overview is based on the current understanding of the advisors in the various countries and is potentially 
subject to change. It is not legal or other advice and should not be relied upon as such. You must consult with professional 
advisors before taking any steps which might expose you to criminal or civil liability.
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The cannabis industry is expanding throughout the world and, in particular, 
North America. Businesses operating in this industry face both the uncertainty 
inherent in an emerging market and the complexity of navigating the myriad 
and often conflicting laws and regulations.
 
Eversheds Sutherland lawyers understand the unique challenges and 
opportunities of current cannabis industry players, companies exploring 
entry, and organisations serving the needs of cannabis businesses, and 
are well-positioned to offer the measured guidance needed to achieve 
business objectives.
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